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	Civil Society Space Report – Input

Prepared by Comitato per la promozione e protezione dei diritti umani, an Italian umbrella organization of 92 NGOs and associations active in the field of human rights promotion and protection.
With reference to the consultation – How to create and maintain civil society space? What works? A Report to the High Commissioner for Human Rights, we would like to contribute with our experience of almost 15 years of existence.

Our umbrella organization is based on a free participation of the NGOs deciding to enter and to work as a team, where each single NGOs functions as an expert in the field where the activities of the organizations are carried out. This offers us the opportunity to have a wide expertise in the various domains of human rights and the possibility of providing information directly bottom up gained through the experience in the field of the member organizations.

The Italian political scenario, however, is not an easy arena as often the Government consults or involves in its activities mainly NGOs that are somehow connected to the institution. In such reality, the Comitato since its beginning in 2002, has always carried out a systematic activity of monitoring connected with the reports Italy has been preparing for the UN Treaty Bodies and the UPR first and second sessions. These reports based on the practical experience of the member organizations and carried out pro bono, have always been made public and provided to the Ministries or to the politicians. This has had the effect, hence, of making the Comitato in time become a reference in terms of information and also about the perception of what was being done at international level in the various domains of human rights.

One of the main limitations in all these years has been the fact that most of the Ministries tend to collect information, to exchange information and to involve only those NGOs or associations that are somehow linked to them through projects. This is not a healthy procedure and the Comitato has been always in the forefront in requesting to be called in for consultation, just to be in the position of advocating and implementing effective strategies for human rights promotion and protection that would be responding to the international standards and the engagements assumed through the ratification of the various Conventions.

We continue to carry out our monitoring activities and to produce reports, submissions of information, etc. and to bring them to the various Treaty Bodies sessions considering Italy. 

We have been also in the front line for both UPR exercises that have had Italy under revision.

The Comitato has chosen to operate without funding as we consider that often funding creates links, thus, limiting the independence and the possibility of providing information that is free from any kind of pressure.

Even if the political and public environment in Italy does not offer a broad effective role to the civil society, often considered by the establishment as something dangerous, we continue to collect documentation and provide information about violations and respect of human rights in Italy.

Italy does not have a tradition of trust and collaboration with the civil society and CSOs are often looked at as dangerous actors of the social dynamics.

Nevertheless, we consider it essential for democracy the possibility of exchange and provide information also to the Government and the institutions, as often this can be the only voice offering the truth about an emergency or a situation of violation of human rights.

The opportunity to participate in international events where other NGOs and associations from other countries are present (e.g. FRA Civil Society Platform, EU Antitrafficking Platform, etc.) is a very enriching and stimulating chance for building up also on the basis of the experience of others and helps in providing stimulus for ideas and new ways of continuing our advocacy in Italy in favour of human rights promotion and protection.
Rome, 30 June 2015
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