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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Family name and first name: Yaqoobi, Benafsha 
Date and place of birth: 10/8/1977, Kabul, Afghanistan
Place of residence: Kabul, Afghanistan
Nationality: Afghan
Email address: benafshayaqoobi@gmail.com; yaqoobi.b@aihrc.org.af
United Nations working languages: English
Current position/function: 

Commissioner at Afghanistan’s Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) 
Working in two areas:
a. Promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.

b. Monitoring and investigation of human rights violations.

Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Ten lines maximum)

a. In 2009, founded the NGO, named, Organization of Rahyab for Rehabilitation Services for the Blind persons in Afghanistan (ORRSB), and worked as its director 2009 - 2019, when appointed as a Commissioner at the AIHRC.

b. From 2007-2009, resource person for people with vision impairments in an inclusive education promotion project for Afghan Ministry of Education.

c. From 2004-2006, In-charge of an in-campus association with regards to students with vision impairments, named, “Foroogh” (Blaze), while studying at Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.
d. Member of the Advocacy Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since 2010.

e. In 2012, producer and presenter of a program on the rights and issues of persons with disabilities in an Afghan local TV.

Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
a. MA in International Relations from Afghanistan Institute of Higher Education, Kabul, Afghanistan.

b. MA in political sciences from Payam Noor University, Kabul, Afghanistan.

c. BA in the field of Persian Literature from Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.

d. Participated whether as a trainer, or a trainee, in various trainings, regarding disability rights and issues, e.g., The IVLP 2017, conducted by The US State Department.

e. In 2015, completed a Training of Trainers (TOT) course on computer training for people with vision impairments in Bangalore, India.

Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

I am a person with visual impairment, who has received rehabilitation, e.g., use of white cane, as well as the ability to work on computer through screen-reading software, as well as independently managing my family life. I have been providing rehabilitation and empowerment services for dozens of people with different types of disabilities to be rehabilitated and to enable them to live normal lives.
Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.

a. Took part in efforts to advocate for the ratification and accession of Afghanistan to the CRPD and Marrakesh Treaty, as well as, worked on amending The Afghanistan’s National Law on the rights of persons with disabilities.
b. Took part in Advocacies for making a statute on employment and also on independency in using bank services by persons with disabilities, particularly those with sensory impairments.

List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities:
a. Wrote numerous articles on the issues of people with vulnerabilities, incl., those with disabilities, at an Afghan Newspaper (8AM).
b. Produced three documentaries on the issues of persons with disabilities, shown in many conferences inside and outside Afghanistan.

c. Produced more than 100 episodes on disability issues for the Afghan TV channel; Saba.
