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If I may, I'd like to preface my recommendations by suggesting that we may be perpetuating the very problem we're trying to solve by dividing a discussion about how to ensure both protection and participation rights of children into separate discussions of each.  
1. Safety in context: In order to keep a balance in protecting children while enabling their healthy development and self-actualization in a digital age, 1) explicitly place youth online protection within the "3 Ps" framework of the CRC and 2) call on supporters of Internet safety to maintain a balance among children's Protection, Provision and Participation rights, online as well as offline – not focus solely on protection.
2. Young users of participatory media as participants in their own safety: Because today's connected media are increasingly participatory and user-driven, Art. 12 of the CRC is now a necessity as well as a guiding principle. Therefore we must support and enable youth participation – not just voice – in plans, policies and practices aimed at protecting them online and in digital media.  
3. Educate the Internet and digital media industry about children's rights of protection, provision and participation and call on all companies whose products appeal to children to ensure that all 3 categories of children's rights and are served in the design of their products and services.

A potential side-effect, or at least aim, of pursuing the first two recommendations (concerning putting safety in the context of youth rights) may be increased credibility and authenticity of Internet safety for youth and greater engagement among youth in sound safety and privacy practices (a bit of background here: http://www.netfamilynews.org/proposed-rightful-framework-internet-safety.
Thank you,
Anne Collier, co-director, ConnectSafely.org in San Jose, Calif.

