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Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies 

 

 

 

Name and first name: TERAYA, Koji 

 

Date and place of birth: 17 August 1969, Otaru, Japan 

 

Working languages: English and Japanese 

 

Current position/function: 

◆ Professor, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, University of Tokyo (2011–present) 

◆ Member, Executive Council of the International Law Association (2019–present)  

◆ Councilor, Chairperson of the Committee for Expert Comments on International Affairs, 

Japanese Society of International Law (2020–present) 

◆ Member of the Executive Board (2016–present) and Chief of the Planning Committee 

(2019–2021), International Human Rights Law Association  

 

Main professional activities: 

 Served as a member of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and substantially 

contributed to the activities of the Committee, working toward the promotion and 

protection of victims’ rights and prevention of enforced disappearances and combatting 

impunity for the crime of enforced disappearance. Served as a rapporteur of the 

Committee (2017–2021). 

◆ Over 25 years of experience of teaching and researching in the areas of International Law, 

International Human Rights Law, and International Humanitarian Law both in Japan and 

internationally. Has published a large number of publications, including on the role of 

international human rights treaties and human rights-based approaches to global 

challenges.  

 

Educational background: 

◆ Bachelor of Law, Faculty of Law, University of Tokyo (1994) 

 

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned: 

 Expert Member, International Forum on Criminal Justice, Ministry of Justice (2018–

present) 

 Member, National Bar Examination Commission, Ministry of Justice (2021–present) 

 Member of various international academic associations, including: the Japanese Society 

of International Law, the American Society of International Law, the Asian Society of 

International Law, the European Society of International Law, and the International 

Human Rights Law Association (served as an executive board member). 

 Previously served as a Co-Rapporteur of the International Human Rights Law Committee 

of the International Law Association (2012–2016). 

 

List of most recent publications in the field: 



 “A Consideration on the Interpretation of International Human Rights Treaties: From the 

Perspectives of Holism, Process Theory and Constitutionalism”, Journal of International 

Law and Diplomacy, Vol. 119, No. 4, 2021. (Japanese) 

 “Criminal Control in International Human Rights Protection”, Koji Teraya and Kazuyori 

Ito (eds.), International Law at Present: the Possibility of Law in the Ever–changing 

World, Nihonhyōronsha 2020. (Japanese) 

 “Effectiveness and Fairness in International Human Rights Treaties: A Note on 

Institutional Condition for Constructive Dialogue”, International Affairs, No. 680, the 

Japan Institute of International Affairs, 2019. (Japanese) 

 “Japan: Implementation of International Human Rights by Japanese Courts” in S. 

Kadelbach et al eds., Judging International Human Rights: Courts of General 

Jurisdiction as Human Rights Courts, Springer, 2019. (English) 

◆ “The Impact of the International Covenants on Human Rights on the Rights of Foreigners 

in Japan”, Japanese Yearbook of International Law, Vol. 59, 2017. (English) 
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