	Enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights

Questionnaire
as part of the consultations undertaken by the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee with States with a view to preparing a more focused and in-depth study on the ways and means to enhance international cooperation in the field of human rights, pursuant to Council resolution 23/3. 




Background
In its resolution 23/3, the Human Rights Council took note of the report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner containing a summary of the deliberations held during the international seminar, organized by OHCHR, on the enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights based on the study of the Advisory Committee on the same subject (A/HRC/19/74). In the same resolution, the Council requested the Committee to prepare a more focused and in-depth study on the ways and means to enhance international cooperation in the field of human rights, including, but not limited to, the identification of areas where further progress could be made. 
At its eleventh session (August 2013), the Advisory Committee constituted a drafting group, which prepared a questionnaire for dissemination to States. The Advisory Committee requested the drafting group to submit a draft progress report to the twelfth session of the Advisory Committee (February 2014), before its submission to the Council at its twenty-sixth session, taking into account replies to this questionnaire.
To be returned by 8 November 2013 to:

hrcadvisorycommittee@ohchr.org
or

Secretariat of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

c/o Ms. Dina Rossbacher

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson, Room 4-065, Fax: +41 22 917 9011

United Nations Office at Geneva, 

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

QUESTION 1: 

In your opinion, what are the specific priority areas in which international cooperation in the field of human rights should be further enhanced? 
The concept of international cooperation in the field of human rights has been included in a number of international acts, including both treaties and soft law documents. Nevertheless, it is not always clear how this concept can concretely be translated into actions. In light of this assumption, international cooperation in the field of human rights could therefore focus more on the most operative aspects of the matter, i.e. concrete and operative programmes (such as technical cooperation; advice in Constitutional drafting and State building initiatives;  offering of good offices and mediation initiatives to solve human rights aspects of conflicts, etc.) often carried out individually by different actors. Strengthening the coordination of the efforts deployed by such actors by pertinent UN agencies could help improving the effectiveness of programmes and initiatives also in a context of scarce financial and budgetary resources.
QUESTION 2:
How can international cooperation in the field of human rights be further enhanced in specific areas such as human rights education, international migration, interaction among human rights institutions and the right to development? 
States who face same challenges to the full enjoyment of human rights or have to address similar difficulties in promoting specific categories of human rights could bring together their respective experiences and know how in order to find shared and effective solutions to common problems. For instance, in the field of international migration, European States face the same problems vis à vis the need to address the increasing influx of migrants and asylum seekers. Effective solutions, especially if based on the most advanced human rights standards, cannot be envisaged nor implemented by single States, but need the reciprocal support of all the State and actors involved.
QUESTION 3:

Could you give suggestions on how to improve the ways and means of international cooperation in the field human rights such as technical assistance, South-South cooperation, mainstreaming human rights etc.? 
See above.
QUESTION 4:
How have your authorities benefitted from international cooperation in the context of the universal periodic review? How could international cooperation in the context of this human rights mechanism be further strengthened, particularly with regard to the implementation of the recommendations that enjoy the support of the State concerned?
UPR mechanism is very useful, basically for two reasons: a. It offers the occasion, for all the national authorities involved, to coordinate tasks periodically in order to envisage effective solutions to the need of fulfilling the HR obligations set out in international standards and instruments and to address specific areas of concern; b. Through the analysis of national reports, UN and stakeholders compilations and, principally, through the open debate on the situation of all the UN member States, it offers the opportunity to identify new challenges, but also to learn about best practices and solutions envisaged to respond to them. 

For this reason, it is vital that the UPR be considered not as a “naming and shaming exercise”. On the contrary, it should be considered in a constructive way: it is indeed an  opportunity to receive suggestions by the international community (including civil society) on the areas of concerns where efforts should be concentrated; to identify solutions to unsolved problems;  to intensify efforts to comply with obligations and pledges in the field of human rights.
QUESTION 5:
With respect to human rights treaties that your State is a party to, what difficulties have you faced in fulfilling your reporting obligations? How have you benefitted from international cooperation in that regard and also in implementing the concluding observations of the treaty bodies? 
There is scope  to improve coordination among UN treaty bodies with regard to reporting guidelines and coherence in the formulation of concluding observations.
QUESTION 6:

Please identify best practices that have emerged from international cooperation in human rights. 
See above, question 4. UPR could be considered an example of best practice.

