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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)

Family name and first name: Ivanka Jovanovic
Date and place of birth: 17 January 1969, Kragujevac, Serbia
Place of residence: Belgrade, Vajara Živojina Lukića 4/1, 11 070 New Belgrade, Serbia
Nationality: Serbian
Email address: ivanka.j@mts.rs
United Nations working languages: English
Current position/function: 

(Five lines maximum)

From foundation (2007) Executive Director of National Organization of Persons with disabilities of Serbia (NOOIS), representing over 800,000 PWDs, and also working on inclusion of PWDs in the society. Key duties: advocacy for human rights, cooperation with different stakeholders – state institutions, DPOs and CSO and international organizations, organization development, program and project management.

Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Ten lines maximum)

Disability movement activist since the age of 18; youth activist within EAMDA’s (European Alliance of Neuromuscular Disorders Associations) Youth group of people with Muscular Dystrophy, Full-time working engagement in 1993 in Muscular Dystrophy Association of Serbia – still engaged there as an expert associate. Close cooperation with Handicap International and coordinator of Counseling center for psycho-social support to PWDs. Currently very active in the Serbian disability movement as Executive Director of NOOIS with excellent knowledge of disability policy and human rights advocacy for PWDs, and at international level as NOOIS representative in EDF (European Disability forum) and, DPI Europe (Disability People International); Vice-President of EAMDA. 

Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
(Five lines maximum)

Formal education: Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Belgrade, 1988-1993, Degree – Journalist, BA, Informal education: Training for trainers, Tim Tri, Belgrade, 2002 - degree for the trainer in the field of NGO management and human rights; other informal education from the following fields: human rights, non-discrimination, advocacy, social marketing.
Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

(Three lines maximum) 
I am a person with disabilities (I have neuromuscular dystrophy) and have been an electric wheelchair user since the age of 16. 
Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.

(Five lines maximum)

Among my priority activities is monitoring the UN Convention implementation and working on harmonizing Serbian regulations/practices. I took part in the development of the first alternative report and 2015/2016 presentation of alternative and initial reports in Geneva; in 2018, NOOIS conducted “Analysis of the implementation of the recommendations of the CRPD in the RS”, including the translation and promotion of General Comments No. 5, 6 and 7.
List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Five lines maximum)

Author, co-author or coordinator: “Right to Employment of Persons with Disabilities, Assistive Technologies in Serbia”, Rights of Persons with Mental Disabilities”, Guide through the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” (NOOIS, several editions), “Situational Analysis of the Position of Children with Disabilities in Serbia”, “Analysis of the implementation of the recommendations of the CRPD in the RS”, “Disability Etiquette”. 
