Mr. Régis de Gouttes (France)
Date and place of birth: 26 October 1940, Paleville, Tarn Department, France

Working languages: French (mother tongue), English, Spanish
Current position/function

First Advocate-General at the French Court of Cassation ; Member (and Chairperson from 2006 to 2008 ) of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) ; Deputy Member of the European Commission against Racism and intolerance ; Member of the French National Consultative Commission on Human Rights ; Member of the Ethics Committee of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs ;  Vice-President of the Training Institute for Human Rights of the Paris Bar.
Main professional activities

Areas of specialization

 Judicial activities in Courts, and specialisation in international  public and  private law, notably in the areas of  judicial cooperation and  protection of  human rights (participated in many international conferences and negotiations in these areas).
Educational background

Law graduate ; Holds postgraduate higher qualifications in private law, criminal sciences and comparative

international law from the Strasbourg International Comparative Law Faculty ; Graduate of the Toulouse Institute of Political Science (IEP Toulouse) ; Graduate of the French National School of the Judiciary (ENM) ; 
Chamber of Commerce diploma in Spanish studies;
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned
National experience

First Advocate-General at the French Court of Cassation (2001-2010) ; Chairman of the French Central Authority for Intercountry Adoption (1999–2001) ; Advocate-General at the French Court of Cassation (1993–2000) and  at the Paris Court of Appeal (1989–1993) ; Deputy Head of the Legal Directorate, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1985–1990) ; Deputy Head of Criminal Justice, French Justice Ministry (1984–1985) ; Deputy Director of the Private Office of the French Minister of Justice (1983) ; Magistrate at the Ministry of Justice (1970–1983)
International experience

Elected member of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination ( Chair of  CERD
from 2006 to 2008 and, at present, Special Rapporteur for  the procedure of  individual communications ) ; 

Deputy member of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance  since

2009 ; Former member of the Council of Europe Steering Committee for Human Rights  (Chair

from 1995 to 1996) ; Former member of the Council of Europe European Committee on Criminal Problems ;
Legal Adviser (1977-1980) and later Deputy Head of the Legal Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

( 1985–1990).
Teaching assignments

Senior lecturer in the field of human rights and elimination of racial discrimination at the French National School of the Judiciary (ENM), the French National School of Public Administration (ENA), at the Universities of Paris , Strasbourg, Montpellier and Geneva, and at the Paris Bar Association.
List of most recent publications in the field

Several  articles to law journals and studies, notably in the sphere of human rights and combating racial discrimination .
Contribution to the OHCHR film on the Treaty Bodies and  to the Newsletter/2011 on the individual  communications ;  Contribution to the Workshop on enhancing cooperation between UN and regional mechanisms for the protection of human rights (Geneva, 12-14 December, 2012).
