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Ref. No. 413/{ 2.0

Geneva, 24 February 2022

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office and
Other International Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and would like to refer to the letter received on the
22 December 2021 regarding the call for submission for two reports on the issue of child,
early and forced marriage. In that regard, the Permanente Mission has the honor to attach

herewith the contribution of the Government of Saudi Arabia on the aforementioned letter.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurance of its highest

consideration.

L2

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights(OHCHR)
Email: registry@ohchr.or
caroline.ouaffowafang@un.org
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A Brief Note about Saudi Arabia Efforts in Implementing United Nations General
Assembly resolution 75/167 and Human Rights Council Resolution 8/41, Child, early
and forced marriage.

The Requirements for early marriage were approved by Royal Decree No. (46032) dated
7/28/1441 AH - 3/23/2020 AD, which stated: if a minor -male and female- who is less than
(18) can marry with judicial approval, and the competent court must ensure that early
Marriage Requirements are met.

This article covers early marriage requirements:

. The judge should affirm the minor's consent by pronouncing an explicit declaration in
front of him, with parental consent.

Ensuring that minors who want to marry are physically and mentally mature at Accredited
government hospitals.

Marriage should go through Premarital Screening at an Accredited Premarital Screening
Centers.

. A psychological and social report approved by the competent authorities and can be used
by the courts to assess psychological and social aspects, provided that the report should
include an explanation of the couples' psychological and social equivalence.

As part of these rules, the relevant authorities must take the necessary procedures to
detect any violations of the rules, apply the child protection system against the violator,
and allow the minor or any of his/her parents the right to sue the partner if he/she caused
a dispute or harm.

The Ministry of Justice issued a Circular No. {13/T/7969) dated on 04/26/1441 AH -
12/24/2019 AD, which includes a circular to all courts and marriage officials not to
conduct any marriage contracts for minors under the age of 18 years, and reporting
marriage officials who contravene this circular.

The Ministry of Justice issued Circular No. (13/T/6389) dated on 10/26/1437 AH -
7/31/2016 AD, directed to the marriage officials obligating them to hear the women
consent before making the marriage contract to comply with regulations and protect
rights.

daialll e 6
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® The laws and regulations in Saudi Arabia treated the girls fairly in relation to this case,
based on Article No. (13) stated in Law of Protection from Abuse, by punishing the
guardian who forced marriage, and the penalties include imprisonment up to one year,
as well as a fine of up to 50,000 Saudi riyals. One of the forms of forced marriage is
reserving a woman from a young age to a relative, and the guardian asking the girl's
cousins before her marriage to another man if they want to marry her or not, because
they have priority. As well as banning a woman from marrying and confining her to a
specific person for financial interests. This article also included aggravating the penalty
and doubling it in the case of recurrence.

® The technical system has heen modified so that the system does not accept marriage
applications for minors under the age of 18.

® Among the basic services provided for the interest of children under the age of (18) are
the provision of social care, support services, and family & psychological counseling,

® The draft Personal Status Law, which is currently being finalized, will set a minimum age
for marriage, and is one of four new laws announced by the Crown Prince.

* Saudi Arabia's systems are derived from the tolerant Islamic Sharia and the international
conventions to which the kingdom has adhered, particularly the Basic Law of Governance,
which contains explicit texts aimed at protecting and promoting human rights. Saudi
Arabia's government has worked hard to enact regulations and legislation that protect
children, including the following:

1. Article (26} of the Basic Law of Governance, which states that “the state protects human
rights in accordance with Islamic Sharia.”

2. The Royal Decree No. (M/25) dated 15/11/1434 AH established the Law of Protection
from Abuse, which aims to protect individuals from any type of exploitation, physical,
psychological, or sexual abuse, or threat thereof, that a person commits an act against
another person, which involves breaking the boundaries of his/her money in terms of
guardianship, authority, or responsibility, or a family relationship and so on.
Mistreatment also refers to a person's refusal or negligence in carrying out his or her
responsibilities or duties in meeting the basic needs of a family member or someone who
is legally or legitimately entitled to do so. Article (13) states: “Without breach to any more
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severe punishment prescribed by Sharia or law, the defendant shall be punished with
imprisonment for a period of no less than a menth and not exceeding a year, and a fine
of no less than five thousand and not more than fifty thousand Saudi Riyals, or one of
these two penalties. Anyone who has actually committed a form of an act of abuse
mentioned in Article 1 of this Law, and in the case of recurrence, the penalty shall be
doubled, and the competent court may sentence an alternative sanction to the penalties
involving deprivation of liberty ". Furthermore, the Saudi government, represented by the
Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, provides housing, security, and
psychosocial support services to women exposed to violence, including forced and child
marriage.

. Child Protection Law issued by Royal Decree No. (M/14), dated 2/3/1436 AH,
corresponding to 26/11/2014 AD, which emphasizes child rights protection and
preservation from all forms of abuse and neglect, as well as ensuring the provision of
protection to the child from all forms of abuse and neglect and their manifestations that
he or she may be exposed to in the surrounding environment. Also, Protect the rights of
the child who has been abused and neglected, by providing the necessary care for the
child, as well as raising awareness and promoting children's rights, providing assistance
and treatment, providing shelter, social, psychological, and health care, and take the
necessary legal action to punish the perpetrator. Along with raising awareness and
understanding among communities of the different manifestations of all forms of abuse,
their conseguences on children, and address behavioral phenomena in the community
that predict the existence of an appropriate environment for cases of abuse.
Furthermore, "The Public Prosecution shall investigate any violation against law by
exposing the child to any abuse or neglect, and the specialized criminal courts shall
implement the regular penalties against the violators," according to Article (23).

