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UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL STUDY ON VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

RESPONSES FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF SAMOA

PART 1: LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK:

1. Describe any developments with respect to violence against children which have resulted from your country’s acceptance of international human rights instruments, including, for example, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its optional protocols, the Palermo Protocol or regional human rights instruments.  Provide information on cases concerning violence against children in which your country’s courts of tribunals have referred to international or regional human rights standards.

Taking into account Samoa’s ratification of CRC, the following bills related to violence against children have been drafted:

(a)
Young Offenders Bill – a bill to create a specialized division of the District Court to deal with youth offenders;

(b)
Infants (Adoption) Amendment 2005 – a recently enacted piece of legislation to protect children from trafficking in children, primarily the adoption of Samoan infants overseas for reward and through the use of unregulated adoption agencies; 
(c)
Education Bill – a bill to implement a new regulatory regime for primary and secondary education in Samoa. The bill contains provisions to regulate discipline of children at school, all schools must have discipline policy approved by Ministry for Education. Discipline of a child must not demean or affect a child’s integrity.

(d)
Mental Health Amendment Bill; and
(e)
Draft Domestic Violence Bill 2006 – a bill to specifically target violence in the home.  The bill contains provisions which identify the witnessing of violence as a form of violence against children, and strengthens the legal protections for victims of any form of domestic violence.
Sexual offending is prevalent in Samoa. Both the District Court and Supreme Court have responded to the issue in recent years by applying CRC to increase penalties for sexual offending. In 2003, the Supreme Court, applying CRC, increased the starting point for rape from 3 to 6 years (this case involved a girl aged 12 years) [Police v. Faletapu Puni [2003] WSSC 15 (16th June 2003)]. This year the Supreme Court imposed a sentence of 11 years for rape (the highest sentence ever imposed for rape), taking into consideration the prevalence of sexual offending against young girls (this case involved a girl aged 11 years) [Police v. Manu Tualevao, SC – Rape, April 2005, unreported]. The penalty for indecent assault to the genitals (for a boy or girl victim) is now 3 years, as opposed to the 2 years previously imposed [Police v. Gary Wright [2003] WSSC (3 October 2003) and Police v. Manu Tualevao]. The Supreme Court is presently considering submissions to increase the starting point for carnal knowledge given the prevalence of this offence in Samoa and particularly against young girls [Police v. Tui Faapoi, SC – Carnal Knowledge, February 2005, unreported, decision on sentencing pending]. The current average penalty is 18 months to 2 years. Police are requesting a starting point for carnal knowledge of 3 years. 

2. Describe how forms of violence against children are addressed in your country’s constitution, legislation and subsidiary legislation, and, where appropriate, customary law.

The Constitution of Samoa establishes all persons are equal before the law. The Constitution contains fundamental rights provisions which include the right to freedom from inhumane treatment and freedom from forced labour. Samoa’s penal code is contained in the Crimes Ordinance 1961, modeled after New Zealand’s Crimes Act at the time. Offences for violence against children include sexual crimes (rape, incest, sex with a related girl, indecent assault, carnal knowledge, sex with a mentally disabled girl, homosexual indecency on a girl or boy) and crimes against persons (killing of a child, killing an unborn child, murder, manslaughter, assault, abduction of child, neglect of a child). The Ordinance is presently under review. The stated penalty for these crimes is imprisonment. Corporal punishment is not available by law as a penalty. The Criminal Procedure Act 1972 requires offences to be determined by hearing, either before a Judge alone or with assessors (similar to jury), depending on the seriousness of the offence. The burden of proof upon prosecution to prove crimes is beyond a reasonable doubt, the burden used in common law jurisdictions. Penalties for violence against children may be handed down at customary law by village councils but the offence will still be brought to the Courts under the Crimes Ordinance. 

3. Provide details of any specific legislative provisions on:

· Prevention of all forms of physical, sexual and mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, and sexual abuse;

· Protection of children from all forms of violence;

· Redress, including compensation, for child victims of violence;

· Penalties for perpetrators of violence against children;

· Reintegration and rehabilitation of child victims of violence.

Please refer to attached copy of legislative provisions from the Crimes Ordinance 1961, Police Offences Ordinance and the Infants Ordinance 1961. It is noted there are presently no comprehensive legislative provisions for mental violence (e.g. harassment, psychological abuse), compensation for victims, reintegration or rehabilitation of child victims and child offenders. 

In the Infants Ordinance 1961 Part I Section 3. Principle on which questions relating to custody, etc, of infant to be decided – states: “Where in any proceeding in any Court, the custody or upbringing of a child is in question, the Court in deciding that question shall regard the welfare of the child as of the first and paramount importance”.

Under the Crimes Ordinance 1961 Section 11 states: “No person when under the age of 8 years shall be convicted of an offence by reason of any act done or omitted by him” and Section 12 states: “No person shall be convicted of an offence by reason of any act done or omitted by him when of the age of 8 but under the age of 14 years, unless the jury by whom he was tried, or the Court before whom he is charged having jurisdiction to deal, with the charge summarily, is of the opinion that he knew such act or omission was wrong”.

Under the Constitution – General Rights (not applying specifically to children) Section 5 – “Right to Life” (1) Since late 2003, Samoa no longer has the death penalty on its statutes.   (2) Deprivation of life shall not be regarded as having been inflicted in contravention of the provisions of this Article when results from the use of force to such extent and in such circumstances as are prescribed by law and as are reasonable justifiable – (a) in defence of any person from violence; or (b) in order to effect an arrest or to prevent the escape….(c) for the purpose of suppressing a riot, insurrection or mutiny.”

Under the Crimes Ordinance 1961 Sexual Crimes there are seven sections addressing this issue: Section 60(2) “The killing of a child is homicide if dies in consequence of injuries received before, during or after birth”; Section 72 – Infanticide – if a woman causes death to her child within 12 months of its birth; Section 73 – Killing unborn child; Section 73 A-D Abortion offences; Section 74 Concealing dead body of a child; Section 76 – Duty to provide necessities of life to, inter alia, persons who by reason of age unable to provide for themselves; Section 77 – Duty of parents and guardians to provide necessities of life for their children under 16 years.

