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IDA welcomes the initiative of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (hereinafter “CRC Committee”) to hold a Day of General Discussion on “Children’s rights and the environment”. 

Persons with disabilities amount to approximately 15% of the world’s population.[footnoteRef:1] Eighty per cent of all children and adults with disabilities live in developing countries, which are more prone to environmental degradation and hazards.  Critical factors involve weak regulation of extractive industries, unsustainable land management and farming practices and poor governance of environmental resources (i.e. lack of monitoring of private sector compliance with regulations).  Amongst the most disadvantaged within society, persons with disabilities, including children, are the most exposed to risk.[footnoteRef:2]  Yet, the rights and needs of persons with disabilities have commonly been overlooked in the design, development and implementation of policies related to the environmental protection, degradation and hazards, resulting in their exclusion through inaccessible information, infrastructure, services and systems.  As a consequence, children and adults with disabilities face considerable barriers such as restricted access to water, food insecurity, disruption to livelihoods and infrastructures in the face of natural disasters and longer term environmental degradation. [1:  See World Bank and World Health Organization, World Report on Disability, 2011]  [2:  See World Health Organisation - Europe, Environment and health risks: a review of the influence and effect of social inequalities, page 7 and 8, available at http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/78069/E93670.pdf ] 


The present submission will address four issues necessary to ensure the rights of children with disabilities in connection with the environment:
i.   inclusive disaster risk reduction policies;
ii.  inclusive social protection policies; 
iii. access to information on environmental issues and environmental policies for children with disabilities; and
iv  participation of children with disabilities in shaping environmental policies 




I- Disaster risk reduction policies accessible to and inclusive of children with disabilities
Disaster risk reduction policies are essential to prevent, build resilience against, and mitigate the consequences of natural disasters related to environmental hazards and long term degradation, such as floods, water pollution and climate related phenomena.  Recently, the disability perspective of disaster risk reduction was recognised at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in 2015 in Sendai, Japan where a disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction framework for action and implementation was adopted.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Laura M. Stough & Donghyun Kang, “The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and Persons with Disabilities” International Journal of Disaster Risk Science, June 2015, Volume 6, Issue 2, pp 140-149] 


The international community is increasingly recognising that persons with disabilities are at higher risk in all phases of disaster, from exposure to risk and risk perception; to preparedness behaviour, warning communication and response; physical, psychological, social and economic impacts; emergency response; and ultimately recovery and reconstruction.[footnoteRef:4]  Persons with disabilities are also amongst the most “resource poor” within a community given their social marginalisation and exclusion from employment, education, and voicelessness in public and political decision making.  Hence, they have limited adaptive capacities to shift on availability of climate-sensitive resources such as local water and food supplies.[footnoteRef:5]  Moreover, they have less access to information, resources and services to build their resilience to disaster risk and the impacts of environmental hazards. [4:  Wolbring, G (2009) M/C Journal, Vol. 12, No. 4 (2009) A Culture of Neglect: Climate Discourse and Disabled People http://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/view/173, cited in CBM brief on Disability, sustainable development and climate change, 2012]  [5:  IPCC (2007) Fourth Assessment Report.  Working Group II. Climate Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, cited in CBM brief on Disability, sustainable development and climate change, 2012, cited in CBM brief on Disability, sustainable development and climate change, 2012] 


Recent natural disasters, such as the 2015 Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu and the 2016 Cyclone Winston in Fiji, demonstrated the lack of inclusion of persons with disabilities, in particular of women and girls, in DRR preparedness which resulted in women with disabilities and their children being abandoned and unable to survive.  The absence of accessible information on early warning and evacuation left many persons with disabilities in peril, unable to reach safe zones on time, particularly due to lack of measures to ensure accessibility within evacuation plans.  Further, relief efforts neglected the specific situations of children and adults with disabilities who were not able to collect food and supplies at distribution points, nor benefit from shelters, toilets and sanitation on account of barriers to accessibility.

