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UNAIDS welcomes the opportunity to provide a written statement for the fourth intersessional meeting on human rights and the 2030 Agenda. 
Grounding our actions in human rights principles and the meaningful participation and leadership of communities and community-led organizations is absolutely critical if we are to achieve a recovery that is sustainable. SDG3.3 commits countries to ending AIDS as a public health threat by 2030, yet this goal cannot be attained without sustained and concerted action on SDG 5: gender equality, SDG 10: inequalities and SDG16: ending violence and ensuring access to justice and strong institutions, among others.
The experience of the HIV response, and more recently COVID-19, clearly demonstrates that pandemics and other health emergencies expose and exacerbate inequalities, disproportionately affecting the most vulnerable. A failure to make health services a public good, and to reduce inequalities within and between countries has led to devastating impacts on those left behind, including women in all their diversity, adolescents and youth, migrants, and communities who are stigmatized and criminalized. Discriminatory criminal laws, such as those that target individuals based on sexual orientation, gender identity, sex work, drug use, or that aim to criminalize exposing others to illness, undermine rather than aid health responses and actively push communities further behind, reducing access to health services, social protection mechanisms and access to justice. 
The Global AIDS Strategy 2021-2026 was developed in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis and builds on 40 years of expertise from the HIV response. It contains targets and priorities aimed at reducing inequalities and creating more resilient communities. Our strategy recognizes that without an enabling legal environment, access to justice, sexual and reproductive health rights and bodily autonomy, elimination of gender-based violence and harmful gender norms, we will not achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, including ending AIDS. An intersectional, human rights-based approach that recognizes the multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination experienced by people in all their diversity will be critical to a sustainable recovery and advancing gender equality.  The strategy therefore contains societal enabler targets that are key to reducing inequalities and improving access to health services.

They are that:
<10% of countries have punitive legal and police environments that deny or limit access to services;
<10% of people living with HIV and key populations experience stigma and discrimination; and
<10% of women, girls, people living with HIV and key populations experience gender inequality and violence.
Modelling shows that if we fail to achieve these societal enablers, the world will see an additional 2.5 million HIV infections and 1.7million HIV-related deaths by 2025.
The Global Partnership for Action to Eliminate all forms of HIV-related Stigma and Discrimination, co-convened with UNDP, UNWomen, the Global Fund to Fight HIV, Tuberculosis and Malaria, and GNP+, has been created to catalyse action to end HIV-related stigma and discrimination as a critical element in achieving the SDGs, including ending AIDS by 2030. UNAIDS is committed to work with member states, communities and across the UN system to make these targets a reality as a critical step in achieving the 2030 agenda.
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