	
	

	
	


	
	



Romania’s reply to HRC Advisory Committee’s Questionnaire on the impact of new technologies for climate protection on the enjoyment of human rights
Specific questions for States

1.
In your country, what are the main human rights challenges arising from the implementation of climate change national plans and policies? List and describe them briefly.

Climate change has implications for the effective enjoyment of the full range of human rights, particularly for people living in situations of increased vulnerability. 

Special care should be taken in terms of the participation of persons in vulnerable situations in decision-making processes in order to enhance positive environmental outcomes and comply with relevant human rights obligations. The specific approach to vulnerable sectors will help to ensure that climate adaptation and mitigation efforts address the specific vulnerabilities of each group and do not adversely impact the basic human rights.

The right to freedom of expression and association in general and access to reliable and accessible information on climate change are fundamental for all, including all types of people interested in science-based articles on climate change topic and for environmental and human rights defenders.

The knowledge transfer and sharing are increasingly recognized as means of mobilizing the knowledge and capacities needed to respond to complex and changing realities, such as the challenges posed by climate change. Improved access to internet and new technologies such as web-based platforms and social media allow for increased access to information. However, information must be easy to understand and tailored to specific needs of stakeholders to strengthen adaptation action and decision-making.

A failure to integrate human rights into climate action can undermine people’s rights. The integration of human rights into climate change policies can provide benefits for people and the planet.

2. Is your country involved in or supports in any way the development, implementation or use of NTCP?

Romania, as a Member of the European Union, will have to implement the Fit for 55 Package recently adopted by the European Commission. 

The Fit for 55 Package contains legislative proposals that will ensure the transition to climate neutrality by implementing new technologies, as:

- zero emission mobility solutions for all modes of transport, for light and heavy duty vehicles, rail-road, maritime and air transport;

- energy efficiency and the use of innovative climate-neutral materials, technology and natural carbon removal solutions, design and engineering concepts that increase the energy performance, the integration of renewable energy in the daily usage;

- climate neutrality in the land use to increase climate resilience, increase carbon stock in the soil and, other carbon sinks.

New technologies for climate protection (NTCP) are contributing to keep the environment at normal parameters. 

3. What measures, if any, (legislative, administrative, institutional, or other) have been put in place to regulate the use of NTCP? Have the human rights challenges arising from such activity been taken into account in their adoption? 

The access to new technologies to climate protection (NTCP) should be as wide as possible. In Romania, The Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests through the Environmental Administration Fund (AFM) provides a financial support through its programs ( RABLA Plus, CASA VERDE Plus, etc.) for all the persons that are interested in purchasing new technologies for environmental and climate protection, as: electric vehicles, photovoltaic and solar panels, renewable energy systems, etc.

These financial support programs are approved by Ministerial orders and have the role to encourage the use of new technologies in producing renewable energy, purchasing zero emission vehicles, etc.

4. In your country, which government agency has the initiative in the decision-making related to NTCP policies? If so, to what extent does the agency take the human rights issues into account in its agenda and decisions? 

At the governmental/central level, the Ministry of Research, Innovation and Digitization has the role of elaborating and promoting legislation for new technologies and the Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests has the role of elaborating and implementing the environmental and climate change policies.

The human rights should be taken into account into all policies, especially into environmental policies. 
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