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Concept Note

Mandate and Background

In its resolution 24/14, the Human Rights Council requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to organize a workshop on the impact of the application of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights by the affected populations, in particular their socioeconomic impact on women and children, in the States targeted. 
The term “unilateral coercive measures” is generally understood to refer to economic, trade or other measures taken by one State outside the auspices of the UN Security Council to compel a change of policy of another Sate. The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993, “calls upon States to refrain from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations among States and impedes the full realization of the human rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights instruments, in particular the rights of everyone to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being, including food and medical care, housing and the necessary social services.”
 Human rights treaty bodies and a number of UN studies have outlined legal limitations as to the imposition of unilateral coercive measures
 with regards to rights essential for dignity and survival, while a number of declarations and resolutions have drawn attention to the need for special measures to alleviate the negative impact of such measures on women and children.

In this context, the workshop on unilateral coercive measures, held in April 2013 pursuant to the Human Rights Council Resolution 19/32, concluded that a set of guidelines to prevent, minimize and redress the adverse effects of unilateral coercive measures, as well as identifying an appropriate mechanism to assess the impact of these measures on vulnerable groups, should be considered.
Objectives

The workshop will:
· Provide a platform for the exchange of views among States, academic and civil society experts, and human rights mechanisms, on the impact of unilateral coercive measures on human rights, especially of women and children
· Follow up on recommendations of the previous workshop held in 2013 and contribute to the current efforts of the Human Rights Council’s Advisory Committee to identify mechanisms to assess and mitigate the adverse impact of unilateral coercive measures and ensure accountability; 
· Share experiences of contemporary unilateral coercive measures and learn lessons from the past as a first step towards developing basic principles and guidelines to redress adverse impacts of unilateral coercive measures.
Format of the Workshop

The workshop will take place from 10 am to 1 pm and 3 pm to 6 pm on Friday 23 May 2014, in Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. The workshop will consist of three panel discussions, which will begin with presentations of approximately 15 minutes each from invited experts, followed by an interactive discussion between the experts and participants. The workshop will be led by an expert moderator.
Outcome

In accordance with HRC resolution 24/14, OHCHR will prepare a report on the proceedings of the workshop and will submit it to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-seventh session to be held in September 2014.
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