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An Analysis of the Rights of the Child and the Importance of Inclusive Social Protection

Introduction

Over 42 percent of the world today is made up of children and young people under the age of
25.! These young individuals, however, continue to have some of the lowest levels of social
protection in the world, especially in areas such as hunger given that 45% of all child deaths
across the world are related to undernutrition,? poverty given that there is a two times higher
likelihood of children finding himself as extremely poor compared to adults,’ quality education
given the many disruptions in education due to COVID-19, social equity,* and much more. Youth
often are forgotten in policy and their voices remain unheard across many sectors whether that be
civil society, academia, or even business. Moreover, due to the fact that many children are unable
to vote across the world, youth are especially underrepresented and unheard in governmental
systems which prevents meaningful protection of children and a lack of action regarding issues
that primarily impact young people.” Young people today desperately need better representation
and more protections for their well-being in order to create a more equitable society where all
people are respected and treated equally, which children’s rights can be the key to due to the
positive impact on all people through the expansion and protection of the rights of young
people.® Thus, this report aims to investigate some concerns presented by young people from all
over the world, representing different life experiences and priorities, an analysis of existing work
to better protect young people in the United States of America specifically, as well as some
policy and implementation recommendations to best support and celebrate young people across

the world along with case studies of successful attempts at social protection of young people.
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Unresolved Concerns and Barriers to Child Social Protection Along With Policy
Recommendations for the Elimination or Reduction in these Concerns

The COVID-19 pandemic greatly worsened the well-being and experiences of young people
across the world, often leading to high levels of social disadvantagement through a disconnection
from conventional methods of empowerment and connection. Although the consequences of
COVID-19 are highly stratified across country and socioeconomic boundaries, children faced, by
and large, many adverse consequences due to this pandemic, devastating them through these
challenging times.” ® Particularly of concern are the devastating impacts of isolation and its

resultant influence on education, economic instability, mental health, and substance abuse.’ 1 !

Quarantine forced many people, especially children, into isolation, in order to prevent the spread
of COVID-19; however, it also greatly limited and diminished the social connection vital to child
development, which has been proven to lead to lasting social and mental health effects over these
last 3 years of the COVID-19 pandemic.'? Thus, many of the rights guaranteed to children by
the Convention on the Rights of the Child were reduced or almost eliminated such as access to
information, access to education, the right to play, protection from sexual abuse," protection
from exploitation,'* and the protection from harmful drugs. It is thus of immense importance that
action is taken immediately to help promote reintegration and communication endeavors
between young people, fostering social skills and connection between people to hopefully

reverse some of the concerns created by the COVID-19 pandemic. For example, the
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implementation of recommendations set forth by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children into school-based education can be extremely useful in bridging the gap in
social skills caused by the pandemic and allow for a reduction of the isolation felt by young
people across the world." Efforts to makeup for education gaps caused by school closures are
also of utmost importance; however, it is of significant importance that the burden of making up
for these impacts is not placed on already exhausted teachers who have supported children
through the COVID-19 pandemic. Policy recommendations made by the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development and the World Bank can be especially useful for
countries to be able to best support the reintegration of children back into education.'¢ '” These
policies can be especially useful where parental involvement is available to support children and
where governmental funding is able to provide support services to children; however, in many
countries, such as low and middle income countries, this can be impossible. In these
circumstances, recommendations made by We Are Teachers can be useful in helping educators
and administrators best support these children, while not forcing teachers to take on as large of a

burden.'®

Economic instability during the COVID-19 pandemic most affected young people just entering
the workforce, especially those between 16 and 24. This led to a loss in entry-level positions for
young people, which can have devastating impacts on the future job prospects of young people.?
This damage can be long-lasting and greatly limit the ability of young people to reintegrate.
Efforts to reduce youth unemployment can be difficult and sometimes not effective, but
country-level policies such as those implemented by the EU and evaluated by the StyleHandbook

can prove to be effective, especially those that particularly provide jobs for young people and
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help lessen the economic damages caused COVID-19.! Through programs such as these, youth
can be better empowered to take and do well in jobs, setting them up for a lifetime of success in
the economy. Moreover, efforts made by businesses to create jobs specifically for young people
and recruit from educational institutions, especially junior/community colleges, can also be

extremely effective in specifically helping young people.”

Youth substance abuse and mental health concern rates have also dramatically increased during
the course of the pandemic and continue to rise or stay at dangerously high levels. A recent
World Health Organization report indicates that the pandemic caused nearly a 25% increase in
prevalence of depression and anxiety across the world.”® Moreover, due to the trauma caused by
the pandemic, youth are likely to continue to have their mental health be further eroded over
time.** »* Policy and implementation efforts to improve youth mental health overtime has had
positive and negative effects and continues to demonstrate ambivalent results. However, one
effective example of policy that can be extremely effective in supporting people through mental
health and substance abuse concerns are efforts to create national lifelines, suicide hotlines, and
substance abuse hotlines such as the 988 hotline in the United States. By properly staffing these
hotlines with certified counselors, governments can constantly provide assistance to those in

need anonymously, which has been proven to be incredibly effective.*

An Evaluation of Social Protection Systems for Children in the United States
Throughout the course of history, the United States government has implemented several
programs in an attempt to bolster children’s social protection.

One very notable example includes;
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e The Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E) program. Although this program was
engendered by local officials in the Los Angeles police department, it was officially
adopted by the Ronald Reagan administration in 1986 as part of the infamous “War on
Drugs.” This program was geared towards K-12 school-aged children in American public
schools. In this program, D.A.R.E workshops were delivered by policemen and law
enforcement officials who would go into classrooms with the aim of teaching school kids
how to simply reject drugs, substances, and gang culture. For years, the D.A.R.E program
maintained the appearance of success; however, this program was ultimately a failure.
According to studies conducted by the Department of Justice, after ten-thirty years of the
D.A.R.E program, the program had no meaningful effect on children’s drug use, attitude
towards drugs, and self esteem.?”” There are two main reasons for this program's failure.
The first reason is that the program was led by police officers, who tended to approach
the critical problem of drug use in children with a punitive attitude, rather than licensed
addiction specialists. The second reason is that the program utilized fear mongering
tactics rather than honesty when educating children about the effects of harmful drugs
and substances. Today, the D.A.R.E program has been revamped with the attempt to
rectify the aforementioned reasons for its previous failure. The new program, Keepin' it
REAL, now is led by licensed professionals who implement interactive sessions, as
opposed to the former lecture sessions, with children to enable them to practice
communication and decision making skills in these complex situations. According to
recent research, this new program has caused the children who participate in it to have a
much higher rate of discontinuing drugs and substances than the children who do not

participate in it.?®
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