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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)


Family name and first name: ……Azzopardi Lane  Claire Lucille…………
Date and place of birth: … 5th October 1977 , London, U.K.…………
Place of residence:  120, Republic Str, Valletta, Malta ……………………………

Nationality: Maltese……………………………………………
Email address: …claire.azzopardi-lane@um.edu.mt ……..
United Nations working languages: …English ..

Current position/function: 

(Five lines maximum)

Full-time resident academic with the Department of Disability Studies, within the Faculty for Social Wellbeing, University of Malta, for the past five years. I have been Head of said Department for the last two years, and I am also the Chairperson of the Faculty’s Research Ethics Committee.  Amongst other duties, my role as an academic involves lecturing, supervising and examining dissertations related to my field.

Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Ten lines maximum)

Through my work with NGOs and service providers, I seek to support the emancipation of persons with disability, and their rights, in particular their sexual rights.  I have experienced the disability sector from three distinct angles – as an educator and as a service delivery front-liner, apart from also as an academic. This has allowed me to work with people on the ground, tackling the actual reality that I always wanted to change. I have worked, and still work with professionals who support persons with disability in the community or in services, through training, providing resources and consultation.  I also carry out research, especially action research, in the field of sexuality and disability, that allows me to understand better the contextual experiences of persons with disability, the barriers they encounter, and the support required.
Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
(Five lines maximum)

I read for an M.Sc in Profound Learning Disabiltiy and Multisensory Impairment at the University of Manchester, having earlier read for a Certificate in Supporting Learning in Inclusive Settings at the University of Malta. I carried out research on the sexuality of persons with intellectual disability as part of my Ph.D. dissertation at the Tizard Centre, University of Kent, Canterbury, U.K.

Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

(Three lines maximum)
Worked closely with children/ young adults with PMLD as teacher (16 years); manager in front-line service delivery for persons with intellectual/ psychosocial disability; currently guardian aiding young man to reclaim rights via supported decision-making.
Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.

(Five lines maximum)
My research, advocacy and activism, past and present, have revolved around the rights enshrined in Articles 23 and 25, having dealt with topics such as sexual health and the right to parenthood for persons with intellectual disability, a topic that I have actively tackled both in Malta and abroad (ex. at last CoSP). Furthermore, considerable past and present practical experience revolve around implementing Articles 19 and 24.

List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Five lines maximum)
Azzopardi Lane, C. L., Cambridge, P., & Murphy, G. (2019). Muted voices: The unexplored sexuality of young persons with learning disability in Malta. British Journal of Learning Disabilities, 47(3), 156-164; 

Azzopardi-Lane, C. (2017). Intimate relationships and persons with learning disability. Tizard Learning Disability Review; 

Azzopardi-Lane, C., & Callus, A. M. (2016). Disability and Parenting-The Experiences of Four Women with Disability. Considering Disability Journal, 1, (3&4), 1-28;
Azzopardi‐Lane, C., & Callus, A. M. (2015). Constructing sexual identities: people with intellectual disability talking about sexuality. British Journal of Learning Disabilities, 43(1), 32-37;
Azzopardi Lane, C., 2014, "The Maltese Odyssey: Issues of Sexuality and Parenting for People with Intellectual Disability" in Sexuality and Relationships in the Lives of People with Intellectual Disabilities: Standing in My Shoes, eds. R. Chapman, S. Ledger, L. Townson & D. Docherty, Jessica Kingsley Publishers, UK, pp. 108.