The Film Control Act of 1978 provides for censorship of films. An Amendment Act 1998 spells out policies regarding TV and videos. It states: “(2) the approval by the Principal Censor shall not be given with respect o any film or to any part of a film which in his opinion – (a) Describes, depicts, or otherwise deals with – (1) acts of torture, the infliction of serious physical harm, acts of significant cruelty or extreme violence; (ii) sexual violence or sexual coersion, or violence or coercion in association with sexual conduct; (iii) other sexual or physical conduct of a degrading or dehumanizing or demeaning nature; (iv) sexual conduct with or by children, or young persons, or both; (v) physical conduct in which sexual satisfaction is derived from inflicting or suffering cruelty or pain; (b) Exploits the nudity of children, or young persons, or both; (c) Degrades or dehumanizes or demeans any person; (d) Promotes or encourages criminal acts or acts of terrorism; (e) Represents (whether directly or by implication) that members of any particular class of the public are inherently inferior to other members of the public by reason of any characteristic of members of that class, being a characteristic that is a prohibited ground of discrimination specified under the Constitution of the Independent State of Samoa; and (f) Any matter which is contrary to public order or undesirable in the public interest.” The office of the Principal Censor is located in the Justice Department.

Crimes Ordinance 1961 Article 77 – duty of parents and guardians to provide necessities of life for their children under 16 years.
4. Indicate whether any specific legislative provisions address all forms of violence including physical, sexual and psychological violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment and sexual exploitation against children which take place in:

· The family/home;

· Schools and pre-school care and education (both formal and non-formal, state and provide);

· Military schools;

· Institutions including care, residential, health and mental health;

· The context of law and public order enforcement including in detention facilities or prisons;

· The neighbourhood, street and the community, including in rural areas;

· The workplace (informal and formal);

· Sports and sporting facilities.

Section 12 of the Infants Ordinance provides a broad offence for any person having the custody or control of a child to ill treat or neglect that child. This section covers children in family custody, the custody of teachers, neighbours etc. It is noted Samoa does not have military schools, mental health facilities and orphanages or other such care/residential facilities.

Section 76 of the Crimes Ordinance imposes a legal duty upon any person who has the charge of a person who cannot provide for themselves, e.g. by reason of age, to provide the necessaries of life for them.

Section 77 of the Crimes Ordinance imposes a more direct legal duty upon any person who is a parent or placed in the position of a parent under Samoan custom to provide the necessaries of life for any child under 16 whether the child is helpless or not.

There is a specific provision protecting children from exploitation from causing or procuring a child to beg or gather alms under section 15 of the Police Offences Ordinance 1961.

There are specific provisions protecting children in the workforce under Article 8 of the Constitution (freedom from forced labour) and section 32 of the Labour and Employment Act 1972. Section 32 makes it unlawful to employ any child in unsuitable working conditions likely to be injurious to the physical or moral health of the child. The Commissioner of Labour is required to be informed of all children under 15 who are employed. It is unlawful to employ a child under 15 if the conditions are unsafe or unsuitable and only with the approval of the Commissioner.

Infants Ordinance 1961 – Part III – Protection of Children:

Section 12 states: “Punishment for ill-treatment and neglect of children – Any person having the custody or control of any child under the age or apparent age of 14 years who in a manner likely to cause such child unnecessary suffering or injury to its health willfully ill-treats, neglects, abandons, or exposes such child or causes or procures such child to be ill-treated, neglected, abandoned, or exposed commits an offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding $200 or to imprisonment not exceeding one year”.

5. Indicate if corporal punishment of children, in any setting, including in the family, is explicitly prohibited in your legal system.  Provide details of any legal defences available to those who administer corporal punishment to children, including in the family.  Provide information on penalties applicable to those who administer corporal punishment to children, including in the family.

For the purposes of the Infants Ordinance 1961, section 14 of the Ordinance maintains the right of a parent, teacher or other person having lawful control of a child to administer “reasonable punishment”. This term is not defined in the Ordinance although common law would require the punishment to be minimal. Although the provision has never been tested in the Courts, arguably it does not include corporal punishment if the nature of the punishment amounts to an assault for which a person can be charge under the Infants Ordinance 1961. The provision does not exonerate any person from committing an offence under the Crimes Ordinance 1961 (e.g assault, actual bodily harm, grievous bodily harm). Persons committing assault on a child are prosecuted irregardless of section 14 of the Infants Ordinance 1961. 

Corporal punishment is strictly not allowed in public schools, although it is known to occur. The Government recently settled a civil proceeding against it, paying $120,000 in compensation to a boy under 12 who lost his eye when his teacher smacked another student with a ruler, the ruler split and a piece of wood went into and injured the boy’s eye. The teacher was also convicted of assault in the District Court.

The Education Ordinance 1959 Section 16 states: “Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, every child is required to have his name enrolled on the register of some government or registered schools from the time he attains the age of 5 years until 14 years or sooner completes the work of year 8”. Section 21 provides that the failure to enroll a child at a registered school, the parent will commit an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $100.” Section 23 requires that every child required to be enrolled must attend school
6. Provide information on whether the penal code permits corporal punishment and/or capital punishment as a sentence fro crimes committed by under 18 years olds.

Samoa’s penal code, the Crimes Ordinance 1961, does not allow corporal punishment and or capital punishment for any person.

7. Provide details on whether bullying/hazing and sexual harassment are explicitly addressed by legislation.

Bullying/hazing and sexual harassment is not specifically covered in any legislation, however assault is an offence in Samoa under section 78 of the Crimes Ordinance 1961. Assault is broadly defined therein as the act of intentionally applying or attempting to apply force to any person, directly or indirectly, or threatening such force to the person. The offence of assault is liberally administered in the District Court to cover a wide range of harassment situations. Furthermore, under the Police Offices Ordinance 1961 (sections 4 and 15), there are specific offences for certain types of harassment, namely, saying insulting words or using profanity, causing a disturbance in public, throwing stones or other objects at a person, and generally disorderly conduct. Under section 45 of the Crimes Ordinance 1961 it is unlawful to do an indecent act in public with the intent to insult or offend any person.

8. Provide information on the way in which harmful or violent traditional practices, including but not limited to female genital mutilation, child marriage or honour crimes are addressed in your country.

