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This consultation seeks to enhance cooperation between United Nations and the Inter-American Commission and Court, with a thematic focus on interactions with human rights defenders and civil society. Various UN mechanisms and members of the Inter-American Commission and Court will present their work, share experiences, best practices, challenges; lessons learnt and explore new forms of cooperation. Civil society and human rights defenders will also contribute to this discussion, reflecting on key human rights challenges in the region;  the context for human rights defenders activities;  and interaction with UN and regional mechanisms. Finally the consultations will identify priority thematic areas for discussion at the 4th world workshop of Regional Arrangements to be held October 2016.
Pursuant GA Resolution 30/3 of 9 October 2015, OHCHR is required to hold in 2016, a workshop on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights to take stock of developments since the workshop in 2014, including a thematic discussion on the interactions with civil society and human rights defenders, based on concrete and practical experience of regional mechanisms, in order to share information on best practices, lessons learned and new possible forms of cooperation

PROGRAM


9.00 - 9.30 
Registration
9.30 - 10.00 
Opening and Introductions
James Cavallaro, President- Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
Ivan Simonovic Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, OHCHR
Judge Eduardo Ferrer Mac-Gregor Poisot, Vice-president of the Inter-American Court on Human Rights

10.00 - 11.00 
PANEL 1 -Regional and UN human rights mechanisms and participation of human rights defenders and civil society: opportunities and challenges.
Moderator: 
Claudio Grossman, Dean, American University Washington College of Law, Former President of the IACHR and of the UN Committee against Torture
Speakers
Monica Pinto UN SR on Independence of judges and lawyers
Judge Eduardo Ferrer Mac-Gregor Poisot, Vice president of the Inter-American Court on Human Rights 
Margaret Macaulay, second Vice-President, Inter-American Commission
Viviana Krsticevic, CEJIL
Steven Watt, ACLU
Katya Salazar, DPLF 
Camila Asano, CONECTAS 
Discussion
11:00 - 11:15 
Coffee break and networking
11.15 - 12.15 
PANEL 2 - Using Public spaces: rights and challenges in the hemisphere; Legal and administrative spheres.
Moderator:
Juan Mendez, UN SR on Torture 
Speakers:
Sarah Cleveland, member, UN Human Rights Committee (TBC)

Edison Lanza, IACH Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression
Liliana Ortega, COFAVIC Venezuela

Paula Martins, Artículo 19 BRASIL 
Claudia Samayoa, UDEFEGUA, Guatemala. 
Discussion

12.15 – 13:00 
Break (networking) and lunch pick up

13-00 – 14:30 
(Working lunch) 
PANEL 3 - Development, natural resources and civil society. Utilisation of the criminal justice system to penalize human rights defenders work 
Moderator: 
José de Jesus Orozco, IACHR Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders
Speakers: 

Michel Forst, UN SR  Human Rights Defenders
Ariel Dulitzky, Member, UN Working Group on Enforced Disappearances 

María José Veramendi- AIDA, Regional
Víctor Fernández del Movimiento Amplio por la dignidad y la justicia, Honduras 
Stephanie Erin Brewer, Centro Pro, México 
14:30 - 15:30 
Working groups: conclusions and identifying priority themes for Workshop on Regional Arrangements (Geneva, October2016)
Moderators: 
Emilio Alvarez Icaza- Executive Secretary Inter-American Commission
Amerigo Incalcaterra, OHCHR Regional Representative for South America 
15:30 – 16:00 
Closure of workshop IACHR/OHCHR
James Cavallaro- President- IACHR
Judge Eduardo Ferrer Mac-Gregor Poisot, Vice president of the Inter-American Court on Human Rights

Amerigo Incalcaterra, OHCHR Regional Representative for South America

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the Inter American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter American Court for Human Rights have the pleasure to invite you to a regional consultation on:





Enhancing Cooperation in the Americas





Saturday, April 9, 2016�9.30 am to 4:00 pm


Padilha Vidal Room, 1889 F Street NW Washintgon D.C.�Inter American Commission on Human Rights - Washington, DC








