OHCHR follow-up to the Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children (The Study)
Introduction

The Study report
 and the more detailed World Report on Violence against Children expose the magnitude of various forms of violence to which children are exposed all around the world. 

Human rights mechanisms, especially the Committee on the Rights of the Child, have long been addressing violence against children in their work. However for the first time, the Study provides a comprehensive and multi-disciplinary analysis of violence against children in all its manifestations. The analysis is strongly based on human rights principles and norms and its recommendations naturally flow therefrom. 
OHCHR’s mandate and programme, as detailed in the Strategic Management Plan, address many aspects that are related to combating violence against children. The Study recommendations provide a platform for action. Building these recommendations into OHCHR’s activities will ensure a sharpened focus on violence against children. A focal point on the follow-up to the Study has been appointed within OHCHR to help ensure that violence against children is integrated into the entire array of OHCHR’s activities. 
Cooperation with partners

A central element of OHCHR’s follow-up to the Study will be close cooperation and coordination with all relevant partners, including inter alia ILO, UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, the NGO Advisory Council, other civil society organizations, national human rights institutions and human rights mechanisms. Mechanisms of coordination, such as the Inter-Agency Group on Violence against Children, the NGOs Advisory Council, the NGOs Sub-Group on Violence against Children etc., are already in place and OHCHR actively participates in their work. In this context, OHCHR intends to consult and coordinate the design and implementation of follow-up activities with all relevant partners and seek, whenever relevant, their assistance and cooperation. OHCHR will also support and participate in activities undertaken by other partners in follow-up to the Study recommendations. As a way of example, OHCHR will be involved in a UNICEF-WHO activity aimed at producing indicators on violence against children. 
OHCHR Follow-up Plans for 2008-2009 
As stated above, OHCHR will continue to work towards the implementation of all the Study recommendations. It will also stand ready to provide support to any follow-up mechanism that may be established. Below are examples of areas in which the work of OHCHR in the biennium 2008-2009 will be particularly relevant.
Human rights mechanisms. 

OHCHR services 8 treaty bodies. The Committee on the Rights of the Child will continue to address violence against children in the review of states party reports. A standard paragraph has already been included in concluding observations, prioritizing some of the recommendations of the Study for follow-up in each country. Other treaty bodies also address issues related to violence against children. Efforts to further integrate the recommendations of the Study into the work of other treaty bodies will include specific briefings for the experts, including indication of standard issues related to violence against children to be raised during the review of States Parties reports.

OHCHR also assist the work of around 40 special procedures (both thematic and geographic). Thematic procedures address, inter alia, issues such as torture, extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, arbitrary detention, violence against women, trafficking, sale of children, discrimination, the rights of migrants, minorities and indigenous people. Steps will be strengthened to encourage special procedures to more consistently reflect violence against children in their country visits reports and thematic reports. Efforts will include briefings and discussions with specific mandate-holders, the provision of information on violence against children related to specific mandates prior to country visits and assistance in the preparation of thematic reports, as applicable. Information on planned activities will be regularly provided to relevant networks so as to encourage partners to provide information and inputs in a consistent manner. Building on existing good practices, special procedures mandate-holders will also be encouraged to strengthen the participation of children in their work. 
Universal Periodic Review

The Human Rights Council will soon start the first cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). OHCHR will make efforts to ensure, in cooperation with all relevant partners, that the implementation of the Study recommendations will be integrated into the UPR process. Information will be regularly provided to stake-holders to encourage them to report on relevant developments. 
HC/DHC advocacy and good offices

The activities of the High Commissioner, including her country visits, and more in general her good offices and advocacy activities will continue to be a crucial means to promote the implementation of the recommendations of the Study. 

Strengthening national commitment (Recommendation 1)

The Study calls inter-alia for the establishment of national human rights institutions in line with Paris Principles. OHCHR, through its National Institution Unit will continue to assist the establishment and work of national human rights institutions and will promote the integration of the Study recommendations into their work. This will include briefings, provision of information and facilitating the exchange of good practices. 

