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Opening and introduction

9:30- 

Welcome to our home: we are pleased to host this important regional consultation leading to the 4th world workshop on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights to take place in October of this year. 
I am especially pleased and honored to host it with our sister organization, the Inter-American Court of human rights. Welcome to Vice President Judge Eduardo Ferrer Mac-Gregor.
I am much honored to receive and greet Mr. Ivan Simonovic, Assistant Secretary General for Human Rights, and to have the presence of such an important number of mandate holders and Committee members of the UN as well as members of the Office of the High Commissioner. We welcome Mr. Amerigo Incalcaterra, Regional Representative for South America, whose presence highlights the importance of field offices in our work.  We also acknowledge the presence of the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, key partner of the IACHR. 
We are also especially honored to have such an important number of human rights defenders from the hemisphere. We are thankful for your presence and highly value the efforts you have made to be here. 
In starting our meeting today, we would like to honor the memory of Berta Caceres whose horrible assassination reminds us that attacks against human rights defenders not only affect the basic guarantees owed to every human being, but also undermine the fundamental role that human rights defenders play in society. The lack of effective implementation of the protection measures and investigation of the serious threats that COPINH members had been receiving, lead to yet another killing, this time of Nelson Noe García. These horrible events were preceded by the killing of five members of Tolupán indigenous peoples in Honduras. The Commission is extremely concerned about the lack of effective basic guarantees for human rights defenders in Honduras. (Mention something about the IACHR wish to be involved in the investigation? The IACHR will closely follow up on the implementation of the precautionary measures…)
Unfortunately, this situation is not unique to Honduras. We have seen increasingly shrinking spaces for human rights defenders throughout the hemisphere. We have been receiving increasing numbers of requests for precautionary measures from human rights defenders that are being threatened for their work. 
This meeting is therefore very timely. 
We have divided the dialogue in three panels that reflect the main concerns that we have:

The first one seeks to open a dialogue about participation of human rights defenders within the international and regional human rights mechanisms. We hope to hear interesting perspectives on how we can be most effective as well as challenges or suggestions you might have for strengthening collaboration. 
Panel two seeks to have a dialogue about the shrinking of public spaces for participation; the challenges that defenders face while using public spaces and expressing dissenting voices.  We have received several complaints also about legal and administrative constraints to the work of human rights organizations, as a way to limit their work. 
The third panel will be focusing firstly in the work of environmental human rights defenders. As I mentioned earlier, we have received increasing numbers of complaints about the very dangerous conditions that these defenders face throughout the hemisphere. We will also hear about criminalization of the work of human rights defenders.
Finally we have proposed to divide the participants into three working groups around these thematic issues, in hope that you will come up with specific conclusions and proposals to summarize our meeting. 

After our meeting, we invite you to stay for the launching of the IACHR’s report on criminalization of human rights defenders at 4:30pm. 

This is a crucial meeting that highlights the relevance of collaboration among mechanisms. The important number of actors present in this room today is a very good expression of how we all value collaboration in human rights work. 

In recent years, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has prioritized the promotion and defense of human rights in partnership with other international organizations, and has actively participated in the process of strengthening the exchange of information and cooperation between the UN and regional intergovernmental organizations. 
We will hear about very successful means of collaboration in our next panel, but I just wanted to highlight how important it has been to be in constant dialogue, and to be able to plan strategically together, and use our different mechanisms in a joint manner. Among others, last year the UN Rapporteur on violence against women and our Rapporteur on women’s rights conducted a very important Caribbean tour that opened a very productive dialogue with States that had not engaged with us before. 
Likewise, our Rapporteurs have issued several joint press releases on crucial issues around the hemisphere. Issuing them together has broadened the impact that they have. Among many other means of collaboration, we welcome the presence of the UN in our hearings, and greatly value the strong support we have received from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights when we have faced difficult situations in the hemisphere. 
We are confident that this consultation today is one more step in furthering our collaboration, in uniting our voices to strengthen our common mandate of guaranteeing human rights of all inhabitants. 