Samoa does not have any customary practices that specifically involve violence towards children. There are no customary practices of genital mutilation, child marriage or honour crimes. What about teenage pregnancy, vilification and pressure to marry?
9. Provide information on the applicability of specific provisions to address all forms of violence against children to non-citizens and stateless children, including asylum seekers and displaced children.  If specific provisions do not apply to such children, provide details of protection offered to them.

There are no specific legislative provisions addressing violence against children to non-citizens and stateless children. Under the Constitution and Samoa’s general laws, children are protected, regardless of nationality or place of origin. Notably, Samoa does not have a major problem with immigrations, stateless persons, refugees etc.

10. Provide information on any difference in the definition of violence and the applicable legal framework according to:

· The sex or sexual orientation of the victim and/or of the perpetrator;

· The age of the victim and/or of the perpetrator;

· The relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, including, but not limited to infanticide, sexual violence in marriage, incest and sexual abuse within the family, and physical chastisement.

Samoan law contains no discriminatory provisions in its application in terms of physical violence however age, gender and sexual orientation discrepancies do exist in the legal protection afforded in cases of sexual violence.  The Crimes Ordinance 1961 provides the following penalties for crimes of sexual violence against children:

· s50 Sexual intercourse by man with young girl living in his family – up to 7 years imprisonment
· s51 Sexual intercourse with girl under 12 – up to 10 years imprisonment

· s52 Indecency with girl under 12 – up to 7 years imprisonment

· s53 Sexual intercourse or indecency with girl between 12 and 16 – up to 7 years imprisonment (defence to charge if perpetrator under 21 and believe girl over 16)
· s54 Indecent assault on woman or girl – up to 5 years imprisonment
· s58B Indecent act between woman over 21 and girl under 16 – up to 5 years imprisonment

· s58C Indecency between man over 21 and boy under 16 – up to 7 years imprisonment

· s58D Indecency between males – up to 5 years imprisonment (boy under 16 can be charged if other male involved under 21 years of age)

11. Provide information on any recent comprehensive review of the legal framework to address violence against children.

A report regarding the legislative compliance of Samoa with the Convention on the Rights of the Child has recently been completed.  It addresses the legal framework in relation to all provisions of the convention.  Copy attached.
12. Provide information on any studies and surveys which have been undertaken to assess the impact of legal measures to address violence against children.

None. 

13. Identify those parts of the court structure in your country tasked with addressing violence against children.  Indicate if your family or juvenile courts have specific responsibility for this issue. 

Currently, there is no special or separate part of Samoa’s Court structure to address violence against children. Violence against children is addressed according to the penalty imposed for the offence. Offences with a maximum penalty below 7 years are dealt with in the District Court. Offences with a maximum penalty over 7 years are dealt with in the Supreme Court. 

14. Provide information on any legislatively defined minimum age required for valid consent to sexual activity.  Is this age different for girls and boys?  Is this age different in respect of heterosexual activities?

Under the Crimes Ordinance, generally the legal age for consensual sexual activity for a girl with a male or female non-relative is 16.  There is no minimum legal age for consensual sex for a boy with a female non-relative, but a boy under the age of 16 cannot consent to sex with a male over 21.  There is no minimum age for consensual sex between males where one of the males is under 21.  Note that homosexual sexual activity between any age group is an offence.
15. Provide information on the minimum age of marriage for women and men.

Minimum age for marriage is 16 for a girl and 18 for a boy. Refer to section 9 of the Marriage Ordinance 1961. This provision is likely to be reviewed in the forthcoming review of Samoa’s marriage and divorce laws.

16. Provide information on legislation and other measures to prevent the commercial sexual exploitation of children, including through prostitution and other unlawful sexual activities.  Provide details on means to ensure that child victims of such exploitation are not criminalized.  Provide information on legislation or other measures to prohibit all forms of sale or trafficking in children, including by their parents.

Under section 16 of the Police Offences Ordinance 1961, enticing or soliciting for prostitution is illegal. The Crimes Ordinance 1961 provides offences for keeping or running places of resort and brothels for homosexual activity and prostitution (refer section 58J and 58K). It is unlawful for any person to exploit prostitution, including living on the earnings of prostitution (section 58L) and procuring for gain or reward sex between a woman or girl and any man who is not her husband (section 58M).  Other sexual offences in relation to children under the Criminal Ordinance 1961 (specified above in question 10) generally specifically provide for non prosecution of the child victim.     
Trafficking of children is covered by legislation under The Crimes Ordinance 1961 Article 83. Abduction of woman or girl – “Every one is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 years who takes away or detains any woman or girl, whether she is married or not, without her consent, or with her consent obtained by fraud or duress….’ 83A Kidnapping – (1) “Every one is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years who unlawfully carries off or detains any person without his consent, or with his consent obtained by fraud or duress, with intent: a) To cause him to be confined, with intent; or b) To cause him be sent or taken out of Samoa; or c) To hold him for ransom or to service.” (2) “A child under the age of 16 years shall be deemed to be incapable of consenting to being carried off or detained.” (3) “No one shall be convicted of an offence against this section who gets possession of any child, claiming in good faith a right to the possession of the child” And, 83B Abduction of child under 16 (1) “Every one is liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 years who, with intent to deprive any parent or guardian or other person having the lawful care or charge of any child under the age of 16 years of the possession of the child, or with intent to have sexual intercourse with any child being a girl under the age, unlawfully: a) Takes or entices away or detains the child; or b) Receives the child, knowing that the child has been so taken or enticed away or detained.” (2) “It is immaterial whether or not the child consents, or is taken or goes at the child’s own suggestion, or whether or not the offender believed the child to be of or over the age of 16.” (3) “No one shall be convicted of an offence against this section who get possession of any child, claiming in good faith a right to the possession of the child.”

17. Provide information on legislation and other measures to prohibit the production, possession and dissemination of child pornography.  In particular, please provide information on any controls on pornography produced and/or disseminated via the internet.

