“PROTECTING RIGHTS, BUILDING COOPERATION”
Celebrating the twentieth anniversary of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
Committee on Migrant Workers

In cooperation with the International Steering Committee for the Campaign for ratification of the convention on rights of migrant workers
Palais des Nations, Room VII, Geneva, 29 November 2010 
10:00-10:30
Opening
· Welcome by Mr. Abdelhamid El Jamri


Chairperson of the Committee on Migrant Workers

· Keynote address by Ms. Kyung-wha Kang


Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
· Guy Ryder 

ILO Executive Director, Standards and Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work
I.  Perspectives On Accomplishments of the Convention(s)
A session to identify concrete legal, social and practical improvements in protection of migrants and migration policies obtained in states following ratification and to review changes in international  jurisprudence, policy debate and practical attention to migrant protection resulting from the progressing ratification of the 1990 ICRMW and the complementary ILO Conventions 97 and 143 on migration for employment.

10:30-11:10
Presentations by panellists:
· S.E.M Juan José Gómez Camacho, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Mexico
· Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam, member of CMW
· Patrick Taran- ILO
· John Bingham- NGO Platform: ICMC
11:10-11:40
Discussion and interventions from the floor
II.  Perspectives: Migration, development and the Convention
A session to discuss the relationships between international migration, development, and the protection of human and labour rights of migrants, with specific reference to the contributions and potential of the ICRMW.  Panellists are invited to offer regional, contextual and academic perspectives towards an exchange of views among participants. Reference will be made to the communication/statement by the Committee on Migrant Workers on the issues of migration and development.
11:40-12:20   
Presentations by panellists:
· Ms. Innocence Ntap Ndiaye, Minister of Labour and Professional Organisations of Senegal
· Ms. Elisabeth Cubias Medina, Member of CMW 
· Michele Klein Solomon- IOM 
· Expert: Piyasiri Wickamsekara
12:20-13:00 

Discussion and interventions from the floor

13:00-15:00

Lunch break
III.  Perspectives: Gender, Migration and the Convention
50% of All Migrant Workers are Women!
A session to address the application and applicability of the standards contained in the ICRMW, often perceived as “gender neutral,” to the specific situations and risks faced by women --and girl children—migrants. Reference will be made to the General Comment on Migrant Domestic Workers proposed for adoption at this session of the CMW, to the draft ILO Convention on Domestic Workers –  to be discussed for adoption at the next International Labour Conference in June 2011-  and to preparation of a recommendation in the Council of Europe on labour market integration of women migrants.  
15:00-15:40

Presentations by panellists:

· S.E.M Evan P. García, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Philippines
· Ms. Myriam Poussi, Member of CMW
· Council of Europe: pending confirmation
· SC/Global Union: Public Services International: Geneviève Gencianos
15:40-16:20 

Discussion and interventions from the floor
IV.  Perspectives for Wider Ratification and More Effective Implementation
A session to review current and future prospects for further ratifications and/or “domestication” of the legal standards in the ICRMW (and relevant ILO instruments) with a view to encourage grounding migration policies in a normative framework, and for enhanced implementation of the standards reflected in these instruments, whether or not countries have ratified. Panellists may comment on relevant trends in international dialogue on migration policy and practices.  Suggestions towards wider application of these standards may also emerge from discussion.
16:20-17:00

Presentations by panellists:

· S.E.M Oguz Demiralp, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Turkey
· Mr. Ahmadou Tall, Member of CMW 
· UNESCO: Antoine Pécoud
· Marika Sidoti -SC/NGO Platform: December 18
17:00-17:45 
Discussion 
17:45-18:00
Closing remarks by Chairperson, and delegate of the Steering Committee
