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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations
and Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights – The Special Procedures
Branch and has the honor to provide the enclosed response from the government of
the Philippines to the questionnaire from Ms. Mary Lawlor, Special Rapporteur on the
Situation of Human Rights Defenders, in preparation for her upcoming thematic report
focused on the situation of human rights defenders who work on issues of anti-
corruption.

The  attached  response  was  provided  by  the  Presidential  Anti-Corruption
Commission (PACC) of the Philippines, a government body created under Executive
Order No. 431 issued by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte on 4 October 2017, mandated
to ensure accountability of public officers and take effective measures against graft and
corruption  in  the  public  sector  through  proper  observance  of  due  process  in  the
administration of justice. Following are the highlights of the submission: 

 Government  employees  working  against  corruption  are  protected  by  the
agencies’ own charters  or applicable laws and are supported legally by their
offices if  they are performing functions related to their  mandates.  On private
individuals fighting against corruption, the Government has made sure to protect
their  human  rights  through  the  work  of  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights
(CHR). The CHR has the power to investigate, on its own or on complaint, all
forms of human rights violations involving civil and political rights; recommend to
the  Congress effective  measures  to  promote  human rights;  and  request  the
assistance of any department, bureau, office or agency in the performance of its
functions.

 Under Batas Pambansa 880, s. 1985, anti-corruption activists are protected from
members of law enforcement agencies who deal with the demonstrators as the
latter  must  observe  the  policy  of  “maximum  tolerance”  at  all  times  during
demonstrations.

 The  Department  of  Justice  (DOJ)  also  implements  the  Witness  Protection,
Security and Benefit Act (Republic Act 6981) which provides for the protection of
witnesses or probable witnesses and their families in case of threats to their
respective security.

 The PACC has  a multi-sectoral program on anti-corruption  which solidifies the
participation of civil society, nongovernment organizations (NGOs), and church-
based  organizations  (CBOs),  in  the  fight  against  corruption.  Anti-Corruption
Committees  (ACCs)  in  relevant  agencies  are  required  to  include  private
individuals,  CSO,  NGO,  and  CBO  representatives  in  the  planning  and
implementation of anti-corruption projects and case investigations.

1 https://pacc.gov.ph/executive-orders/ EO 43 was expanded through EO 73 of 28 December 2018 to
allow  the  President  to  directly  investigate  or  hear  an  administrative  case  against  any  presidential
appointee.
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The  Philippines  consents  to  having  the  enclosed  inputs  published  onto  the
OHCHR´s website. 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations
and Other  International  Organizations in  Geneva avails  itself  of  this  opportunity  to
renew to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights – The
Special Procedures Branch the assurances of its highest consideration.

 
Geneva, 09 November 2021

OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
   Palais Wilson 
      52 Rue des Paquis 
           CH-1201 Geneva 

   E-mail addresses:  registry@ohchr.org, OHCHR-defenders@un.org 

Attention: The Special Procedures Branch 

Enclosure/s: As stated.
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