
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
General discussion on Girls’ and Women’s Right to Education
7 July 2014, 10:00 - 13:00
Conference room XVI, Palais des Nations, Geneva
Tentative Programme
Introduction
10:00

Welcoming remarks
· Ms. Violeta Neubauer, Vice-Chair of the CEDAW Committee
10:05

Opening remarks
· Ms. Navi Pillay, High-Commissioner for Human Rights, OHCHR

· Mr. Abdulaziz Almuzaini, Director of the UNESCO Liaison Office in Geneva 
· Ms. Marie-Pierre Poirier, Regional Director, UNICEF Regional Office for CEECIS in Geneva
10:20
Introduction of the General Recommendation on girls’ and women’s right to education 
· Ms. Barbara Bailey, Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on girls’ and women’s right to education
Keynote speakers 
10:30
Mr. Kishore Singh, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education: International and regional legal frameworks of the girls' and women's right to education, including relevant jurisprudence. 
10:40
Mr. Vernor Muñoz, Plan International’s Advisor on Education: Acceptability of girl's and women’s education, including the quality, relevance and pertinence of education within the human rights framework.
10:50
Ms. Hannah Godefa, UNICEF National Ambassador to Ethiopia: Ways and means to facilitate girls’ access to education, and girls’ and women’s rights within education, including their protection against sexual and other forms of violence.
11:00

Ms. Maki Katsuno-Hayashikawa, Chief of Section, Section of Learning and Teachers, Division for Teaching, Learning and Content of UNESCO: Access to education in the context of applicable legal and conceptual frameworks.
11:05

Ms. Mariam Khalique, Malala’s teacher from Pakistan: Testimonies on girls’ and women’s access to education, including the need to protect the right to education in all circumstances.
11:10
Prof. Mohamed Y. Mattar, Executive Director of the Protection Project, Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies: Interpretation of Article 10 of the CEDAW Convention, including its main principles, objectives and links to the other articles of the CEDAW Convention.
11:20
Ms. Angela Melchiorre, Right to Education Project's Advisor: Rights through education, including access to equal employment opportunities and participation in public life.
11:30 

Oral statements by stakeholders (up to 3 minutes each)
· Permanent Mission of Qatar
· Permanent Mission of France
· Permanent Mission of Slovenia
· Permanent Mission of Colombia
· Permanent Mission of Australia
· Permanent Mission of Thailand

· Permanent Mission of Malta 

· Permanent Mission of Brazil 

· UNAIDS 

· Human Rights Watch 
· Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (on behalf of 13 NGOs)
· Plan International 

· International Disability Alliance (IDA)

· Coalition HRE2020

· International Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA) 
· Autistic Minority International 

· l’Organisation internationale pour le droit à l’éducation et la liberté d’enseignement (OIDEL)

· Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children

· International Women's Rights Action Watch Asia Pacific (IWRAW-AP)

· Center for Reproductive Rights

· International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC)
· European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) 
· Global Network for Rights and Development

· Organization for Defending Victims of Violence
12:30 

Questions & Answers

12:50

Wrap up and closing remarks 
· Ms. Barbara Bailey, Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on girls’ and women’s right to education
· Ms. Violeta Neubauer, Vice-Chair of the CEDAW Committee
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