The possession, production and distribution of all forms of pornography are prohibited in Samoa (s43, Crimes Ordinance 1961 and s3 Indecent Publications Ordinance 1960).  There are currently no specific controls regarding pornography produced and/or disseminated via the Internet.
18. Provide information on any legislation or guidelines to protect children from injurious information and material transmitted through the media, Internet, videos, electronic games, etc.

The Film Control Act 1987 provides for a Film Control Board to regulate and control the exhibition of films and the censorship thereof .
19. Provide information on legislation, regulations or administrative directives requiring reporting of all forms of violence against and abuse of children in all settings to appropriate bodies.  If reporting legislation, regulations or administrative directives exist, please indicate whether all citizens are required to report, or whether the obligation falls on certain professional groups only.  Provide details of any sanctions for non-reporting.

There are currently no legislative obligations to report violence against and abuse of children to appropriate bodies.
20. Provide information on any complaints procedures relating to all forms of violence against children perpetrated in:

· The family/home;

· Schools and pre-school care and education (both formal and non-formal, state and private);

· Military schools;

· Institutions, state and private, including care, residential, health and mental health;

· The context of law and public order enforcement including in detention facilities or prisons;

· The neighbourhood, street and the community, including in rural areas;

· The workplace (informal and formal);

· Sports and sporting facilities.

Currently the only complaints procedures relating to violence against children rest in use of the Court system either through civil or criminal proceedings.
21. Indicate whether children or persons acting on their behalf can access these procedures.   Indicate whether legal aid is available to facilitate submission of complaints, and the circumstances in which legal aid will be available.

Samoa’s Courts prefer children are represented. There is limited legal aid available, and only for defendants of serious criminal offending. The Attorney General, in the exercise of her common law duties to protect vulnerable persons and to give effect to CRC has and does represent children in civil proceedings. The Attorney General is currently representing children in disputed adoption cases to provide independent legal counsel for them. The Attorney General in the past has been guardian ad litem and ward for abandoned infants. This service is provided free. 

22. Describe steps which have been taken to raise awareness of possibilities to submit complaints about violence against children.

23. Provide information on any special procedural or evidentiary rules which may apply in proceedings with respect to violence against children.

There are no written procedural or evidentiary rules and Samoa’s Courts will rely on their common law jurisdiction. Relying on CRC, both the District and Supreme Court have issued a number of practice directives regarding applicable procedural or evidentiary rules for proceedings involving children, particularly in areas where there has been mounting concern, namely adoption of infants (District Court) and sexual offending (District and Supreme Court) and assaults on children (District and Supreme Court). For example, the Supreme Court recently issued a practice direction doing away with the requirement of corroboration for sexual offence cases [confirmed in Police v. Moli Lesa Moli – SC, Attempted Rape June 2005, unreported and decision pending]. Other procedures allowed by the Court include directions for unrepresented defendants to cross examine victims through the judge [Police v. Manu Tualevao – SC, Rape, April 2005 unreported]. 

24. Provide information on the usual outcome of complaints of violence against children (e.g. compensation, punishment of  erpetrators, perpetrator rehabilitation, family therapy).

There is a 93% success rate for prosecutions in the Supreme Court, where the second most prevalent offending is sexual offending, increasingly against children. As detailed above, the penalties imposed on offenders are lengthy, usually being imprisonment. Formal rehabilitation and family therapy has begun to become available from the State through the Ministry of Justice and Court’s Administration probation service. 

There is a customary practice of ie foga whereby the offender’s family makes apology to the victim’s family, and if accepted, all matters are considered settled by the families. This practice is important for peace among families and customarily, is supposed to finalize reconciliation. There is anecdotal evidence to suggest that ie foga is an effective method of restorative justice in Samoa. Ie foga does not prevent crimes from being prosecuted by the Courts but may be taken into account during sentencing as mitigating factor. Unless there are special circumstances to withdraw a charge relating to a crime committed on a child, the prosecution maintains a no drop policy. The District Court has imposed a no drop policy for domestic violence cases. 

25. Provide information on the usual outcome of legal proceedings in which children and juveniles are found guilty of perpetrating violence (e.g. imprisonment, corporal punishment, community service, perpetrator rehabilitation, family therapy).

The usual outcome of legal proceedings for children found guilty of offending depends on whether the offence is presided over in the District or Supreme Court of Samoa. The penalties are generally either imprisonment, monetary fine, or community service. The Probation Office of the Ministry of Justice and Courts Administration provides rehabilitation programs for youth offenders, including counseling and training on employment skills.

PART 2. INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK AND RESOURCES TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN:

26. Are there any Governmental authorities, structures and mechanisms, including at federal, state/ provincial, municipal and local level which are currently responsible for addressing violence against children?

YES. 

If YES, identify these authorities, structures and mechanisms and describe how coordination is ensured.

This include the Division for Women of the Ministry of Women, Community and Social Development (DFW-MWCSD) as the National Focal point for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In light of this role of the DFW-MWCSD, a CRC Partnership was established in 1999 to look at the implementation and promotion of CRC nationally. The Partnership consists of government and non-government organizations whose work is to do with the development and/or the protection of children in different areas. The Partnership is chaired by the Assistant Chief Executive Officer of the Division for Women and the Secretary is the Principal Programs and Training Officer of the Division for Women.  

27. Is there a lead government authority tasked with responsibility for addressing violence against children?

The Division for Women of the Ministry of Women, Community and Social Development (DFW-MWCSD) is the national focal point for the Convention on the Rights of the Child and is therefore tasked with the responsibility of addressing violence against children. An AusAID funded project on the protection of children from abuse and neglect known as the Pacific Children’s Program (PCP) is coordinated by the DFW-MWCSD and is also contributing to the work on violence against children in Samoa.  

28. Are specific financial and/ or human resources allocated by your country to address violence generally?

YES. This is reflected in the work of the Ministry of Police, Prisons and Fire Services and the work of the Ministry of Justice and Courts Administration. 
If YES, indicate the extent of these allocations.

Please refer to a copy of the summary of budget allocations for the Ministry of Police, Prisons and Fire Service, and the Ministry of Justice and Courts Administration for this financial year and the last financial year that is attached. 

The government of Samoa has since made financial provision in its 2003-04 budget through the Ministry of Justice, & Courts Administration  to build and run a Young Offenders Rehabilitation Center.
29. Does your country allocate specific financial and/or human resources to activities to address violence against children?

