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Curriculum Vitae
		
Name	Roberto Garretón M.
Age	72 years
Nationality	Chilean
Education	University of Chile
Profession	Lawyer (1967)
Languages	Spanish (mother tongue) and French

Positions occupied in the area of human rights:
· 	Lawyer for the Comité de Cooperación para la Paz (Committee for Peace Cooperation) and then for the Vicaría de la Solidaridad (Vicariate for Solidarity), the main institution for the defense of human rights during the military dictatorship in Chile (1974-1990)[footnoteRef:1]. Since 1981, Chief of the Legal Area of the Vicariate. [1:  On October 4, 1973, not even one month after de military coup of September 11, 1973 that put an end to 140 years of republican life, the different religious congregations (the Catholic, Evangelic, Lutheran, Methodist Evangelic, Baptist Churches, some Pentecostal Churches, and the Great Rabbinate of Chile) founded in Chile the Comité de Cooperación para la Paz (Committee for Peace Cooperation), in order to provide legal and humanitarian assistance to the victims of repression. The agency had to be dismantled in 1975 due to the pressures exerted by the dictatorship, and then the Vicaría de la Solidaridad del Arzobispado de Santiago, (Vicariate for Solidarity of the Archbishopric of Santiago) was founded, which continued with the same functions since January 1, 1976. It was voluntarily dissolved in 1992.  
] 

· 	Ambassador for the first constitutional government at the end of the dictatorship before International Human Rights Organizations (1990-1994).
· 	Vice-President of the Commission of Human Rights of the United Nations (1993)
· 	Vice-president of the World Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, 1993)
· 	Lawyer in Chile for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) (1996-2000).
· 	Representative for Latin America for the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, appointed by Mary Robinson (2001-2005).
· 	Member of the Advisory Council of the General Secretary of the UN for the Prevention of Genocide (2006), together with Bishop Desmond Tutu; Sadako Ogata, Juan Méndez, Romeo Dallare, amongst others. 
· 	Commissioner of the International Commission of Jurists, with seat in Geneva, since 2008.
· 	Director (Member of the Board) of the Colegio de Abogados de Chile (Chilean Bar Association) 1987-1991; 1991-1995 and 2000-2001)


Experience in connection with United Nations 

As Human Rights Defender: 
	Since 1975 until 1990: providing information to the Working Group on the situation of human rights in Chile, created in 1975, and dissolved in 1979. Since 1979 until 1990, the same role with the Special Rapporteurs on the situation of human rights in Chile (Abdoulaye Diéyé, 1979 - 1983, Rahjsoomer Lallah 1983 - 1985) and Fernando Volio Jiménez 1985 - 1990). 

As Diplomat: 
	Participation in the debates related with the creation of the mandates for indigenous peoples, right to development, freedom of expression, independence of judges and lawyers or others. 
	Participation between 1991-1994 in the debate regarding the Declaration on the rights and duties of the individuals, groups and institutions to promote and protect human rights and the universally recognized fundamental freedoms, finally adopted in 1999.
As special procedures mandate-holder: 
	Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, 1991-2000 and 2008 to 2014.
	Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Zaire, then in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 1994 - 2001,

Human Rights Missions
	Colombia, Peru, Paraguay, Uruguay, Indonesia (including Timor Oriental, during the occupation) Mexico, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Brazil, Argentina, Senegal, Ruanda, Uganda, Zaire (then the Democratic Republic of Congo), Ethiopia, Philippines, Sierra Leona, Chad, Togo, Malaysia, Thailand, Georgia, Italy, Morocco, Tunes, Libya,  New Zealand.
Training for human rights defenders
	In Chile, Peru, Colombia, Mexico, Senegal, Geneva, Chad, Togo, Libya, Tunes, Guatemala, El Salvador.

