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1826-01
Report regarding the HRC Resulation No 32-31
Civil Society Space

Ministry of Labour and Social Development (MLSD) is responsible for enforcing the
following rights:

1. The freedom of association.
2. The freedom of formation of social and cultural clubs (NGOSs).

1. Freedom of Association:

Article (27) of the Constitution of Bahrain provides that: Freedom of association
and trade unions, on a national basis and for lawful purposes and by peaceful
means, shall be guaranteed in accordance with the terms and conditions
prescribed by law, provided that the foundations of religion and public order are
not prejudiced, and no one may be compelled to join or continue to hold any
association or union..

The Trade Unions Law No. (33) for the year 2002 regulates the functioning of
trade unions in all technical and administrative aspects. Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry - the representative of employers - is regulated by Decree
Law No. (48) of 2012 on Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

The Trade Unions Law is issued in order to protect workers' rights and raise their
cultural, professional and artistic level through a system that defends their rights
and improves their employment conditions.

The provisions of the Trade Union Law for all workers covered by the Labour Law
for the Private Sector No (36) for the year 2012 .

Article (4) of the Trade Unions Law provides that the trade shall enjoy an
independent legal status from the date of filing their formation papers with the
Ministry of Labor and Social Development.

Article (8) of Chapter | of the Trade Unions Law allows the establishment of a
federation if a decision is taken by two or more trade unions. Paragraph (2) does
not permit a trade union to be a member of more than one federation.

Article 3 of the Trade Union Law prohibits discrimination in employment or
influence in any way by workers due to trade union action.

Article (21) of the Law regulates the exercise of the right of strike by trade unions.
The Ministry of Labor and Social Development works to strengthen trade unions
and existing federations, without distinction between them, through training
programs and workshops organized by the Ministry or involving the Kingdom of
Bahrain represented by the three production parties.



2. The freedom of formation of social and cultural clubs (NGOs).

The Social and Cultural Clubs and Society Law No. (21) of 1989 regulates the
foundation of such NGOs, it also regulates the work of these organizations and
shelters.

These associations shall enjoy an independent legal status from the date of
publishing their registration in the Official Gazette in accordance with the
provisions of this law.

The establishment of the association shall be subject to a written system signed by
the founders of the association.

Civil society organizations are free to carry out their activities provided they do not
violate the law. They can also receive donations without the intervention of the
government with subject to the financial rules.
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