Children with disabilities must be explicitly included in disaster risk reduction policies.  Their rights and needs must be properly considered, and their empowerment for active participation ensured in policy development and implementation.  In addition, the disability and age dimensions must be fully embraced in intersection with other factors such as gender, indigenous background, migrant and/or refugee status, rural residence, etc.  The CRC Committee has already referred to the need to include children with disabilities in disaster risk reduction policies and emergency responses,[footnoteRef:6] and it is encouraged to expand and continue addressing these issues in the review of States reports and other activities. [6:  See for example, CRC Committee Concluding Observations on Samoa, CRC/C/WSM/CO/2-4, para 49(c)] 


II- Inclusive social protection policies to ensure an adequate standard of living of children with disabilities impacted by environmental degradation and hazards 

General and targeted social protection policies, both short and long-term, including cash transfers and subsidies, social housing and health care, are pivotal to address the needs of communities affected by environmental hazards and degradation.  This is particularly important for internally displaced communities on account of increased natural disasters resulting from climate change, or those fleeing pollution such as water pollution in rivers.  For instance, in Argentina, environmental policies addressing the hazardous pollution of the river “Matanza-Riachuelo,”[footnoteRef:7] include the resettlement of disadvantaged communities living beneath the river and specific health care policies, notably to address water-borne diseases.       [7:  This is a stream that runs through the geographical division between the city of Buenos Aires and the province of Buenos Aires. ] 


In such contexts, policies to ensure an adequate standard of living to the impacted communities must be accessible to and inclusive of children with disabilities.  The lack of consideration of their rights and needs leads to their exclusion and produces an additional negative impact on their standard of living.  Lack of stable income of families of children with disabilities, and or financial support, including to cover disability related costs, and lack of access to social housing that meets the needs of children with disabilities (including accessible housing) are barriers that must be overcome in the design of policies related to environmental hazards and degradation.  Furthermore, adequate and accessible healthcare (for instance treatment of air and water-borne diseases) must be ensured to children with disabilities on an equal basis with others.  Access to assistive devices and transportation will also impact upon access to healthcare, education and their overall inclusion and participation in the community. 

In addition, migrant and/or refugee status must not prevent children with disabilities and their families from accessing social protection schemes.  The CRC Committee has already recognised that the “difficulties faced by children ‘left behind’ when accessing rights and services should be specifically addressed by States in collaboration with civil society and local communities”, and called on States to “expeditiously reform legislation, policies and practices that prevent or discriminate against children affected by migration and their families, in particular those in an  irregular  situation, from effectively accessing services and benefits such as health care, education, long– term social security and social assistance, among others.”[footnoteRef:8]  In the same vein, the CRPD Committee has observed that migrants and/or refugees with disabilities are not included in policies directed to migrants,[footnoteRef:9] lack identification documents and face more requirements for visa and permits.[footnoteRef:10]  In particular, the CRPD Committee has urged States to review those regulatory provisions that restrict access to social protection schemes to migrant children with disabilities, by establishing include excessive residency period requirement.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  Report of the CRC Committee’s 2012 Day of General Discussion on the rights of all children in the context of international migration, para 86.]  [9:  See CRPD Committee Concluding Observations on Germany, CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1, paras 39 and 40]  [10:  See CRPD Committee Concluding Observations on Kenya, CRPD/C/KEN/CO/1, paras 35 and 36; and on Mexico, CRPD/C/MEX/CO/1, paras 41 and 42]  [11:  See for instance, CRPD Committee Concluding Observations on Argentina, CRPD/C/ARG/CO/1, para 46] 


III – Access to information and communication related to environmental issues and environmental policies for children with disabilities

Information and communication related to environmental issues and environmental policies, including those of social protection and healthcare, must be accessible to all children with disabilities. Consequently, the information designed, produced for and directed to children must be provided in accessible formats and means of communication, including Braille, audio, large print, sign language, oral interpretation, easy to read format, tactile communication for deafblind persons, etc. and duly disseminated to ensure effective and timely access. 

In particular, awareness raising campaigns on environmental protection and on preventive measures related to environmental degradation and hazards, transmitted through the television, internet websites, social media and any other used media must be designed taking into consideration the accessibility needs of all constituencies among persons with disabilities.  In particular, sign language interpretation, oral interpretation and captioning for deaf and hard of hearing persons, easy to read formats for persons with intellectual disabilities, audio description, braille, audio and web accessibility for blind and partially sighted persons and tactile communication for deafblind persons, as well as other formats that might be required, must be provided.   

There is a unique opportunity to provide environmental education to all children in order to foster a sense of respect for the environment and the promotion of positive ecological practices, including consumption habits.  All materials and pedagogical activities related to environmental education must equally be accessible to and inclusive of all children with disabilities, including through the provision of support and reasonable accommodation.  This will ensure that children with disabilities are duly inform on environmental issues, ecological practices and measures for the protection of the environment and to ward off environmental degradation and hazards.  In addition, it would ensure the tools and insight that foster the advancement and empowerment of children with disabilities as contributors to environmental policies.

