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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)

Family name and first name: …… JACOBS, Laverne ……………
Date and place of birth: ………… 21 April 1972, Toronto, Canada ……………
Nationality: 
Canadian 
United Nations working languages: 
English and French  
Current position/function: 

(Five lines maximum)

Laverne Jacobs is a law professor at the University of Windsor, Canada who specializes in law and persons with disabilities, human rights law; disability rights; disability equality; disability inclusion; administrative law; comparative law; access to justice and intersectionality.  
Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Ten lines maximum)

Laverne Jacobs is Founding Director of The Law, Disability & Social Change Project, a research and public advocacy centre in Canada. She is also Co-Director of the Disability Rights Working Group of the Berkeley Center on Comparative Equality & Anti-Discrimination Law at the University of California, Berkeley. Her work has been used by advocacy groups, government, and courts. She completed comparative law research as a consultant for the development of Canada’s Accessible Canada Act. She has expertise in developing and implementing accessibility laws. She also has expertise in accessible transportation policy and human rights among other areas. She has presented on COVID recovery and people with disabilities. She is a former human rights adjudicator. She is the lead author of Canada’s first law and disability textbook. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….
Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
(Five lines maximum)

B.A. (Hons.) — McGill University, Montreal, Canada, 1994 (French Language and Literature); LL.B. & B.C.L. — McGill University, Montreal, Canada, 1999 (degrees in both Common Law and Civil Law); Ph.D. — Osgoode Hall Law School, 
York University, Toronto, Canada, 2009 (Administrative Law)
…………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

(Three lines maximum)
Due to a spinal cord injury, I am a person with a disability and a wheelchair user. My concern for global disability inclusion stems from my professional work as a disability scholar and advocate & from my personal experiences of inaccessibility and inequality.  

Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.

(Five lines maximum)

I have expertise in several CRPD-related areas including: accessibility, access to justice, community living, transportation, medical assistance in dying, gendered & intersectional disability discrimination, and conducting effective consultation and policymaking with persons with disabilities. I have published or presented extensively in these areas, developed policy, appeared before Senate, supported litigation by OPDs.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities:

(Five lines maximum)

Laverne Jacobs et al., The Annotated Accessible Canada Act (2021); Law and Disability in Canada (2021); “Accessibility for Manitobans Act: Ambitions and Achievements in Antidiscrimination & Citizen Participation” (2016); Laverne Jacobs, “Universality of the Human Condition: Theorizing Transportation Inequality Claims by Persons with Disabilities in Canada, 1976-2016” (2018); ‘Humanizing’ Disability Law” (2016)
……………………………………………………………………………………………

