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Dear members of the CRPD Committee,


we are glad to have the opportunity to make comments on the draft General Comment referring to Art. 19 CRPD.Overall the draft seems to us to be a very good one. Nevertheless we would like to let you know our comments and proposals:


1. Introduction, No. 14, Chapeau

As for example in Germany there is a new law that is even worse than the old one we suggest to add the following sentence between “implementation.” and “Some”:

Furthermore  in some countries new legislations have even worsened the situation. 


2. Introduction, No. 14 f.

We believe the concept of ableism is very important to understand the negative attitudes, stigma and stereotypes persons with disabilities have to face. Therefore we would appreciate the mentioning of ableism in this paragraph, for example in brackets behind the word “stereotypes”. Alternatively it could also make sense to explain this concept in some sentences or a new paragraph.

3. II. A. Definitions, No. 15 (d)

In Germany there is a new law that enables authorities to force persons with disabilities to take only one personal assistant for several disabled persons. This regulation is new and is meant for example for the cultural life and recreation. Therefore we suggest to add the following sentence between “delivered” and “Persons”:

Outside from institutions persons with disabilities may not be forced to share one personal assistant with others without free consent.


4. II. D. Article 19 (b) No. 29.

For the same reasons we suggest to add the following sentence as new last sentence of this paragraph:

Sharing one personal assistant with others may only be realized, when the concerned persons with disabilities agree.


5. II. E. Article 19 (c) No. 38.

For the same reasons we suggest to add the following sentence in the end between ”… stake” and “The possibility …”:

Nobody may be forced to share one personal assistant with others.

We know this is a repetition but we think it is justified by the importance of this issue.


6. II. F. Core elements No. 40 (d)

For the same reasons we suggest to add the following words at the end of the sentence behind “… services”:

…without the possibility to force persons with disabilities to share one personal assistant with others.

7. III. C. Obligations to fulfill No. 58.

For the same reasons we suggest to add the following words at the end of the penultimate sentence behind “… consent”:

… without forcing several persons with disabilities to share one personal assistant.


8. IV. Relationship with other provisions of the Convention No. 75

For the same reasons as set out under number 2 of this submission we would appreciate the mentioning of ableism in this paragraph. For example you could add it in brackets behind the word “… misconceptions”.

9. IV. Relationship with other provisions of the Convention No. 91
As the danger of being forced the share one personal assistant with others is especially high in the fields of recreational activities we would appreciate the following amendment in this paragraph behind the word “… disabilities”:

Nobody may be forced to share one personal assistant with others. 


10. V. Implementation at the national level No. 94
It is not enough to provide persons with disabilities with their rights but they have to be empowered to use them. Therefore we suggest a new para (d) as follows:

(d) Inform persons with disabilities about their right to live independently and be included in the community and provide empowerment trainings with the aim that persons with disabilities learn how to enforce their rights.


11. V. Implementation at the national level No. 94 (e)
Here again we propose to add the word ableism for example in brackets behind the word “… stereotypes”.

We would be delighted if you could include our comments.

Best regards
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Dr. Sigrid Arnade
Director of ISL
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