Biographical Data form of candidate to human rights treaty bodies
Name and first name:             Zammit, Carmen
 

Date and place of birth:          15th March 1943   Malta
Working languages:                Maltese, English and Italian
Current position/function:
 Commissioner for Children. I am expected: to ensure that the rights of the child as enshrined by the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child are respected by ministries, departments and other entities that work with and for children; to promote the protection of children and the highest standards of health, social services, leisure, play and recreational facilities for children; and to ensure that children are being given the opportunity to express their opinion. 
Main professional activities:
Operations director for residential facilities for Maltese youth with challenging behaviour and residential facilities for minor asylum seekers placed under a Care Order and families with young children. Social worker at the Department of Social Welfare for 25 years, Director of the Department of Social Welfare for a period of 3 years. Served as secretary to the Children and Young Persons Advisory for a period of 12 years and then as member and as vice- chairperson to the board for another 10 years. Advisor to the Second all Hall of of the Civil courts   

Hall of the Civil Court in cases involving minors. Member on the fostering and adoption panel for a period of 3 years. Assistant to the Juvenile Court for 13 years, Probation Officer for youth in trouble with the law for 20 years. Consultant to the Social Work Unit at the Ministry for Gozo for 4 years. Chairperson of the Social Work Profession board for a period of 4 years. Commissioner for children as from March 2007.
Educational background:
Diploma di Assistente Sociale from the Scuola Superior di Reggio Calabria,Italy.Post graduate certificate in Advanced Techniques in Social Work Management from the University of Malta. A four month course organized by the Council of International Programmes in USA at the West Virginia University, School of Social work and Morgantown University. Attended numerous other seminars which focused on children’s rights organized in Malta and in various European countries.
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:
Participated in an Action Research project between the University of Malta and the Ministry of Education on educational rights of children with disability. Delivered a number of papers on the UN Convention on the rights of the child to various entities, NGOs and other bodies working with and for children. Carried out a research on Child Abuse in Malta and children placed under a Care Order, the results of which were presented during a national conference Delivered two papers related to children’s rights during two international conferences organized by the Association for the Counselling profession and the Malta Association of Psychologists. Put forward suggestions for amendments in Maltese legislation to guarantee children’ rights. Nominated as Commissioner for children, an independent human rights institution, set up by Parliament to promote and monitor compliance of the UN Convention on the rights of the Child in Malta.  
List of most recent publications in the field
“Children at Risk”: This paper defines the nature and extent of child abuse and neglect based on a research of children placed under a Care Order, 2000.
Read a number of papers during national and international conferences held in Malta.