. Saudi Arabia is a party to various international conventions, including The Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

Saudi Child HelpLine: It is a unified toll; free line dedicated to children under the age of
18. It provide support & counseling services to the callers. Sometime it involves referral
to the concerned authorities. At a later stage SCHL follow up with the transferred cases
to guarantee the child received the needed service.
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The tasks of the Saudi Child HelpLine are as follows:

Effective communication and information sharing between agencies are essential to keep
children safe and promote their welfare,

Dealing with emergency cases immediately through a direct referral mechanism to the
authorities in charge of immediate intervention, and following up the timely delivery of
service to children.

- Supporting children morally and building self-confidence to help them make decisions

about themselves.

Continuous improvement of service quality through observing children's rights
enforcement in protection and care in Saudi Arabia, as well as collaboration with domestic
institutions concerned with childhood and international child helpline organizations.

. Active listening and prompt advice to children or caretakers regarding problems received
in calls,

If the girl complains about her being subjected to forced marriage. First, referred the girl
to the Social Protection Units of the Ministry of Human Resources and Social
Development (MHRSD). After that, if the incident is verified that there is abuse or neglect
against the girl. Then, refer violators to the Criminal Court to apply the penalties
contained in the Law of Protection from Abuse.

If any marriage official performs a marriage contract for a minor under the age of 18 shall
be held accountable, and cancel his license.

Many programs and initiatives have been undertaken, and civil society organizations have
played a key role in this regard, including:

. Within the program " Highlighting the advantages and achievements of the Saudi judiciary
and disseminating legal culture”, the Ministry of Justice has included supporting women
in knowing their legitimate and legal rights.

iaialld 5.6
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2. In order to educate girls about their rights, the Ministry of Justice has organized a series
of judicial cultural exhibitions across Saudi Arabia.

3. Awareness and advisory service offices in personal status courts in five cities provided
over (42,000) services to beneficiaries in 2017, through cooperation agreements between
the ministry of justice and the third sector {non-profit).

4. The National Family Safety Program is a non-governmental program that aims to protect
the family from violence, by monitoring and studying cases of abuse and reporting the
competent authorities in this field, and raising awareness of the harms of violence.
Established by Royal Decree No. (11471/MB), dated 10/16/1426 AH corresponding to
11/18/2005 AD. Under the supervision of Health Affairs in the Ministry of National Guard.
This program has produced a report (executive summary) for 2020, which includes the
most prominent achievements and challenges during the Corona pandemic, Local and
international participation in this program. The National Family Safety Program hosted a
webinar with the UN in Saudi Arabia with the participation of the following UN agencies;
ESCWA, UNDP, UNFPA, UN Women & UNICEF. The webinar focused on the development
of hotline services to support professionals working during the Covid-19 pandemic. It
covered a range of topics with an overview of regional and global practices to address
emerging needs for prafessional support hotline services in violence reporting centers
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The webinar also discussed National Family Safety
Program’s experience with the child helplines during the pandemic and the capacity
building of professionals working to support the hotline services. The Child Helpline
Experience in the National Family Safety Program during the COVID-19 Pandemic - the
National Family Safety Program and the development of skills for professionals working
in the support lines).

5. Safe Childhood: Safe Childhood Association is a framework that cares for the child in all
aspects of his faith, intellectual, legal and security life. It was authorized under the
decision of His Excellency the Minister of Resources and Social Development No. (153443)
dated 28/11/1437 AH corresponding to 1/9/2016 AD, with Permit No. (794) as an
association with legal status and independent financial, and it's a non-profit. It helps
children up to the age of (18) years, and it is headquartered in Jeddah. The Child Advocate
Program, offered by the organization, provides a free legal protection for children. The
Child Lawyer Program seeks to be a reference in providing free legal protection for
children against abuse, neglect and sexual harassment, by providing advice, legal
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assistance, legal training, community awareness, and concluding agreements and
strategic partnerships with the competent authorities.

Princess Alanood Foundation: Alanood center for Family and Child development
(Shadan). The foundations goal is to be a source of development and empowerment
through specialized programs that provide life and social skills, and to achieve safety and
stability for both the child and the family.

Saudi Pediatric Association: one of the oldest medical Association and it's a non-profit
scientific research Association. The Association is concerned with the activities and
research related to scientific progress and professional practice in pediatric and child
health, it's also organize conference, seminars, and exhibition specialized in this field,

Child Care Association’s objective is to raise the quality of child care by addressing all
effects on his or her growth. And providing educational and awareness-raising support to
the family and caretakers, Raising community understanding of childhood's importance
and characteristics. Also, take advantage of others’ experiences to attract them and make
any necessary changes to make them fit in with the local community. As well as, creating
an experience that can be used to help and support childhood.

Saudi society for Obstetrics and Gynecology: Submit an academic programmers and
messages consulting and training for the specialists and interested medical personal in
the science of obstetrics & Gynecology. To achieve leadership by distinguished research
building on the foundations and scientific evidence and scrutinize the scientific
developments in this field.
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