Annex II
Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

(Please respect the specified amount of lines when filling out this form and
return it electronically in word format)

Name and first name: Shepherd, Verene
Date and place of birth: April 16, 1951, St Mary, Jamaica
Working languages:  English, Spanish, Jamaican Nation Language
Current position/function:

(5 lines maximum)

Consultant on Human Rights issues (including, but not limited to, reparatory justice and the memorialization of heroines and heroes in keeping with the International Decade for People of African Descent); international speaker on human rights; consultant for projects on memorialization of slavery and post-slavery icons; local, regional and international speaker on general topics on Caribbean History and Gender Issues; and recognised across Jamaica as a public historian. 
Main professional activities:

(10 lines maximum)

Currently serving as an elected member of the UN’s Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, an honorary member of the International Women’s Forum Jamaica, radio show host (“Talking History” on Nationwide 90 FM Jamaica), a Professor of Social History at the University of the West Indies, a consultant on Reparatory Justice, a member of the advisory boards of  a few academic journals, such as, Small Axe, Slavery and Abolition, Caribbean Quarterly as well as a member of the Jamaica Historical Society.

Educational background:

(5 lines maximum)

1988: PhD (History), University of Cambridge

1985: MPhil (History), University of the West Indies

1976: B.A. (History), University of the West Indies

Trained Teacher, Shortwood Teacher’s College
Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:

(10 lines maximum)

Currently the focal point person on the CERD for Non-Self-Governing Territories (on the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization). During the past three years was country rapporteur for Australia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Portugal and co-rapporteur for China; an active participant in the expansion of the regional History curriculum and syllabus as an advisor to the Caribbean Examination Council to include human rights as an important area of study. Contributed, along with Professor Roseanne Flores and Dr Okorodudu on a pending publication titled “The Cambridge Handbook of Psychology and Human Rights”.

List of most recent publications in the field
(5 lines)

1. 20 Questions and Answers on Reparation (Pending)
2. Biography on Lucille Mathurin Mair, former Assistant Secretary-General in the office of the United Nations Secretary, 
3. The Gibson Relays: History and Impact on Jamaica’s Sports Culture and Social Development (2013) which highlights the history of gender bias in Sports in Jamaica,

4.  I Want to Disturb My Neighbour (2007) is a collection of papers addressing Jamaica’s history of racial and gender discrimination and its implications on contemporary society. 

5. Recalling the Trail of Tears and Blood: Voices from the 1831/32 Emancipation War led by Samuel Sharpe in Jamaica (2015)

� It should be noted that membership in the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination requires participation in three annual sessions (April/May and November/December of three weeks and August of four weeks duration). 