Legal reform and prohibition of all violence against children (Recommendation 2)
Legal reform to ensure consistency with international human rights standards is one of the main areas of work of OHCHR, especially in the field. In the context of the follow-up to the Study, OHCHR will develop a checklist of legal provisions for the protection of children from violence in national legislation– with reference to relevant international norms and standards as well as concluding observations, jurisprudence etc. Model legislation will be developed on issues such as corporal punishment. Relevant existing material – such as binding- non binding instruments, treaty-bodies general comments and jurisprudence, handbooks, manuals etc - concerning specific recommendations will be gathered in toolkits for all partners. 

Prevention (Recommendation 3)

Poverty is one of the thematic priorities of OHCHR in 2008-2009. OHCHR will continue to produce methodological tools and policy papers on issues related to MDGs and human rights and to strengthen the capacity of its field presences to work in these areas. 
Promotion of a non-violent culture (Recommendation 4)
OHCHR– in close cooperation with UNESCO- coordinates the first phase (2005-2009) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education (2005-ongoing). The first phase of the World Programme focuses on integration of human rights education in primary and secondary school systems. In 2008-2009, OHCHR will, inter alia: support human rights education and training activities organized by national and international actors through expert advice; develop selected methodological and reference tools, including compilations of good practices; support with financial assistance relevant grass-roots activities. Several OHCHR field presences have programmes promoting a culture of respect of human rights, especially through the inclusion of human rights in school curricula; the development of human rights training for teachers; and training of media personnel and journalists. Efforts will be made to ensure that the specific dimension of violence against children will be included in all relevant activities. 

Combating Impunity (Recommendation 9)

Impunity is the overall priority focus area for OHCHR’s work in the biennium 2008-2009. The work of OHCHR regional and national field offices will have a great focus on combating impunity for human rights violations in general, including aspects related to violence against children. Field offices in several instances will work towards strengthening the independence of judges and lawyers and improving their knowledge of international human rights standards through training.  In other instances, OHCHR will promote increased access to and public awareness of existing protection/redress mechanisms. 
Addressing the gender dimension of violence (Recommendation 10) 

The Women and Gender Unit of OHCHR will undertake research and advocacy in a number of relevant areas, including with a specific focus on the gendered impact of violence in conflict and the necessity of specific measures to secure access to economic, social and cultural rights in the post conflict situation. Field presences will be implementing programmes addressing specifically the gender dimension of violence against children/women.

Strengthening International Commitment (Recommendation 12)
OHCHR, through all its activities will continue to promote the ratification of human rights and other relevant instruments, to provide support to states with regard to their reporting obligations and to promote follow-up to the recommendations of human rights mechanisms, including for what concerns aspects related to violence against children. For example, violence against children will be addressed systematically in the context of follow-up workshops on the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, thereby promoting discussions and exchange of good practices, as well as the identification of follow-up action/initiatives at the regional/sub-regional and national level.  

Juvenile Justice 
Juvenile justice is the main focus area of some field presences. OHCHR’s programme in Panama for example will focus on inter alia addressing social violence, including violence against women and inadequate treatment of juveniles by the police and the judicial system, and social pressure for the treatment of children as adults. In this context, the Office assisted in the organization of the regional congress for Central America which took place on 15-16 November 2007 in Costa Rica on the prevention of youth violence. The Office will strive to follow-up, through its national and regional presences, to the recommendations of this event.

Trafficking
The OHCHR’s trafficking programme, in the 2008-2009 biennium will focus on preparation of user-friendly tools, compilation of good practices and lessons learnt as well as training to integrate human rights into anti-trafficking work. OHCHR will also continue to promote the implementation of recommended principles and guidelines on human rights and human trafficking- which address some of the issues contained in the Study recommendations. A number of field presences will devote a specific attention to trafficking in their work. 
Violence in the work-place
In 2008-2009, OHCHR intends to promote frameworks for the protection of all human rights in connection with the activities of business corporations; mechanisms to ensure accountability of business enterprises in relation to human rights; collation of good business and state practice in the field of human rights and business.
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