
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
& CLIMATE CHANGE



“ A L L  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  H A S  B E E N  W I P E D
O U T … W E  W I L L  H A V E  T O  S T A R T  A G A I N ”



FALLING THROUGH THE CRACKS…

• Children’s rights overlooked in international
and national policies on climate change

• Climate change overlooked in child protection
policies and initiatives, e.g. children’s
healthcare

• But children & young people feel strongly!



BUT RECOGNITION IS EVOLVING…

States have obligations to…
 Protect against the harmful effects

of climate change on children’s
rights

 Ensure that the measures they take
in response to climate change
respect children’s rights



CRC GENERAL COMMENT NO. 15

“[Climate change] is one of the biggest
threats to children’s health and
exacerbates health disparities...States
should, therefore, put children’s health
concerns at the center of their climate
change adaptation and mitigation
strategies.”



CRC CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS

• Detailed recommendations related to
adaptation & disaster risk management
policies

• Emphasis on participation & education
• International cooperation
• Beginning to address mitigation



PARIS AGREEMENT

• “Parties should, when taking action to
address climate change, respect,
promote and consider their respective
obligations on human rights…the rights
of children…and intergenerational
equity.”



OTHER INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS

“Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective
climate change-related planning&management
…includingfocusingon …youth”

–Sustainable Development Goals

“Childrenand youth are agents of change and should be
given the space and modalities to contribute to disaster
risk reduction” –Sendai Framework for DRR



NEXT STEPS & BEST PRACTICE

• Viet Nam law on environmental protection
incorporates children’s best interests in
context of green growth and climate change

• Philippines 2016 Children’s Emergency Relief
& Protection Act – specific care and
protection of children affected by disasters



“Vulnerablecommunities are facing danger
due to droughts andflooding”

WHY IS  TACKL ING  CL IMATE  CHANGE
IMPORTANT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE?

“Please stop procrastinating.The
future of ourplanet,and those living
on it, is more important thanprofit”

“Weonly have one planet and have a duty to look
after it, but not just for ourselves, but future
generations too.”


