
	Thailand’s Comments on the draft Guidelines on the implementation of 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC)


Overall
The draft Guidelines currently places emphasis on the sale and exploitation of children in 
the contexts of ICTs and travel and tourism. Thailand believes that it would be useful for many State parties if the draft Guidelines would elaborate further on the sale and exploitation of children in sports, culture, and leisure activities as these are challenges faced by many countries.

III (B.) Data collection

The data collection system should strive to integrate data of the implementation of relevant SDGs, particularly targets 5.2, 8.7 and 16.2 mentioned in paragraph 9 of the draft Guidelines. 
II (C.) Comprehensive policy and strategy

Thailand agrees that State parties should develop a national comprehensive policy and strategy, as mentioned in Section II (C.), which holistically sets out the policy on child rights including issues under the OPSC. The development of separate frameworks for each child rights issue risks fragmentation of the overall child rights policy and would not be in line with General Comment No.13 (The right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence) of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

V. Prohibition of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
It would be helpful if the draft Guidelines can clarify the definition between “sale of children” and “exploitation of children”.
X. Mutual legal assistance and international cooperation
In listing the examples of international cooperation in paragraph 115 of the draft Guidelines, Thailand suggests that the Committee mention the exchange of information on criminal profiles of the accused and/or the defendant and the use of videoconference in investigation and criminal proceedings.
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