YES. Refer to a copy of the summary of budget allocations for the Ministry of Women, Community & Social Development that is attached.

If YES, provide details.

One of the outputs of the DFW-MWCSD under the MWCSD budget is the Protection of Children Services. This budget line provides funds for the implementation of activities in line with the government of Samoa’s obligations under the CRC. This is a new budget line and it was established for activity implementation this financial year (2004/2005) and the total appropriation provided was SAT$182,999. It is projected that this budget allocation for the output on the Protection of Children Services will continue to increase given the amount of work that needs to be done in this area. 

In line with the provisions in this budget line, is the proposal for the establishment of a section within the DFW-MWCSD on the Protection of Children. It is anticipated that staff currently employed by PCP will be weaned into the budget and structure of the MWCSD once the project finishes. Apart from those specific details, personnel are also funded from the budget line on the    Protection of Children and they are used interchangeably for the work on the CRC and CEDAW within the DFW-MWCSD. The Senior Programs and Training Officer for the Division for Women is currently seconded to manage the PCP as the Program Manager. She will remain the Senior Programs and Training Officer for the DFW at the conclusion of the project, and will continue to focus on the work on CRC and the protection of children from abuse and neglect.  

As the national focal point for CRC, allocations for personnel are also provided in the budget of the MWCSD. At present, there is 18 staff including the Assistant Chief Executive Officer of the Division for Women that are working on the advancement of women and the protection of children. Six out of 18 work specifically on CRC including 2 PCP staff whose work is specifically on the Protection of children from abuse and neglect. 

There is also the work of other sectors such as in the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice and Courts Administration, Ministry of Police, Prisons and Fire Service and the Office of the Attorney General that also contribute either directly or indirectly towards violence against children, as members of the CRC Partnership. The work in these sectors also contribute to the protection of children from abuse through the coordination of the DFW-MWCSD as the national focal point for CRC. For example, the Ministry of Health has an Injury Prevention Program and this contributes to the protection of some violence against children if they are not looked after properly. There is also the Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture policy against Corporal Punishment and this also contributes to the cause. The Ministry of Police, Prisons and Fire Service is also coordinating a “Safer Samoa Campaign” as part of their Institutional Strengthening Project funded by the Government of Australia, and this also contributes to the overall work on violence against children. In saying that the commitment by the government of Samoa through the different projects and initiatives driven by these Ministries to address violence against children is reflected in the examples provided. 

A Safer Samoa, the Police Ministry’s new community based policing strategy aims to improve Police capacity to provide a safer environment for all Samoans whether this is in the home, on the roads or wherever. Part of the strategy entails improving Police capacity to deal with violence in the community including domestic violence, through training and upskilling and by increasing the numbers of women taking on operational roles in the force. Already, 15% of the Police force are women. Their expanded numbers is expected to help the Police in dealing with domestic related problems.

         Community based policing has meant the Police going out to the community to highlight law and order issues including domestic violence against women and children, and to work on strategies to enhance safety and law and order in the community. A Safer Samoa is a five year program that started in 2004.

30. Do international or bilateral donors provide resources to your country for activities to address violence against children?

YES.

If YES, indicate the extent of these resources and the way in which they are used.

At the moment, the Division for Women of the Ministry of Women, Community & Social Development (DFW-MECSD) is presently coordinating the Pacific Children’s Program (PCP) on the protection of children from abuse and neglect, an AusAID funded project that is being implemented in Samoa, Fiji and Vanuatu. The implementation of the activities for this project is providing financial and technical assistance to address violence against children in Samoa in different components as follows:

The overall goal of the PCP is “To contribute to the reduction of child abuse and neglect of children in Pacific Island Countries”. The purpose of the project if “To increase family, community and government responsibility for child protection in Fiji, Vanuatu and Samoa”.

The program implementation Principles and strategies are:

a) Implement a primary prevention, community-based, strengths based, whole of community approach.

b) Derive strategies and activities from well founded local or international research and local information and knowledge.

c) Encourage a participatory approach to development, implementation and review of activities and strategies. 

Component One: - Strategies to Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect:

The objective for this component is the establishment of strategies for the prevention of child abuse and neglect. The Program will assist countries to review existing efforts and to undertake national consultations with stakeholders with a view to further strengthen and document collaboration through a locally conceived and owned strategy for prevention of child abuse and neglect. The strategy will incorporate a whole of government approach, working at multi levels of government, and will be cross sectoral in nature. 

Under this component, the first round of consultations with stakeholders on the development of a discussion paper for the development of the national preventive strategy for Samoa has been completed. It is anticipated that the national preventive strategy will be in place for implementation for the new financial year.

Component Two: Information Systems.

The objective for this component is to have in place for utilization appropriate country level information on child protection. The program will provide assistance for its further development through technical expertise and other technical inputs. End of Program KABP Surveys utilizing a refined, shortened and improved version of questionnaires employed for baseline surveys will focus on key areas of Program focus. These will be undertaken in the latter stages of the extension phase, and along with other rapid community survey and review processes, will be instrumental to the Program’s evaluation.

For Samoa, the first KABP Survey which has been undertaken as part of implementation has been used for the development of the program’s approach and focus. A Maintenance Manual for the Child Protection Information System has been completed and work on the development of an Information System is also under way. A CPIS Program using Microsoft Excel has been developed for use at this stage for easy access but it is hoped that a CPIS using a proper software will be established by the end of the project so as to protect tampering by easy accessibility of the Microsoft Excel Program that is used presently.

Also as part of the initiatives of the PCP, a child vendors survey has been conducted through the CRC Partnership and the results are yet to be made available.  

Component Three: Family and Community Preventive Action:

The objective for this component is the operation of family and community preventive action programs. A Facilitation Package on the protection of child abuse and neglect has been developed for use in the communities and Training in Facilitation Skills and utilization of the package has been provided for mentors and community facilitators to further train people in the communities to use it to facilitate good and to strengthen already existing child protection practices in the community. 

From April 2002 until the end of December 2004, 25 people have been trained as mentors of the Facilitation Approach and 103 people have been trained as facilitators. The package was implemented in 8 villages for the said period. 

