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France, Paris, 14 Avenue de l’Opera, 75001

Ukraine, Kyiv, 56 Kharkivske highroad, 02175

arcconstructionofcrimea@gmail.com
Violation the Indigenous Women’s Human Rights: Situation in the Crimea
DrHab, Prof. Borys Babin, expert of ARC

Dear colleagues, 

The illegal occupation and attempted annexation of Crimea by Russian Federation since 2014 have been condemned in a series of international acts, including UN GA resolutions. Those acts paid special attention to the brutal violation by the RF the fundamental rights of women, including that belongs to the indigenous peoples and minorities.
The attempted annexation the Crimea by Russia was never recognized by the international community. Human rights violations in the Crimea, including racial, social and other discrimination of women, including that belongs to the Crimean Tatar indigenous people now are the subject to consideration in international courts, including the International Court of Justice (case 166) and the European Court of Human Rights (case 20958/14 and others). 
Such special negative situation is connected with Crimean Tatar Women, vulnerable to the situation of the ongoing racial discrimination the Crimean Tatar People on its historic Native Land – Crimean peninsula. 

After 2014 Crimean Tatars are the subject or repression by Russian de-facto “authorities” for their collective position against the attempted annexation the Crimea and against their discrimination. Now there are not less than 230 politic prisoners in the Crimea, among them 158 Crimean Tatars; since 2014 are the victims of the forced disappearances in the Crimea with participation of Russia’s bodies and groups, and among them 15 Crimean Tatars. 
And even more, Crimean Tatar women are the direct subject of the politic repressions by Russian punitive bodies in the Crimea. The most terrible example is the Mrs. Veciye Qaşqa story. On 23 November 2017 Mrs. Veciye Qaşqa who was 73 years old, was arrested in brutal form by the Russian punitive structures in Simferopol cafe “Medobory” with some other Crimean Tatars. Arrested Mrs. Veciye Qaşqa felt herself bad and died in few hours, in road from café being under control of Russian officers. 
Russian de-facto “authorities” refused to investigate the death of Mrs. Veciye Qaşqa and Russian propaganda used hate speech against dead Mrs. Qaşqa as “Crimean Tatar extremist”. In January 2021 the European Court of Human Rights started the proceeding on application the lawyer of Mrs. Qaşqa’s relatives on issue of her forced death.
There are no free elections in Crimea since 2014, and the system of representative bodies of the Crimean Tatar People such as Qurultay, Mejlis and regional mejlises is illegally banned by Russia in 2016. Russia did not execute since 2017 the ICJ’s order in case 166 to cancel the ban of Mejlis. More, Russia cancelled in 2020 the public hearings on local level in the Crimea. 
The key challenges, as it was already pointed, are the discrimination of Crimean Tatar women. In the Crimea such illegal discrimination is related as with the ethnic origin of women (for Crimean Tatars), so with their politic position and with their possible refusal to get forced Russian citizenship after 2014. 

All independent Crimean Tatar women journalists an bloggers in the Crimea are persecuted by the Russia’s punitive bodies. The arrests of Lutfie Zudieva and Mumina Saliyeva, activists of the “Crimean Solidarity” public association, are worth mentioning. In 2019, the occupiers declared “internationally wanted” the journalist of the “ATR TV” channel Gulsum Khalilova, this channel was banned in 2015 in the Crimea and it broadcast from the Ukraine’s mainland. Crimean Tatar woman, lawyer Lila Gemedzhi, who defends the rights of illegal prisoners, was recently awarded the Dutch Tulip Human Rights Prize. 
There is no any possibility for feminism movement in the modern Crimea, occupied by Russia, as the Russian state ideology have grounds on clerical and patriarchal roots and it has a strong part of populism and propaganda. 
Russian de-facto “authorities” do not provide any administrative, policy or other measures to protect Crimean Tatar women from sexual and gender based violence and harassment online. 
And more when in 2021 Ukrainian President passed the draft law “On Indigenous Peoples of Ukraine” to the Parliament, recognising and defending the rights of indigenous women for Crimean Tatars, Crimean Karaites and Krymchaks, the State Duma of Russia made special official statement demanding for Ukraine to recognise the statute of indigenous peoples in Ukraine not for Krymchaks or Crimean Tatars but …for ethnic Russians. 
UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine and OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine have in their mandate the research on the situation with racial discrimination, also as for gender issues in the Crimea but they do not pay the adequate attention on those issues in their reports. The Association of Reintegration of Crimea believes that a special research on the situation with gender equality and non-discrimination of the indigenous women in the conditions of the armed conflicts and related “grey zones” like Crimea, done by the Committee, may be a starting point for improvement of the situation. 
Thank You for Your attention!
Dr. Borys Babin                  
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