CV - Houngbédji ADJAI (Benin)

Date and place of birth:
3 April 1960, Adjohoun, Benin

Working languages:
French and English

1. Current position/function:

Social welfare officer, social communicator, and trainer in Information, Education and Communication and in Communication for Behavioural Change. Adviser to the children’s judge at the Porto-Novo court of first instance. Director for Childhood and Adolescence at the Ministry of the Family and Children and focal point for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Benin.

2. Main professional activities:

Drawing up and implementing government policy on the protection of the rights of children and young people. Providing information on child rights issues using the most appropriate media. Training those working to combat child-trafficking. Coordinator of non-governmental organizations’ activities and government correspondent for cooperation with international organizations concerned with childhood and adolescence. Following up on bilateral and multilateral agreements on child-trafficking, and drafting country reports. Coordinating the National Child Protection Monitoring and Coordination Unit (a national body to protect children and promote their rights). Helping organize, build up and revitalize social services for children.

3. Educational background:

Master’s in Business Administration (Poitiers, France); State diploma for social workers (University of Benin); training-for-trainers certificate in Information, Education and Communication and in Communication for Behavioural Change (Lomé, Togo); certificate in community development for young people (Haija, Israel); international course on people‑trafficking (Turin, Italy); Baccalaureate D.

4. Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:

Coordinated a national study on child-trafficking in Benin. Coordinated the drafting of national child-protection policy and strategies in Benin. Coordinated the drafting of the Beninese Children’s Code. Coordinated the drafting of Act No. 2004/04 of 10 April 2006 on conditions for the displacement of minors and the suppression of child-trafficking in the Republic of Benin. Coordinated the drafting of the “Protection” section of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework for Benin, 2009-2013. Coordinated the preparation and management of 

the programme on comprehensive community-based treatment for persons living with HIV/AIDS. Coordinated the preparation of the programme on community-based treatment for orphans and vulnerable children: psychological and social support, education, health and nutrition, and social rehabilitation.

5. List of most recent publications in the field:

Articles on the protection of children and promotion of their rights in Le Soleil, a newspaper produced by the Ministry of the Family and Children.

