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Biographical data form of candidates to the

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)

Name and first name: 
BOSSUYT, Marc

Date and place of birth: 
Ghent (Belgium), 9 January 1944

Working languages: 
Dutch, French, English

Current position/function: 
President (09.10.2007-08.01.2014) of the Constitutional Court of Belgium

Main professional activities:

- Judge (since 28 January 1997) at the Constitutional Court of Belgium

- Professor of International Law at the University of Antwerp (1977-2007)

- Commissioner General for Refugees and Stateless Persons (1987-1997)
Educational background :
-
Doctor honoris causa, University of Hasselt (2011); Docteur ès sciences politiques, University of Geneva (IUHEI); Doctor of Laws, University of Ghent (1968)

-
Diplome of International Law and Comparative Law of Human Rights of the International Institute of Human Rights, Strasbourg (1972)

-
Certificate of International Relations, Bologna Centre of the School of Advanced International Studies of the Johns Hopkins University (1969)

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the Committee:

- Member (2000-2003) and Rapporteur (2001) of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
- Member (1981-1985; 1992-1999; 2004-2006), Rapporteur (1992; 1997), Vice-Chairman (1983, 1999, 2005) and Chairman (2006) of the UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
- Chairman/Rapporteur of the Working Group on the Draft Declaration at the World Conference on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (Durban, 2001)

- Representative of Belgium (1986-1991), Vice-Chairman (1986) and Chairman (1989) of the UN Commission on Human Rights

List of most recent publications in the field:

- “Nationalité et minorités en droit international”, in S.F.D.I., Droit international et nationalité (Colloque de Poitiers), Paris, Pedone, 2012, 145-163.

- “Judges on thin ice: the European Court on Human Rights and the Treatment of Asylum Seekers”, Inter-American and European Human Rights Journal, 2010, 3-48.
- “The South African Constitutional Court and socio-economic rights”, in Liège, Strasbourg, Bruxelles : parcours des droits de l'homme : Liber amicorum Michel Melchior, Limal, Anthemis, 2010, 281-309.
- “Témoignage d'une présence belge au sein des organes des Nations Unies en matière de droits de l'homme”, Revue trimestrielle des droits de l'homme, 2008, 329-346.
- “The New Human Rights Council: A first appraisal”, Netherlands Human Rights Quarterly, 2006, 551-555.
- “Le mandat et le statut des experts indépendants” in Decaux, Emmanuel (éd.), Les Nations Unies et les Droits de l’Homme, Paris, Pedone, 2006, 209-216.

- “Non-discrimination as enshrined in article 2, paragraph 2, of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”, E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/19, Geneva, 2005, 18 p.

- (with Stefan Sottiaux), “Hate Speech” & “Immunities” in Shelton, Dinah (ed.), The Encyclopedia of genocide and crimes against humanity, New York, Thomson Gale, 2005, vol. I, 433-436 & vol. II, 485-488.

- (with Stef Vandeginste), “The issue of Reparation for Slavery and Colonialism and the Durban World Conference against racism” Human Rights Law Journal, 2001, 341-350.

- “The concept of affirmative action”, final report, E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/21, Geneva, 2002, 40 p.

- “Les lois belges relatives à la répression du racisme”, in Decaux, Emmanuel, Le droit face au racisme, Paris, Pedone, (Publ. Fond. Marangopoulos, Série n° 4), 1999, 118-125.
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