Sectoral workshops have also been conducted for the church ministers being one of the sectors that also have a stake in the protection of children from abuse and neglect as Sunday school teachers. This was funded by the DFW-MWCSD local budget with minimal financial assistance from the PCP. A sectoral workshop was also conducted for church ministers and this was coordinated by the DFW-MWCSD in collaboration with the National Council of Churches.     

The production of IEC materials has also been done under this component. These included videos, a CRC Booklet which outlines the rights of the child as well as the responsibilities that come with these rights, bookmarks, leaflets and fact sheets. A total quantity of printed items distributed stands at around 10,000. A key activity that has also been undertaken is the review of the first round of IEC production and dissemination. The strategy for the production of the IEC materials involved the CRC Partnership members in the planning and implementation of the strategy. In effect, different IEC materials were subcontracted to each of the partner organizations with the DFW-MWCSD coordinating the activity. This approach resulted in intensive interaction amongst the various organizations and considerable discussion about the messages to be delivered to communities. The DFW-MWCSD through the PCP will recruit a temporary IEC Coordinator to coordinate the production of IEC materials in Samoa for the duration of the project. 

Through the work of the PCP also, a number public awareness processes have taken place and these included press releases to the media on relevant national and local events, presentations at various for a, articles in the MWCSD’s monthly newsletter and the DFW-MWCSD’s quarterly Conch Shell, radio interviews on the MWCSD’s radio program, newspaper articles and public appearances on TV. There was also a mini campaign to acknowledge the World Day for the Prevention of Child Abuse (19 November) and the International Day for the Rights of the Child (20 November ). This included a re rerun of the videos produced on the different forms of abuse for 2 weeks and a special 30 minute panel interview on TV with the national advocate and the Chief Executive Officer of the MWCSD. 

A Small Grants Scheme (SGS) for awareness and prevention programs at the community level is also provided for under this component. A small grant is given to the village women’s committees to coordinate and implement their own awareness and prevention programs and this has been much appreciated by the village communities. To date, the SGS has covered 120 villages in Samoa. 

Component Four: National and Local Advocacy:

The overall objective of this component is that government, institutional and community leaders have demonstrate an understanding of and therefore a commitment to child protection. Samoa’s strategy for this component has been the appointment of a national advocate to target the village councils on child protection issues being the authority at the community/ village level. This has been successful in terms of getting the village leaders to understand the message on the protection of children from abuse and neglect. To date, 18 village councils have been reached in the work of the National Advocate. Two other additional advocates have come on board and they will target church ministers and leaders in the religious sector in Samoa. 

Component Five: Regional Coordination and Management:

Under this component, the PCP has provided technical assistance for the work on the child abuse and neglect through local and overseas consultants. These include the work of the consultant on the Facilitation Package, the development of the CPIS Maintenance Manual as well as the development of the CPIS. 

Under this same component, opportunities have been provided for the DFW-MWCSD staff to attend regional and international forums for capacity building processes. The attendance of the PCP staff at the Project Coordinating Committee Meetings have also provided an opportunity for networking with other country partners on child protection matters. Participation of staff at International Congresses and Conferences has also featured under this component. 

In terms of staffing, there is 3 local PCP staff and they not only focus on the work of the PCP they are also being used interchangeably for the overall work on the Convention in the DFW-MWSCD.   While the Senior Programs and Training Officer of the DFW-MWCSD is seconded to manage the PCP, it is anticipated that at the positions of the other 2 PCP staff will be weaned into the DFW-MWCSD structure when the project finishes. 

Previously, we have sought assistance from UNICEF to provide funding to conduct National Children’s Forums to raise their awareness about their rights as stipulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and their responsibilities that come with these rights. UNICEF’s assistance had also been sought to help Samoa prepare its report on CRC that is now almost final.   

31. Does your country provide any assistance to other countries’ efforts to respond to the problem of violence against children?

YES.

If YES, provide details.

The only type of assistance that we have been able to give other countries was through the PCP (which involves Fiji and Vanuatu) and the sharing of information and experiences on best practices in the protection of child abuse and neglect. Otherwise, we are barely making ends meet with the limited resources that we have locally for the protection of children from abuse and neglect.  

32. If your country has a national human rights institution, such as a human rights commission or ombudsman, or a child specific human rights institution, does it have any role or competence in the area of violence against children, including receiving complaints?

Although we have an Ombudsman, it does not have a specific role in addressing violence against children, so the answer to the question is NO. 

If YES, provide details.

33. Are there any particular parliamentary structures (for example special committees) to address violence against children?

YES.

If YES, provide details.

We have the National Council on the CRC (NCCRC) and this is the national committee which looks at the policy and legislations relating to the implementation of the Convention in Samoa.  We also have the CRC Partnership which is made up of government and non government organizations whose work contribute to the development of and the protection of children from abuse and neglect. The DFW-MWCSD as the national focal point facilitated the establishment of the CRC Partnership in 1999 to look at the promotion and implementation of the Convention in Samoa. This committee is instrumental in the promotion and implementation of CRC nationally with the DFW-MWCSD leading the way as the coordinating agency for the Convention. The CRC Partnership is also used as the Taskforce for the PCP that looks specifically at the implementation of activities on the protection of children from abuse and neglect.

34. Have there been any recent parliamentary initiatives to address violence against child ren?

NO.

If YES, please give details. 

III. ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN ADDRESSING VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

35. Describe significant civil society initiatives addressing violence against children in your country, including the types of institutions (such as academic institutions, professional associations, women’s associations, student associations, community based groups, faith based groups, child and youth led groups, trade unions, employer’s organizations, national non-government organizations, international non-government organizations) and the major activities engaged in (including advocacy, awareness raising, research, prevention, rehabilitation and treatment of children harmed by violence, provision of services, provision of resources).

The role of Civil Society in addressing violence against children is transparent in the work of the NGOs whose areas of focuses are on child abuse and neglect. Mapusaga o Aiga and ECPAT Samoa are the 2 NGOs that are specifically working on addressing violence against children through their public awareness and community outreach programs. There is also the work of the Catholic Family Ministry through its Fiaola Crisis Clinic and Sautiamai and they too, through their affiliation with the CRC Partnership also address violence against children in their work to some extent. Previously, the National Council of Women formulated a project which was also their own initiative called ‘ Tetee Atu I le Sasa” (Saying No to Physical Punishment.) for children under the age of 18. This project was funded by assistance from the New Zealand government. 

