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A panel discussion marking the launching of the Joint General Comments by the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the human rights of children in the context of international migration
Putting migrant children’s rights upfront: Challenges and duties in protecting the human rights of children in the context of international migration
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Mr. Chair,
Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Colleagues and friends,
On behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, I am very pleased to mark the launching of these two essential and timely Joint General Comments by the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and the Committee on the Rights of the Child – one covering general principles and the other delving into the obligations of States of origin, transit, destination and return.
 We would like to congratulate both Committees for this tremendous achievement. I would also like to recognize the Human Rights Treaties Branch of OHCHR, and numerous partners for their efforts, in particular UNICEF for their outstanding support to the process.

Migration is among the defining human rights issues of our time. There are more than 244 million migrants throughout the world and approximately 30 million are children, the majority of whom reside in least developed and developing countries. The world is on the eve of far greater international mobility due to numerous push and pull factors.

Migrants move for a number of reasons. Many are forced to move, including children, and the number of children on the move is increasing. At least 300,000 unaccompanied and separated children were recorded in 80 countries in 2015-2016, according to UNICEF a rise of almost 500 per cent on the 66,000 documented in 2010-2011. The total number of unaccompanied and separated children on the move worldwide is likely much higher. Migration is often a survival strategy to cope with extreme poverty. Sending a child across borders to work may ensure the survival of the entire family. 
Migration is not only due to economic factors. Itis also due to lack of human development, gender inequalities, discrimination, abuse and neglect, conflict and violence, political instability, socio-ethnic tensions, bad governance, food insecurity, environmental degradation and climate change. Human rights abuses play a crucial role in decisions to migrate of both adults and children. Family reunification is also one of the main causes of the increasing number of both regular and irregular international child migrants. 
Whether the focus is on lack of opportunities, conflict or human rights violations, migration is a daily reality. The situation of children in the context of international migration is of major concern given their greater vulnerability to human rights violations. For some children, the difficulties begin with perilous border crossings and rough seas, including being at the mercy of often unscrupulous smuggling networks. Some tragically never arrive at their destinations. These routes are also rife with risks of violence, abuse and exploitation. These risks are multiplied in cases of children on the move, and in particular unaccompanied children. 
Men and boys are bought and sold in broad daylight in modern-day slave markets. Unaccompanied child migrants sell their bodies in order to pay smugglers. Boys are forced into manual labour in various fishing ports. Tens of thousands of children end up annually escaping extreme violence and poverty. Some get stranded. All are vulnerable to abuse. Some are raped, abducted or murdered. 

How many more children will fall victim to these heinous violations of human dignity before the world community faces these issues head on? Migrant children are children first and foremost, and migrants, regardless of status, are human beings with human rights, but the world community, in particular major States of destination, have not had the political will to recognize the human rights of all migrants, and in particular child migrants.
These general comments provide important guidance to all States, and other stakeholders, and so without further ado, allow me to start the discussion with our esteemed panelists to have a fuller picture of these general comments, the elaboration process, their relevance and potential impact. 

I have the pleasure of introducing our panellists:

· Mr. Benyam Dawit Mezmur, Member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child;
· Mr. Pablo Ceriani, Former Vice-Chair of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families;
· Mr. Laurent Chapuis, Regional Adviosr Migration, UNICEF Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia;
· Ms. Kristina Touzenis, Head of the International Migration Law Unit, IOM;
· Ms. Anne Dussart, Caritas Internationalis; 

· Ms. Pinar Aksu, Campaign to End Child Immigration Detention Advocate.

I thank you and look forward to moderating today’s discussion.
� Joint general comment No. 3 (2017) of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and No. 22 (2017) of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the general principles regarding the human rights of children in the context of international migration; and Joint general comment No. 4 (2017) of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and No. 23 (2017) of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on State obligations regarding the human rights of children in the context of international migration in countries of origin, transit, destination and return.
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