Annex I
Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

Name and first name:        
Monthian BUNTAN 
Date and place of birth:     
2 May 1965

Phrae Province, Thailand
Working languages:           
Thai / English

Current position/function:     

2008-present:  Member of the Senate, Royal Thai Government
2002-present:  Executive Committee Member, Foundation of Asia Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD Foundation) under Royal Patronage, and Asia Pacific Development Center on Disability
1999-present:   Founder/Coordinator, Daisy Thailand

1999-present:   Founder/Secretary General, Thai Blind Peoples’ Foundation & Vice Chair, Thai National Institute for the Blind

1993-present:   Freelance Academic Advisor/former Deputy Director, Ratchasuda College, Mahidol University, Thailand

Main activities:      
2011-present:  Chairman, Local Organizing Committee, World Blind Union/ICEVI General Assembly 2012 in Bangkok – November 2012 

2004-2012:  
President, Thailand Association of the Blind 
2003-2006: 
Thai Government Representative to Ad Hoc Committee: CRPD 

2001-2005: 
Member, Disability Advisory Committee to Thai Prime Minister 

2000-2002: 
Member, Thai National Broadcasting Commission Search Committee.

Educational background:

1993: 
Master of Arts in Music Theory/Composition (University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN USA)
1990: 
Bachelor of Arts with Honors in Music (St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN USA)
1988: 
Bachelor of Arts in English and Philosophy (Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand)




Other main activities: 
Human Rights Activist

Political and Social Activist

Disability Policy Advocate

ICT Accessibility Policy Advocate

My life focus has been and continues to be working alongside disability rights groups and movements in Thailand and around the world, from grassroots to global level.                  

In Thailand, I actively participated in drafting Thai disability laws, including the Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act B.E. 2550 (2007) and the Education Act for Persons with Disabilities B.E. 2551 (2008), ensuring consistency with CRPD principles.  Since becoming a member of the Thai Senate my work has included participating actively in drafting amendments to existing laws, to ensure they are disability friendly. Of the 40 amendments to legislation proposed, to date close to 20 have been adopted. 

Recent Publications:  
Most recent writing has been centered on keynote speeches, presentations and short articles, a selection as listed below: 
16.05.12: “ICT Accessibility:  one of the Core Components to ensure ICT for Sustainable and Inclusive Development”, presented at the ITU (International Telecommunication Union) Asia Pacific Regional Forum on ICT for Sustainable and Inclusive Development held UNESCAP Bangkok Thailand
14.03.12: Opening Address to the UNESCAP Regional Preparatory Meeting for the High Level Intergovernmental Meeting on Final Review of the Implementation of the Asia and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012, Bangkok Thailand

3.02.12: Address on behalf of the Thailand Delegation to the 50th Session of UN Commission for Social Development, New York USA

21.06.11: “Basic Principles to Ensure ICT Accessibility for All and Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)”, delivered at ITU Asia Pacific Regional Forum on Digital Inclusion for All, Singapore

12.04.11: “Accessible Tourism: A Strategic Example of CRPD Implementation”

Delivered at International Conference on Accessible Tourism Taipei, Taiwan 

4.03.11: “International Cooperation in Developing Countries: Let’s Make It More Disability-Inclusive”, delivered at Opening Ceremony UNESCAP Social Development Committee Meeting
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