IV- Active involvement and participation of children with disabilities in the design, implementation and evaluation of environment related policies

Social stigma and stereotyping, lack of awareness of their rights and potential, and discrimination have led to low levels of inclusion of and participation by children with disabilities.  As a result, children and youth with disabilities have been denied a voice in consultations and decision-making which necessarily entrenches their exclusion and hinders their development.  This also applies in the context of policymaking on the environment.

As required by both the CRC and CRPD, children with disabilities have the right to express their views and must be consulted and actively involved on all matters that affect them (CRPD Articles 4.3 and 7).  Therefore, together with accessible information, communication and education, States must provide concrete, accessible and inclusive opportunities to ensure such participation and to duly take into consideration the input of children with disabilities.  In so doing, States must also provide children with disabilities with “disability and age-appropriate assistance,” in line with Article 7 of the CRPD, taking into account the specific needs of the diverse groups of children with disabilities, notably those more usually overlooked such as persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities and deafblind persons. 

It is necessary that a three-pronged approach of mutually reinforcing elements of education-information-participation is reflected in policies related to the environment that include children with disabilities. 

V- Relevant obligations under the CRPD for the inclusion of children with disabilities in environmental and related policies

The CRC Committee is encouraged to take into consideration CRPD provisions to ensure the inclusion and protection of children with disabilities in the design, development and implementation of environment related policies and in the face environmental hazards and degradation and natural disasters.  In particular:

· Article 7 – Children with disabilities
This article requires States to adopt measures to ensure the full enjoyment of rights by children with disabilities, upholds primary consideration of the best interest of the child and the right to express their views freely on all matters affecting them, their views being given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and to be provided with disability and age-appropriate assistance to realize that right.

· Article 11 on situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies addresses the disproportionate impact of emergency situations, including natural disasters, and the pervasive exclusion of persons with disabilities within DRR policies.  The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights recently published its 2016 thematic study on this article.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  See in particular, OHCHR, Thematic study on the rights of persons with disabilities under article 11 (relating to situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, A/HRC/28/37.] 


· Article 9 – Accessibility; Article 21- Access to information
Lack of accessibility of policies and information prevents the enjoyment and exercise of rights on an equal basis with others by children and adults with disabilities.  Both Articles 9 and 21 require that emergency response plans are inclusive of, and accessible to persons with disabilities in their design and implementation,[footnoteRef:13] including evacuation plans.[footnoteRef:14]  The CRPD Committee stressed that all emergency-related information be made available in formats accessible to persons with disabilities,[footnoteRef:15] including to deaf persons through sign language, and in the various languages spoken in its territory;[footnoteRef:16] and that disability-awareness training is provided to all civil defence staff and for all potential actors involved in emergency responses.  All these measures must be foreseen with the necessary budget allocations.[footnoteRef:17]  [13:  See for example CRPD/C/PRY/CO/1, para 28;CRPD/C/AZE/CO/1, para 25; CRPD/C/KOR/CO/1, para 20; CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1, para 24; CRPD/C/UKR/CO/1, para 23; CRPD/C/QAT/CO/1, para 22; CRPD/C/KEN/CO/1, para 22 (a); CRPD/C/AUS/CO/1, para 23; and CRPD/C/CZE/CO/1, para 21.]  [14:  See CRPD/C/UKR/CO/1, para 23.]  [15:  See CRPD/C/SLV/CO/1, para 26; CRPD/C/DEN/CO/1, para 31; CRPD/C/MEX/CO/1, para 22(b); CRPD/C/GAB/CO/1, para 27. ]  [16:  See CRPD/C/TKM/CO/1, para 24; CRPD/C/MNG/CO/1, para 20; CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1, para 24; CRPD/C/DOM/CO/1, para 19; CRPD/C/COK/CO/1, para 22; CRPD/C/MEX/CO/1, para 22 (a); and CRPD/C/KEN/CO/1, para 22 (b).]  [17:  See CRPD/C/COK/CO/1, para 22.] 



· Article 24 – Right to inclusive education
Inclusive education systems are crucial for the inclusion and active participation of children with disabilities in their community.  Further, the inclusion of environmental education, including developing a sense of respect of the environment and promoting ecological practices, is essential for the increased protection of the environment, the prevention of further environmental degradation and the advancement and empowerments of agents for environmental policies.  In this regard, accessible and alternative means of communication, such as Braille, sign language (in sign language learning environments and bilingual schools), oral interpretation for hard of hearing persons, easy to read formats, tactile communication for deafblind persons, are key for the inclusion of all. 

