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My name is Tom Weerachat from Thailand. It’s a great honor to be here. I’d like to share with you a story about my beloved river in my home region called the Mekong.
What kind of news you are reading and hearing every morning? Everyday I wake up in hoping not to see these kinds of news…'If you don't move we will destroy your house’
"If our son were here we could work on our plot of land, but we can't now. Since we can't work, we're better off dead,"
This is how my childhood looked like, the same as millions of children in my region. We get fresh food from the river. We play with friends in the river. Our lives rely on the river.
Have you heard about “Naga” of “Pha-ya-nak”? It’s a mythical powerful creature living in and guardian of the Mekong river. We believe people who live along the lower Mekong are children of Naga. The left is the local ceremony asking the Naga to build the dam while the right is a ceremony to aplogize for damming the river. Our river is not just water it’s all about our cultures and traditions. 

If you could close your eyes and open your ears and heart. You will hear our rivers are screaming. Our rivers are crying. Our rivers are being tortured and killed as well as its children. These maps shows hydropower dams are being built in the Mekong river from upstream to down stream. what are the reasons building those dams? Energy hunger, I don’t think so. Dam is a technology of yesterdays. All evidence proves it rather hurts than it helps, but it makes a lot of money for some people.
This picture is taken by an 11 year old boy who lives along the Mekong river in Northeast Thailand. This is what happened after the dam is built.

Another testimony from 14 years old girl. [For your information Mekong river gives 4.4 million ton of fish per year worth 17 billion USD] These statement says everything about the current situation of the environment in my region. For children this loss of protein means slower mental development, poorer performance What are causes of these changes? 

Children are the most vulnerable group affected by these development projects. The forced displacement of children and their family have unimaginary impact to children. When it comes to resettlement all of these articles (shown) are triggered. The dams are threatening food security of millions children who rely on the river.
Research found 45% of children under 5 years old living near the dams are underweight. In Cambodia, 50% of children living near dams are chronically malnourished.
Do these investments/developments contribute to the realization of child rights? Or do they contribute to violations of environmental rights of children? There is no specific methodology for the human rights of children in projects cycle of development.
For the past decade, we experience the negative impacts from development projects, such as hydropower dams, mining, river and land-grabbing. These destructive projects have caused several problems to our natures and our way of living. The exploitation of natural resources have also violated human rights, youth rights, especially children rights who are one of the vulnerable groups, in terms of relocation, forced labor, and their growing and learning environment have been destroyed.
I met these boys in border of Thailand and Cambodia herding cows. I asked them what do they want to do in the future. The boy said I want to be a solder. Why, I asked. He said solder get higher paid and he can kill the Thai people. This's a very sad story. There is no choice in future life for children if the environment were destroyed.
On the back of where we were sitting is the under construction dam. No locals know why and who would need this dam for. 

Here is the information the project developer gave to the community and these two boys; very technical and only in English and Chinese which is the language of the project developer. No government and company or development bank asked these two children what do they want their community to be developed?

Can the children participate in development process? The sign say please show your ID card before getting in. How old were you when you get your ID card.  

I wouldn’t call this children and youth friendly atmosphere. 

These are children who wrote the sign against the projects and they are very proud of what they do. Would they be allowed to join the consultation? Would their parents let them go?
The children and youth were organizing an environmental workshop in their community where gold mine operated, to investigate their river. As a result, the company filed a defamation lawsuit against 15 years-old girl who said on TV the river in my community was polluted from mining activity.
Young Cambodian environmental activists served 10 months and 15 days in pre-tragil detention after protesting the sand dredging in the river in Koh Kong.The court sentenced 18 months in prison and ordered them to pay 2,500 USD as a fine to the company. We also see many similar situation like this happening to young activist across the region. 

Here is what is missing in the current development model… Children and youth voices!
The Mekong Youth Assembly is a network of youth-led environmental groups from China, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam.With support from Terre des Hommes we are able to provide the opportunity and space for youth and children to do advocacy and campaigning on protection and promotion of ecological child right and children and youth participation at national and regional level. We believe we can create the community that respects child right. 

We experience and witness many fellow youths are being violated  to living in a polluted environment, suffering from contaminated drinking water, and were born disability from toxicity. Moreover, in voicing out these concerns, many young advocates are facing challenges and difficulties in protecting our rivers, forest, and beloved communities from human-induced environmental degradation. Many were suppressed by private companies and their governments.  However, we have not yet seen any specific policies in responding or taking an accountability for the children.
-Right to participate in any decision-makings that involve the fate of their rivers, communities, and future.
-Children and young human rights defenders have freedom of expression in all aspects without any discrimination and they are protected by law.
Government and regional inter-government body set up a clear mandate (mechanism) in order to receive complaints about child and youth rights abuses in development projects
-States must adopt the Ecological Child Rights (ECRs) concept into related domestic laws and practices in order to protect child rights.
-States establish the ECRs’ committee and a safeguard to ensure that all development projects respecting the youth and child rights. All private and state development projects must comply the ECRs’ safeguard in operating any domestic or trans-boundary development schemes.
-States legislating private companies to either apply the Child Right Risk Assessment in their Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), or Children Rights and Business Principles (CRBP), or Social Impact Assessment (SIA), or conduct a Child Right Risk Assessment separately as prior to be given an approval to operate any development projects.
We, the young people today and the leaders of tomorrow, are reminding those leaders who are in power that you are our fathers and mothers who do not inherit the Earth from your ancestors solely, but you borrow it from us, your children. Leaders must make sure our mother earth shall be returned to us with prosperous life elements and as a safe and desirable ‘home’. States must always respect and protect children livelihoods.
