In line with the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s call for submissions on the draft of a General Comment on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment, please take into consideration the following submission.
National Association of Persons with Disabilities of Serbia NOOIS warmly welcomes drafting of General Comment on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment as well timed and highly relevant initiative. It especially welcomes and fully endorses the section IX on children with disabilities (art. 23) of the draft General Comment.

This submission will focus on children with disabilities, since they are a group of children that faces significant barriers in accessing digital environment and confronts different challenges once inside that environment, but at the same time digital environment can be a crucial factor enabling them to strive for equality and one of key tools for their empowerment.

In paragraph 12 in second sentence one should include words ’and paedofilia“ after words „sexual exploitation“ since two often go hand in hand. One should also add „children with sensory, intellectual and/or psychosocial disabilities“ to the list of groups of children especially exposed to discrimination in digital environment in the second sentence of paragraph 12.
In paragraph 24 one should insert words „accessible and“ before the word „compatible“. Digital environment must be accessible in order to include children with disabilities. Without accessibility, children with disabilities face serious risk of being continuously excluded from the digital environment, thus perpetuating their marginalisation, inequality and discrimination.

In paragraph 29 one should insert words „accessibility and“ before the word „inclusion“. Digital environment must be accessible in order to include children with disabilities. Without accessibility there is no digital inclusion for millions of children with disabilities.
In the first sentence of paragraph 107 one should insert word „inclusive’ after the word „quality“ since Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities sets quality inclusive education as the contemporary standard to be applied in the digital environment.

In the first sentence of paragraph 111 one should insert word „accessible“ before the word „technological“. Digital environment must be accessible in order to include children with disabilities. Without accessibility of technological infrastructures that are open to the public and aimed to be used by the children, there is no digital inclusion for millions of children with disabilities.
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