The participation of the Women’s Community Based Organizations (CBOs) in the PCP Small Grants Scheme component has also provided an opportunity for these CBOs to specifically address violence Against Children. The conduct of the SGS processes has been very effective in terms of having the information on the protection of children from abuse provided by the village women themselves which in turn made easier for the community people to accept the messages presented. They have also been effective in terms of coverage and in terms of reaching the village council members and church leaders in these village communities. A Qualitative Study Report On Child Protection Practices in Samoa, conducted by the University of the South Pacific, as part of the Pacific Children’s Program, has been released. The research was funded by The Australian Government for the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID). 

36. Describe the support provided by your government for these activities and the efforts made to coordinate civil society and government initiatives. 

The support given by government for these initiatives have been very much through the DFW-MWCSD as the national focal point for CRC as well as the coordinating agency for the PCP. Given the successes of the SGS activities funded by the PCP, the provision of funding from the local budget to the CBOs for the same purpose began this year with the establishment of an output for the Protection of Children Services in the MWCSD’s budget.

Support has also been provided through the provision of the technical assistance to these CBOs on the CRC and the focuses of the PCP.  

37. Describe the role played by the media in addressing violence against children.

The media through the DFW-MWCSD and the work of the national advocate under the PCP has also shown support in the provision of time and the space available on TV and also in the print media to promote the CRC and therefore the local efforts on addressing violence against children. The TV has also been instrumental in providing the coverage on the activities conducted at the community level, specifically the activities of the Women CBOs under the PCP Small Grants Scheme. 

Practically, every Government ministry produces a radio program. Others include children’s programs on Saturday mornings which are aired over the national and private radio services . Two other new radio stations have been established, increasing use and availability of this medium. One local private radio station – Talofa FM airs a weekly talk back show on Protection of Children from all forms of Abuse. 

The Ministry of Health actively uses the mass media to disseminate information to the public both by spot announcements and by programmes. There is no free community service time allotted by the State although  programmes may be aired without cost when treated as news. Samoa Broadcasting Corporation [SBC] used to produce a programme called “Samoa Maloloina” (Healthy Living). It was free to the Ministry of Health to use for disseminating information.  Another popular state television programme,: E te Silafia [Do you know?] often raises concerns about children.

With the expansion of electricity to most homes in Samoa, the introduction of TV has been widely accepted.  TVS has normal hours of 4-11 pm daily. However, times can vary according to the interests and demands of the viewers such as when sports matches involving national teams are broadcast live from overseas. 

 
The first hour of broadcasting each day is a children’s programme from overseas. There are nature programmes and other educational/general interest programmes shown regularly. World news from New Zealand, Australia, China, and from networks such as CNN and BBC are rebroadcast daily by local television. Plus local news and other interest programmes produced locally. Television broadcasts from neighboring American Samoa are also received by people in many parts of Samoa.  There are two cable TV networks but with coverage limited to the urban areas. 

There are two Christian television services; Graceland Broadcasting Network (GBN) and Trinity Broadcasting that offer international companies that offer television worldwide including Samoa. They provide almost round the clock religious programmes and comment.  There are other paid commercial television channel operated  by local companies..

           In addition to state radio, there are four privately owned and run radio services. One is Radio Polynesia, a commercial radio station. The other five are religious stations. All these radio stations air child protection programmes. 
IV. CHILDREN AS ACTORS IN ADDRESSING VIOLENCE.

38. Provide information on the involvement and consultation of children in designing activities, and in the implementation and monitoring of programmes and policies to address violence against children. 

The DFW-MWCSD conducts an annual National Children’s Forum on the CRC. This is the time to obtain the views of the children on what they think their rights are and also on what they think their responsibilities are in realizing these rights. From these forums, the DFW-MWCSD is able to get information for program design and direction specifically on the Convention. 

Children’s views are also sought for production of Information, Education & Communication materials. 
39. Describe the involvement, if any, of children in designing special procedural or evidentiary rules applying in court proceedings with respect to hearings concerning violence against children. Provide details including ages and other details of the children involved. 

None.

40. Describe the amount and type of resources made available to support children’s participation in activities to address violence against children. 

At present, this is only through the budget line on the protection of children services administered by the DFW-MWCSD. 

V. POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN.

41. Does your government have a comprehensive policy concerning violence against children?

  Not yet, but funding has recently been approved from the World Health Organization to develop a National Policy for Children. It is anticipated that the protection of children from abuse and neglect will also be one of the major focuses of this policy. 

If YES, provide details and describe any gender specific provisions included in the policy.

42. Does your Government deliver, or provide direct support for delivery by other agencies, of specific programmes aimed at preventing and responding to violence against children?

YES.

If YES, please provide available summary report, or URLs, of these programmes, and indicate, using the table below, which settings and types of violence are addressed by these programmes?

	
	Physical
	Sexual
	Psychological
	Neglect
	HTPs
	Other

	Family/ Home
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	
	

	Schools
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	
	

	Institutions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood/ Community
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	
	

	Workplace
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Law Enforcement
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please also refer to the report attached on the work of the DFW-MWCSD through the PCP that has 

43. Does your government monitor the impact of these policies and programs directed towards violence against children?

If YES, describe the monitoring systems and provide a URL or other reference where the systems and outcomes are described in greater details.

44. Does your government participate in any internationally coordinated activities concerning violence against children?

NO.

If YES, provide details. 

VI. DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH.

45. Over the past five years, has there been any victimization, epidemiological or other population based surveys of any forms of violence against children in your country?

YES.

If YES, provide details or references, or attach.

In 2001, a Qualitative Survey was conducted as part of the PCP to look at Child Protection practices in Samoa. A copy of this study is attached. There was also a KABP Survey on Child Abuse and Neglect in Samoa. A report on this study is also attached. 

46. Have there been any small-scale or representative interview studies with parents and children on violent victimization of children?

YES.

If so, please give details.

As in 45.  