Educational Activities:
· United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees - UNHCR. Participation in a course in San Jose, Costa Rica, in December 1994; Buenos Aires, 1995, 1996, 1997.
· United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees – UNHCR.  Sergio Vieira de Mello Human Rights Chair and the Universidad de la República, Uruguay: Course on human rights for university professors of the South Cone (2004, 2005).
· Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, Course for defenders in Antigua, Guatemala (1995).
· Course for Judges, Prosecutors and Lawyers, on impunity and amnesty laws (1997), organized by the United Nations Verification Mission for Guatemala (MINUGUA).
· Graduate Program on Public Policy Studies at the Institute of Political Science of the Universidad de Chile, (1998 and 1999)
· Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, Professor for the Interdisciplinary Courses (2002, 2003, 2004 y 2005), and for the Civil Society Courses (2002 and 2004). 
· Andean Commission of Jurists. Yearly courses in Lima 1993, 1994; Caracas 1995, Lima, 2002; Santiago 2003.
· Andean Commission of Jurists, Sectional Office of Colombia, Course for Human Rights Defenders Bogotá and Bucaramanga, 1993
· Centre of Legal and Social Studies (CELS) of Argentina, 1996 y 1997
· Universidad Europea, Madrid. Course on Human Rights during the Summer School. Malaga, Spain, July 1998
· International Service for Human Rights, Geneva, Course for African Human Rights Defenders, Dakar, October 1999
· School of Law of the National University of Distance Education (UNED), Madrid and the Civil Guard Officer’s Academy, XII Seminar Duque de Ahumada on human rights and international humanitarian law, for police training, Madrid, May 10 and 11, 2000.

Other prominent activities in Human Rights
· United Nations Observer Mission in el Salvador (ONUSAL). May to September 1994. Preparation of a Hand Book for Judges and Prosecutors on the utilization of international law norms in their rulings (together with Enrique Bernales Ballesteros).
· Affidavit addressed to the Chamber of Lords who had to decide upon the habeas corpus appeal filed by the defendant Augusto Pinochet, issued at the request of Human Rights Watch/Americas (January, 1999). 
· “Mesa de Diálogo de derechos humanos en Chile” (Table of dialogue on human rights in Chile) (1999-2000). One of the four defense lawyers on human rights that participated in a broad meeting summoned by the Government of Chile to discuss with acting high rank military officers, about human rights violations during Pinochet’s dictatorship. It is a generally accepted fact that the Table has been the main instrument that has led to significant progress in order to put an end to impunity in Chile.  
· Communication before the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights that gave rise to case 11.863 (Aylwin, Andrés and others against the State of Chile), due to the violation of the human right to participate in politics in equal conditions, violation constituted by the institution of Senators that have not been elected democratically (appointed or serving for life), foreseen in the Chilean Constitution. It was endorsed by 5 votes to 1 (Chilean commissioner Claudio Grossman did not participate in this case). Report 137/99. The submission, signed by 11 lawyers, was drafted by the sponsors of the case, Andrés Aylwin and Roberto Garretón, who participated in the hearings in Washington.
· Attorney of the Embassy of France, in the successful filing of the EEWs from French Justices to gather evidence allowing to judge Pinochet in France.
· Appearance, in three instances, before the Security Council of the United Nations. Besides the oral presentation of the human rights reports on Zaire (then the Democratic Republic of Congo), and the debate of the latter with the States present, the Security Council invited the Special Rapporteur in three other instances to discuss the subject in informal sessions known as the “Arria formula meetings”.
· Witness in the trial against Tomás Lubanga, before the International Criminal Court with seat at The Hague, in 2009.
Associations
· Harald Edelstam Corporation. Member of the Board since 2009, (between 2010 and  2012, Vice-president) 
· Women’s Institute (since 2000, Member of the Board).
· Chilean Chapter of the Ombudsman (since 1985. From 2003 to 2009, Vice-president)
· Comisión Chilena de Derechos Humanos (Chilean Commission of Human Rights), Chilean non-governmental organization (1994-2014).
· International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), NGO founded in 1952, based in Geneva, commissioner since 2008.
National Institution of Human Rights	
· Member of the Council of the Instituto Nacional de Derechos Humanos (National Institute of Human Rights) (Chile, 1910-1916, appointed by consensus by the Chamber of Deputies)

Publications	
-	“Por la Fuerza sin la Razón, Análisis de los Bandos Militares de la Junta Militar de Chile” (By Force Without Reason, an Analysis of the Military Decrees of the Military Junta in Chile), written jointly by Manuel Antonio Garretón, Carmen Garretón and Roberto Garretón (Editorial LOM, 1998).

Awards:
· Monseñor Leonidas Proaño Award, for the defense of Human Rights, granted by the Latin-American Human Rights Association (ALDHU). (1989). The award was shared with Rigoberta Menchú, Guillermo Ungo and Paulo Freire.
· Ruth Pearce Award, granted by the International Service of Human Rights to the diplomat most engaged in the defense of human rights (1993).
· Palme Nationale des Droits de l’Homme Award, from the National Council on Human Rights in Islam, Kinshasa, Democrcatic Republic of Congo (1999).

Decoration
Officer of the Legion of Honor, distinction granted by the Government of France, 2003
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