	[image: image1.wmf]
	EUROPEAN UNION

Permanent Delegation to the United Nations Office

and other international organisations in Geneva 

 


UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

Full-day intersessional seminar on good practices, key challenges and new developments relevant to access to medicines and vaccines, 8 December 2021 (Human Rights Council resolution 41/10)

8 December 2021
EU Intervention
- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY - 

Chairperson, 

The European Union would like to thank the OHCHR for convening this timely intersessional seminar in line with the resolution 41/10. 

Today, as we share best practices, key challenges, and new developments relevant to access to medicines and vaccines, the global community is once again faced with the threat of a new, highly transmissible variant of COVID-19, Omicron. 

 We highly commend South Africa’s analytical/scientific work in detecting, sequencing and reporting this highly-mutated variant. We absolutely need this transparency and information sharing in order for the international community to react with the aim of containing the spread of new variants. The spread of Omicron also highlights the need to advance the global vaccination rate as one of the essential tools to end this pandemic. 
We see the sharing of information and transparency by South Africa as being a model of how international cooperation should work when facing a cross-border health crisis in the future. While we remain committed to multilateral cooperation and solidarity, based on respect for human rights as the only viable way forward, it must be acknowledged that there is still much more to be done internationally in order to reinforce the and strengthen compliance with the International Health Regulations and build a better system of global preparedness, prevention and response. In this regard, we strongly welcome the consensus reached recently at the World Health Assembly to develop an ambitious new instrument that would ultimately help address key challenges, including a One Health approach and equitable access to pandemic counter measures. The EU and its Member States will continue working hard towards improving the global health architecture and strengthening partner countries’ health systems, among other things, through the provision of support to capacity building for sequencing, testing, treatments, and, of course, ensuring that everyone has access to vaccination.
We believe a new legal instrument, under article 19 of the WHO constitution is urgently needed to address glaring inequities in the pandemic response and the shortcomings of the current legal framework highlighted by several reviews.
Regarding vaccination, we need to close the gap between advanced economies and developing countries. Doing so is  the only way to end this pandemic. The European Union and its Member States acting together as ‘Team Europe’, are the largest exporter of COVID-19 vaccines at over 1 billion doses to date, and remain committed to contribute its share to achieve the global vaccination target of 70% in 2022, as agreed at the recent G20 Summit. As part of this commitment we aim to share at least 700 million doses of vaccines by mid-2022 with low and middle-income countries. In fighting the pandemic, treatment, diagnostics and vaccines for COVID-19 have to be available to everyone without discrimination. This requires enhanced preparedness to health emergencies  and deployment and administration of vaccines, including ensuring gender and age responsive and disability-sensitive approaches, as well as targeted measures for persons in vulnerable situations. This can only be achieved through continuous efforts to strengthen health systems and ensure resilience for the future. 
In addition to addressing the health dimensions of the pandemic we also need to be mindful that response to Covid 19 has to be based on human rights. States have a duty to address the human rights consequences of their response and recovery measures. In this context, the EU views the UN Human Rights bodies and their voice and guidance as critical.
We strongly believe that ‘no one is safe, until everyone is safe’, and that equitable and affordable access to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines must be ensured globally, leaving no one behind.

Thank you.
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