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بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم
Thank you madam moderator

Appreciate the opportunity to have the floor again in this seminar, and thank the panelists for their insight on Global cooperation and measures to improve the universal access to health as a fundamental human right. 
As has been stated in the morning session of this seminar the new variant shows once again that no region, no country, no community and no individual is safe until we are all safe. In this regard, Equity issues remains paramount for developing countries, who bear the disproportionate impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Iran was one of the hardest hit countries by the COVID-19 pandemic in Asia and it placed extreme burden on Iran’s health system. Due to the fact that The COVID-19 pandemic has had far reaching implications, Iran adopted the whole-of-government approach, where a diverse set of ministries and agencies came together around a shared problem. 
Given the fast-evolving nature of the pandemic response in different contexts, our health system was racing against time to save the life of Iranians and all other foreign nationals living in Iran including millions of migrants, refugees and undocumented foreign residents. 
As COVID-19 cases starts to rise in Iran, we’ve launched a program to produce more of the protective supplies locally. After vaccine invention, in spites of all barriers such as vaccine hoarding, export controls and unilateral coercive measures, Iran steps up vaccine imports and in the same time heavily invested on domestic production of vaccines. Iran has approved five homegrown Covid-19 vaccines for production to insure the access to vaccine for ongoing and future pandemics. 
The sanctions were and still are the main challenge in timely import and production of the vaccines and undermined Iran’s efforts in this regard. Now, more than 80 percent of eligible residents in Iran have been vaccinated by imported and domestically produced vaccines.
All along the outbreak, the Islamic Republic of Iran as a country hosting more than 4 million documented and undocumented refugees with applying an inclusive approach, has made its utmost efforts to ensure all refugees have access to the vaccines.

The current pandemic continues to show challenges of Equity in terms of access to COVID-19 tools and vaccines.

 I thank you madam moderator
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