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Ireland’s Submission on girls’ and young women’s activism

I. Nature, modalities and trends of girls’ and young women’s activism 

Bringing about the development of a culture that listens to and involves children and young people, with the contributions and engagement of young people actively sought, is one of the key aims of the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People, 2014-2020, “Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures”
. The programme pursues national outcomes which include ensuring that children and young people are connected, respected, contributing to their world, civically engaged and socially and environmentally conscious.

In line with this aim, the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making (2015-2020)
 was launched to strengthen efforts to ensure children and young people are supported to express their views on all matters affecting them and to have those views given due weight, including those of ‘seldom-heard’ children. The National LGBTI+ Youth Strategy (2018)
 is an example of Government policy developed using this youth consultation process.
Hub na nÓg
 is a national centre of excellence and coordination focused on giving children and young people a voice in decision-making. It was established by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth to support implementation of the National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making. The National Framework for Children and Young People's Participation in Decision-making was launched in April 2021, with a Capacity Building Grant to support its implementation
.

Promoting the active participation in society of young women and girls is also a feature of the National Strategy for Women and Girls 2017-2020 (extended to 2021)
 which has as its vision, “an Ireland where all women enjoy equality with men and can achieve their full potential, while enjoying a safe and fulfilling life”. Of the six high level objectives of the Strategy, two contribute to the theme of civic space and activism. These are Objective Three: “ensure the visibility in society of women and girls, and their equal and active citizenship”, and Objective Four: “advance women in leadership at all levels”. The specific outcomes pursued include greater visibility of women in the arts, as participants and in content, greater levels of participation by Traveller and Roma women, and by deaf women and girls, in public life, promoting women’s role in development, peace and security, and bringing a gender perspective to youth leadership programmes. 
Other formal structures enabling girls’ and young women’s participation and activism include Comhairle na nÓg and Dáil na nÓg (youth council and youth parliament). Comhairlí na nÓg
   are child and youth councils operating in each of the 31 Local Authority areas across Ireland, first established in 2002 as part of the National Children’s Strategy.
 Comhairle na nÓg gives children and young people the opportunity to be involved in, and have a voice in the development of, local and national services and policies and any issues that affect them in their local area. It is the recognised national structure for participation by children and young people (aged 12-17 years) in decision-making. Comhairle na nÓg encourages young people to identify, prioritise and progress topics that are important to them through enabling their influence on decision-makers, locally and nationally, to take action. This structure also acts as a consultative forum for adult decision-makers who want to include the views of young people in their work, whether it is policy development or gathering feedback on services and facilities. The percentage gender breakdown of Comhairle na nÓg membership is approximately 60% female and 40% male (2020 figures).
Every two years, 200 Comhairle na nÓg delegates take part in Dáil na nÓg, which provides a forum where young people can raise and debate issues of concern to them and influence the development of public policy. The event focuses on a theme chosen by Comhairle members, with presentations by an expert panel and a vote to select a topic within that theme. The young delegates, nominated by the 31 Comhairlí from each Local Authority, elect members to the Comhairle na nÓg National Executive and vote on the topic for the National Executive to work on over their coming term (2 years).

Comhairlí na nÓg have regular regional and national networking events where young representatives can share information and resources, in addition to its biennial Dáil na nÓg.

The National Women's Council of Ireland
, which receives core funding from the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, was founded in 1973 and is the leading national representative organisation for women and women’s groups in Ireland, with over 190 member groups. It is also a member of the European Women's Lobby, the umbrella body for women's organisations in Europe. One strand of its work involves reaching out to young women, through workshops and its annual #FemFest conference for young women.

Girls and young women are active in the student-led organisations in place at second-level and further and higher education.

The Union of Students in Ireland
 is a representative body for students in third level education on the island of Ireland, and is represented on the Strategy Committee overseeing the development and implementation of the National Strategy for Women and Girls. Gender equality is one of the major areas of focus of the USI's current equality campaign.

The Irish Second-level Students' Union, ISSU
, was founded in 2008 and is the national representative body for school students in Ireland. ISSU is led by students, for students. Its aims include empowering student councils to act as democratic and effective representative bodies within their school communities, providing a collective voice for second-level students and representing second-level students as stakeholders in their education and in society, locally, regionally, nationally and internationally to continually develop a transparent, fair and modern education system.

Recent initiatives include a survey seeking students' views on period poverty and period products in the education system.

II. Enabling factors and good practices 
The National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making is an example of good practice
.
The Comhairle na nÓg Toolkit (2nd edition, 2016)
, developed by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) Citizen Participation Unit to support the work of those who organise and run the 31 Comhairlí na nÓg, advises that a membership profile that balances age, gender, geographical location and inclusion of young people who are seldom heard is considered best practice. It includes suggested strategies to achieve a balanced membership for each of these characteristics.

In 2021, Dublin City University, in partnership with Women for Election,
 carried out a pilot University women’s leadership programme, aiming to help young women enter and successfully engage in student politics, leadership and representation. Women for Election is a non-partisan, not for profit organisation providing training and mentoring support to women in Ireland to run for political office, and receives funding support from the Irish Government.

III. Challenges and structural barriers

Research by the NWCI in 2019 indicated younger women were among those facing specific barriers to aspiring to and/or being successful as candidates for elected office and recommended strategic outreach by local government aimed at younger women
. In September 2021, the NWCI held a series of webinars examining social media abuse of women politicians.

Section 10 of the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act 1997
 criminalises harassment by any means of communication, which includes through information and communication technologies. The Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020
, known also as “Coco’s Law”, amended the law relating to harassment to provide for offences relating to the recording, distribution or publication of intimate images without consent, with and without intent to cause harm, and to provide for the anonymity of victims of those offences. Information on the legislation has been widely disseminated, including targeted information for young people
.
IV. Emerging issues 

V.  Recommendations/ the way forward
Submissions to the public consultation carried out in 2020 by the Citizens' Assembly on Gender Equality
 included several from youth organisations. The Citizens' Assembly submitted its final report
 to the Oireachtas in July 2021, which included recommendations related to gender norms and stereotypes and education, and in the context of leadership in politics, public life and the workplace, penalising and eliminating hateful and abusive language, including on the basis of gender, in the press and social media.
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