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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)

Family name and first name:  

Adzalla Jean-Claude
Date and place of birth: 

18th December 1978
Place of residence: 


Nairobi, Kenya
Nationality: 



Togolese
Email address: 


jadzalla@gmail.com
United Nations working languages: 
English, French. 
Current position/function: 

(Five lines maximum)

Currently Regional Director of Deaf Aid for Africa. 
Deaf Aid is a Norwegian NGO working for an African Society more inclusive of the deaf, with focus on children and youth. 
Jean-Claude’s work involves program design, planning and coordination of the organization’s interventions across Africa.
Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Ten lines maximum)

· Jean-Claude Adzalla is the initiator and immediate past Chairperson of the Action for Children with Disabilities -Kenya- (ACD). The ACD is the National Platform for Children with disabilities and brings together CSOs, private sector and Government institutions with the purpose of improving the circumstances of children with disabilities. 

· Has organized two major national events on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Education Reforms (2014) and The Inclusive Youth Employment Conference (2013) both widely attended by participants drawn from a diverse national audience. 
· Member of the Education Donors’ Coordination group Kenya and has played a substantial role for provisions for learners with disabilities in the current Kenya Global Partnership for Education (GPE) Primary Education Development Project agreement that has enshrined inclusion of student with disability.

· Has organized and hosted a networking event on the thematic of The Convention on the Right of Persons with Disability (CRPD) and the Right to the City at the 5th World Urban Forum in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

· E-learning Africa Disability Inclusion Advisor where he has helped create the disability track for e-learning Africa in line with the CRPD provisions on learning environments.
Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
(Five lines maximum)

PHD Candidate in Management (Open University of Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam), Jean-Claude Adzalla is currently researching referral, management and access to assistive technologies in decentralized administrative systems for persons with disabilities in East Africa.

Applied Research Training: Disability Data Disaggregation,  Nairobi, Kenya

Gender and Disability Mainstreaming Policies (Training of trainers), Nairobi, Kenya
Disability Equality Training (DET), Nairobi, Kenya
Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

(Three lines maximum)
While Jean-Claude Adzalla is does not identify as a person with disability, he is a proud father of an 11 years old daughter with bilateral hearing loss. Improving the circumstances of children like his daughter all over the world has been central to his engagement with disability issues. If elected, Jean-Claude Adzalla intend to insure that situation of children with disability is awarded due attention in the Committee’s agenda.
Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.

(Five lines maximum)

Consultant with the I Hear You Project: providing low cost hearing aid to children with hearing impairment in Africa (SINTEF)

Accessible and Inclusive Youth Information with OCYI and the Ministry of Information, Youth Culture and Sport of the United Republic of Tanzania.

Authored the Report on the Right to the City (UNHabitat) and the CRPD (With UN Habitat)

Led the Accessibility and Inclusiveness track at the Promoting Accessibility and Inclusiveness within a Regional Collaboration for Youth Empowerment, Conference in Livingstone, Zambia (December 2-5)

Member of the Research Steering Group Kenya National Special Needs Education Survey 2014

List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities: (Five lines maximum)

I have authored the following publications:

· Bridging the digital divide: Inclusive IT as a service for youth with hearing impairment in Kenya (Presented at the E-learning Africa 2010, 5th International Conference on ICT for Development, Education and Training).

· Inclusive Education Guidelines, a practical manual for school inclusion (Deaf Aid Publication)

· Youth-led Project Management Manual and workbook (affirmative action for youth with disability – UN Habitat Publication)

· Project Management Guidelines for UN Habitat Youth Funds Grantees (providing an inclusive approach to project management and youth-led community engagement).

· The Convention on the Right of Persons with Disability (CRPD) and the Right to the City

A paper presented by Elizabeth Karuga (Disabled Child Monitor - Kenya) and Jean-Claude Adzalla (Deaf Aid - Kenya) At the 5th World Urban Forum in Rio de Janeiro www.un.org/disabilities/documents/iasg/iasg_5th_meeting_draft.doc)

