Annex III

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of the Child
Family name and first name: TODOROVA, VELINA   
Date and place of birth: 03.05.58, Bulgaria 
Place of residence: Sofia, Bulgaria

Nationality: BULGARIAN
Working languages: ENGLISH, RUSSIAN, BULGARIAN
Current position/function:

2017 - 21                           
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child – Member. 

2019                                  Vice Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
Member to the following Working groups to the Committee: 
a/ Drafting Guidelines on the Implementation of the CRC – OPSC (Chair to the WG); 

b/ Communications Procedure (OPIC); 
c/ SDGs and Children’s Rights; 
d/ Joint WG: CRC – CRPD; 
e/ Revision of the General Comment 10 on Children’s Rights in Juvenile Justice.
2007 -                          
Associate Professor (Docent): Law Faculty, University of Plovdiv and Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Research & teaching subjects: Civil & Family Law and Rights of Children, Civil Status. 
2014-15                           
Member to the Experts’ Committee on the CoE Strategy for the Rights of the Child. 
2005 -                           
Member to the Editorial Advisory Board of the International Journal on the Rights of the Child, BRILL, Nijhoff and Intersentia – CEFL (2015) 
Main professional activities:

Dec 2011 – May 2013        Deputy Minister of Justice (sectors i.a.: International Child Protection and 


               International Adoption, Juvenile Justice Reform). 
2004–09                             National Program Manager for International Labour Organisation (ILO) –PROTECT

 CEE: child labour, WFCL, incl. sexual exploitation and trafficking in   children.
2001-04                              Director International Cooperation – Governmental Agency for Child Protection             

2000 -                                 Member of the: Commission on European Family Law http://www.ceflonline.net/ 
 Extensive legal expertise and law making experience: Family Code (2008), Child      

 Protection legislation (1999-2000, 2003, 2009; incl. Draft Child’s Rights Act of 
                                         2010), Protection against Domestic Violence Act (2005), Supported Decision                                                      

                                         Making Draft Law (2014-15); new Juvenile Justice Legislation (2014-15). 
Experience in strategic planning (compilation of National Strategy on the Child 
(2008-18 and 2019-30); Road Map on the Juvenile Justice Reform (2013-15). 
Educational background:
July 2000                          Oxford University, UK: Children & Family Law; Law on Human Rights; 
Sept. – Dec.1997                European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Nottingham 
                                            University UK Law Faculty); 
1989                                    Ph. D. in Sociology of Law 
1976 – 1980                        Lawyer, MA, Law Faculty, Sofia University.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned: 

2017-19 
           Speaker to Intersessional events of the UN Human Rights Council: 

36 Session (1/‘Ending Violence against Children in Europe and Central Asia’ organized by the PMs of Montenegro and of Norway, and UNICEF; 2/ "Empowering Children with Disabilities through Inclusive Education:  Building on Diversity", organized by the PM of Bulgaria in collaboration with the OHCHR, the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and UNICEF.
2018 - 2019                  10th and 11th International Disability Law Summer School ‘Intersectionality as a tool for 
       Social Change’ and ‘People with Disabilities and the Right to Family Life’, Centre for
        Disability Law & Policy (CDLP), NU of Ireland; Intersectional approach with regard to
        rights of children with disabilities in the Jurisprudence of the UN CRC; Alternative care
       for children with disabilities.

2018                             4th Meeting of the Council of Europe, Ad hoc Committee for the Rights of the Child: 

         The two Joint General Comments of the CRC and of the CMW on the Human
          Rights of Children in the Context of International Migration (CMW/C/GC/3-
          CRC/C/GC/22 and CMW/C/GC/4-CRC/C/GC/23).  
2018                
          Informal COHOM
 Meeting, Sofia, Bulgaria, during the Bulgarian Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union; Working Session 1: ‘Empowering Children with disabilities through inclusive education’.
2018                              Eurochild General Assembly Meeting, Brussels.
2018                             ‘All appropriate measures. Budgeting for the realization of children’s rights (art. 4)’, 

         Annual conference "Barnrättsdagarna", Sweden  
2018
                       ‘Cambridge Family Law” (University of Cambridge) and Academy on European Law 
   (ERA) conference on Law and Practice of Surrogacy; The jurisprudence of the UN CRC     

   on surrogacy and international surrogacy.

2018                             11th Human Rights Forum, Budapest, Hungary, presentation ‘The role of education in the
         Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child’.
2018                             Centre for Child Law, University of Pretoria, RSA: conference ‘Imagining children 

         Constitutionally: 20 years of strategic litigation and advocacy’. Paper: Eastern European
         Jurisprudence on Children’s Rights. 
Awarded by the President of the Republic of Bulgaria in 2014 for an extraordinary contribution for the protection of the rights of the child in Bulgaria and in the occasion of 25th anniversary of the UN CRC.  

List of relevant and recent publications in the field: 
1. Guardianship for Children: Challenges in the Context of Migration. In: Family Law and Family Realities. 16th ISFL World Conference Book. 2019.
2. Juvenile Justice in Bulgaria: Reforms and Resistance. International and National Perspectives on Child and Family Law, Intersentia, 2018.
3. Family Code: Thematic Commentary. 2015, Sofia, Chapters: Adoption; Parents – Child Relationship. 
4. Commentary on the new Family Code. 2009. Sofia. Co-autor.
5. Juvenile Justice in Bulgaria: Reforms and Resistance. International and National Perspectives on Child and Family Law, Intersentia, 2018.
6. Family Justice in Bulgaria: The Old System and the New Demands. In: Delivering Family Justice in 21st Century. Hart Publishers, 2015. 
7. The New Paradigm of the Legal Capacity: article 12 of the UNCRPD. Pravna Misal, 1/2014 г. co-author. 
8. Mothers and Fathers Disputing Parental Rights: For a New Gender Order in the Family Law? In: Family Relationships in the Changing Society. Sofia, SIBI, 2014. 
9. Child Relocation: the Law and Practice in Bulgaria. Pravna Misal, 3/2011. 
10. Children’s Rights in Bulgaria after the End of the Communism. The International Journal of Children’s Rights, Vol. 17, No 4, 2009. 
� COHOM is the Working Party on Human Rights and contributes to the shaping of the policy of the European Union on Human Rights in its external relations and monitors developments in the area of Human Rights worldwide.





