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The Permanent Mission of the Sultanate of Oman to the United Nations Office and Other
International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the
Human Rights Advisory Committee and with reference to the Communication dated 25
September 2013 regarding the questionnaire on enhancement of international cooperation in
the field of human rights pursuant to Human Rights resolution 23/3, has the honour to
encolse herewith the response from the concerned Omani authorities.

The Permanent Mission of the Sultanate of Oman avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the Secretariat of the Human Rights Advisory Committee the assurances of its highest
consideration -

c/o Ms. Dina Rossbacher
OHCHR - Palais Wilson - Room 4-065
United Nations Office at Geneva
CH-1211 GENEVA 10
OHCHR REGISTRY
2657, 2013
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[Unofficial translation]

Enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights -

Answers to the questionnaire

QUESTION 1:

In your opinion, what are the specific priority areas in which international

cooperation in the field of human rights should be further enhanced?

Answer 1:

The National Human Rights Commission deems that international peace and
security and the freedom of self-determination and the freedom of expression

are among fundamental priorities that enhance international cooperation.

QUESTION 2:

How can international cooperation in the field of human rights be further
enhanced in specific areas such as human rights education, international
migration, interaction among human rights institutions and the right to

development?
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Answer 2:

The National Human Rights Commission deems that this is done through
international conferences supervised by the United Nations, represented by the
Human Rights Council, which issue recommendations that promote educational
plans in the States of the region, in addition to the financial support that States

offer to promote this aspect.

QUESTION 3:

Could you give suggestions on how to improve the ways and means of
international cooperation in the field of human rights such as technical

assistance, South-South cooperation, mainstreaming human rights etc.?

Answer 3:

The National Human Rights Commission deems that this improvement is done
through the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights
Institutions (I.C.C.), a special office in this Committee should be established in
order to communicate with the national institutions whether they were
organized or not, and also through exchanging technical staff among these

institutions.
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QUESTION 4:

How have your authorities benefitted from international cooperation in the
context of the universal periodic review? How could international cooperation
in the context of this human rights mechanism be further strengthened,
particularly with regard to the implementation of the recommendations that

enjoy the support of the State concerned?

Answer 4:

The National Human Rights Commission benefitted from international
cooperation by attending the UPR sessions of some States and by learning how
the reports of this mechanism are prepared, the deadlines of submitting these
reports and how interventions, recommendations and their answers are

discussed.

QUESTION 5:

With respect to human rights treaties that your State is a party to, what
difficulties have you faced in fulfilling your reporting obligations? How have you
benefitted from international cooperation in that regard and also in

implementing the concluding observations of the treaty bodies?
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Answer 5:
The difficulties faced can be resumed as follows:

a- Inconsistency of some of the final observations made by some experts
with the Islamic Law.

b- To know the credibility of information the experts obtain.

c- Members of special commissions are not released by their employers to

implement these treaties and that leads to other pressures in the work.

QUESTION 6:

Please identify best practices that have emerged from international

cooperation in human rights.

Answer 6:

The National Human Rights Commission summarizes the best practices that

have emerged from international cooperation in the following:

The universal periodic review, the reports submitted to the commissions, the
visits of the Special Rapporteurs and the cooperation of the Office of the High
Commissioner with the Commission in organizing educational courses in the

field of human rights.
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