[image: image1.jpg]Gelijke Rechten voor ledere Persoon met een handicap G'Rl P ;





Draft general comment on art. 24 UNCRPD
Submission by GRIP vzw
GRIP, Gelijke Rechten voor Iedere Persoon met een handicap (Equal Rights for Every Person with a Disability) is a civil rights organization for and of persons with a disability. We previously submitted a shadow report en several submissions concerning the implementation of the CRPD in the Flanders region of Belgium.
In the current submission we present a brief comment on the Draft General Comment no. 4 – Article 24 – The right to inclusive education.
This comment is in line with the submission we made earlier, in preparation of the general day of discussion.
Contact:

Patrick Vandelanotte

GRIP vzw - Koningsstraat 136 – 1000 Brussel

(00 32) 2 214 27 60  /  patrick@gripvzw.be


Appreciation for the work of the Committee on Article 24
We would like to express our appreciation for the work of the Committee on Article 24.  As Flanders achieves the highest figure of segregated education in Europe, the ratification of the CRPD pushes the Flemish Government in ensuring greater access to mainstream education for children with disabilities. To prevent wrong interpretations of the CRPD art. 24, we are in great demand on more guidance from the Committee. The Draft presented by het Committee provides an interpretative definition of the right to inclusive education, alongside guidelines for the implementation. These are very welcome and useful.

Remaining questions concerning the implementation of art. 24.

In reference to the situation in the Flanders region, we would like to address the Committee with some remaining questions.
1. At the beginning of the Draft, art. 8 and 9, the principle of inclusive education is commented and a definition is provided. This is very clear.
In Flanders, the CRPD art. 24 is often explained as the parental right to choose between regular and special education schools. This is also used by the politicians to continue the investments in a broad landscape of special education schools. Up to this day new schools for special education are funded while there is a lack of resources for support in inclusive education. The argument is that access special education, as a high-quality education for children with disabilities, should be a right as well. 
Questions: Can the Committee give some clarification about the parental right to choose between regular and special education schools and about the principle that inclusive education should be the first option for all children ?

2. In the Draft, article 7, the Committee is very clear about the principle that the General Comment is applicable to all persons with disabilities. We observe that students with intellectual disabilities are very vulnerable to segregation in education. In Flanders, for students with intellectual disabilities ‘special education’ is still being promoted as the best quality education and ‘in the best interest of the child’.
Question: We ask the Committee to focus on the inclusive education for students with intellectual disabilities. 
3. In article 11 of the Draft the Committee highlights the importance of recognizing the differences between segregation, integration and inclusion. It is obvious that special schools are an example of segregation.  In Flanders and many other countries though, students with a disability are by preference sent to special schools designed to respond to a particular impairment. 
Questions: 
We ask the Committee to indicate what could be the role of special-education schools.

We ask the Committee to indicate in what circumstances an investment by the government in segregated schools can be uphold and motivated.
Finally we ask the Committee to indicate in what circumstances individual students can be advised or even obliged to attend a special education school. 
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