· Article 28 – Adequate standard of living
CRPD Article 28 recognises the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living for themselves and their families, and obliges States Parties to ensure social protection without discrimination on the basis of disability.[footnoteRef:18]   [18:  The CRPD Committee has recommended to “adopt measures to ensure that persons with disabilities, including children, have access to social protection and non-contributory pension schemes [as well as] public policies, including poverty reduction strategies, which foster the fulfilment of the right to an adequate standard of living and social protection of persons with disabilities, as well as allocate the necessary budget for their implementation” (see CRPD Committee Concluding Observations on El Salvador, CRPD/C/SLV/CO/1, para 58).  It has also requested special measures to eliminate the particular disadvantages faced by children with disabilities who have been abandoned or live in extreme poverty (see CRPD Committee Concluding Observations on Mexico, CRPD/C/MEX/CO/1, para 54).] 


· Article 31 – Statistics and data collection
The persistent lack of data disaggregated by age, gender and disability continues to hinder effective strategies for preparedness and evacuation, as well as to ensure relief measures tailored to all those affected.  Under this provision, States Parties are obliged to collect appropriate information, including statistical and research data, to enable them to formulate and implement policies to give effect to the rights of persons with disabilities. This includes an obligation to collect data which is disaggregated by sex, age, type of disability, geographical region, etc.  Disability disaggregated data is also a requirement under Goal 17 of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.   

· Article 32 – International cooperation
The CRPD requires that international cooperation and international development programmes, including in the context of DRR and the environment, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities.  All actions carried out must be analysed and assessed not only through an age lens, or additionally a disability lens, but through intersectional lens and layers to capture the impact and lived experiences of children with disabilities as well as other marginalised groups.

· Article 4(3)- Consultation and involvement of children with disabilities
Equally significant, the lack of participation of children with disabilities in the formulation, management and monitoring of disaster risk reduction strategies continues to be a cause and consequence of their overall neglect.  Article 4(3) of the CRPD obliges States to closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, and their representative organisations in the development and implementation of legislation and policies.  The CRPD Committee has highlighted this obligation in connection to situations of emergency, requesting “due consideration accorded to their input and recommendations”, including for the setting of priorities for aid distribution.[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  See CRPD/C/UKR/CO/1, para 23] 


ANNEX I: Recommendations 
To this end, IDA calls on the Committee to fully include children with disabilities in developing its standards on children’s rights and the environment by:
· Elaborating and adopting a General Comment on Children’s rights and the environment duly considering the perspective of the rights of children with disabilities, in line with the standards of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· Providing guidance to States for the adoption of disaster risk reduction policies, notably those related to environmental hazards and degradation, which are accessible to and inclusive of children with disabilities, in all stages, including prevention, building resilience, emergency response and reconstruction, taking into account the latest developments such as the Sendai Framework of Action and the OHCHR thematic study on Article 11 of the CRPD.
· Calling on States to develop social protection policies that are inclusive of children and adults with disabilities, notably those impacted by environmental hazards and degradation, including by providing financial support to families of children with disabilities that cover disability related costs, ensuring accessible social housing, and access to healthcare services, assistive devices and transportation for personal mobility.
· Recommending to States to move promptly towards inclusive education systems for all children and to strengthen environmental education therein, including by ensuring the provision of support and reasonable accommodation, and accessibility of both facilities and materials, including Braille, large print, sign language (in sign language learning environments and bilingual schools), oral interpretation, easy to read formats, tactile communication, and other means of communication.
· Recommending to States to ensure accessibility of information and communication related to the environment, notably on current environmental concerns and policies by the State, in order to promote and ensure close consultation and active involvement of children with disabilities in the processes for the design, development, implementation and monitoring of environmental policies.

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) is the network of global and regional organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) currently comprising eight global and four regional DPOs. With member organisations around the world, IDA represents the over one billion people worldwide living with disabilities, the world’s largest – and most frequently overlooked – minority group. IDA’s mission is to promote the effective implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as compliance with the CRPD within the whole UN system, including in the work of the treaty bodies.
For further information, please contact: vlee@ida-secretariat.org
International Disability Alliance
150 Route de Ferney
CH-1211 Genève 2
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