47. Over the past five years, has your government conducted or commissioned any scientific research projects on the problem of violence against children?

As of above.

If YES, indicate the subject of this research and where the findings of these projects may be consulted in more detail. 

As of above. 

48. Have studies or surveys been undertaken into the impact of legal measures to address violence against children?

NO.

If YES, provide details or references, or attach.

49. Does your government have a system for formal inquiries into all child deaths in which it is known or suspected that violence may have played any part?

NO.

Provide details.

50. Are regular (e.g. annual) reports published describing the statistical profile of the known or suspected violent deaths investigated by the system?

They are not published but the Ministry of Police, Prisons and Fire Services keeps their records for planning processes. The DFW-MWCSD is also coordinating the Child Protection Information System, as a component of the PCP and this is the first information system that will provide information on the statistical profile of the known or suspected violent deaths investigated by the system. 

If YES, what proportion of all homicide deaths are under the age 18?
	YEAR
	PROPORTION OF HOMICIDE DEATHS UNDER 18 YEARS

	2000
	0

	2001
	0

	2002
	5%

	2003
	0

	
	


51. If your reports on the national profile of known and suspected violent deaths are published by your government, indicate how the data is broken down for the purpose of reporting (check all that apply):

	Sex
	YES

	Age
	YES

	Ethnicity
	YES

	Manner of death (homicide, suicide, undetermined)
	YES

	External causes of death (firearm, strangulation, etc)
	YES

	Geographical location of incident (address)
	YES

	Scene of occurrence (home, school, etc)
	NO

	Time and date of incident
	NO

	Victim-perpetrator relationship
	NO

	Other:
	


52. Provide the total number of reported cases of violence against children in 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003.

	YEAR


	NUMBER OF REPORTED CASES
	TYPE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILD VICTIM

	2000
	28
	20 sexual violence, 8 physical violence

	2001
	25
	12 sexual violence, 13 physical violence

	2002
	39
	29 sexual violence, 10 physical violence

	2003
	26
	13 sexual violence, 13 physical violence


Note:
The source for the above information was the Ministry of Police, Prisons and Fire Service.  

53. Provide the total number of convictions and reported cases for the various categories of crimes of violence recorded against children in 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003. 

As in answer to question 52. 

	YEAR


	NUMBER OF REPORTED CASES
	TYPE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILD VICTIM

	2000
	28
	20 sexual violence, 8 physical violence

	2001
	25
	12 sexual violence, 13 physical violence

	2002
	39
	29 sexual violence, 10 physical violence

	2003
	26
	13 sexual violence, 13 physical violence


VII. AWARENESS, ADVOCACY AND TRAINING.

54. Over the last five years has your government conducted or commissioned any campaigns for raising awareness and preventing violence against children?

YES.

If YES, please describe any recent campaigns, including the settings and types of violence that were the subjects of the campaigns and the target audience (general public, caregivers, teachers, etc.)

As in question 30 with the implementation of the PCP in Samoa. This campaign covered physical, sexual, emotional and verbal abuse. The target audience was the general public including parents, caregivers, teachers, church ministers and others. 

55. How are the campaign messages and information disseminated (check all that apply)?

	Print media
	YES - Newspaper articles

	Radio
	YES 

	Television
	YES- 5 x 5minute video spots, Gameshow on child protection messages

	Theatre
	Yes

	Schools
	YES through bookmarks

	Others
	 YES –distribution of information leaflets & pamphlets, hosting of game shows 


56. Over the last five years, has your government provided, commissioned or sponsored training programmes in the area of violence against children?

YES.

If YES, indicate which of the following areas were addressed by the last such training programmes and which provide groups received training (check all that apply).

	
	Prevention
	Protection
	Redress
	Rehabilitation
	Penalties

	Medical Professionals, (including nurses, psychiatrists and dentists)
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Public Health practitioners
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Social Workers & Psychologists
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Teachers & other educators
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Court officials (including judges)
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Police
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Prison officers
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Juvenile Offenders personnel, Institution personnel, Parents/ guardians
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Church Ministers
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Village mayors
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Women’s Committees
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Church Ministers’ wives
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO


Please provide details. 

These have been the people that the DFW-MWCSD through its local budget but more so through the PCP, has been able to provide training for to an extent on the protection as well as the prevention of violence against children in Samoa. 

	GROUP


	TRAINING PROVIDED

	Nurses
	Facilitation Package on the Protection of Children from Abuse and Neglect (FP), The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC Training)

	Public Health Practitioners
	CRC Training

	Social workers
	FP, CRC Training 

	Teachers
	FP, CRC Training

	Probation & Parole Officers
	FP, CRC Training

	Church Ministers
	FP, CRC Training

	Village Mayors
	Village level advocacy program on the protection of children from abuse and neglect

	Women leaders & Women representatives
	FP, CRC Training, Village level advocacy program on the protection of children from abuse and neglect

	Church Minister’s wives
	CRC Training

	Community Workers
	FP, CRC Training

	DFW-MWCSD Staff
	FP, CRC Training


Note: The Facilitation Package was developed in place of the Training Package that the PCP introduced to be used at the Community level to train the community on how to prevent abuse and neglect and how to protect their children from abuse and neglect. The Facilitation Model was an idea that was out forward by the PCP Samoa Project Coordinator at the time, and the purpose was to build on the existing strengths and systems to facilitate the protection and prevention of child abuse and neglect, instead of introducing new ideas that the PCP had proposed to do with the development of the Training Package on the Protection of Children from Abuse and Neglect. The Facilitation Package has therefore worked well in terms of getting the target audience to discuss child protection practices that are already in place and to discuss how these can be strengthened and made better to further facilitate the protection of children from abuse and neglect. 

Most of the people in the groups as mentioned above, are the members of the CRC Partnership and they have been receiving training on the said areas, as part of their participation in the CRC Partnership. The CRC Partnership consists of government and non-government organizations whose work is to do with the development of children in different areas. The DFW-MWCSD facilitated the establishment of the CRC Partnership in 1999 to look at the implementation and promotion of CRC nationally. This is the body that is very much instrumental in the implementation of CRC and therefore the implementation of the PCP which focuses specifically on the protection of children form abuse and neglect. 
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