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Answer to OHCHR Call for inputs: 
Views of stakeholders on the upcoming fifth phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education




MMM thanks the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for the opportunity to contribute to the upcoming report of the Office of the High Commissioner to be presented to the Human Rights Council at its 54th session on target sectors, focus areas or thematic human rights issues for the 5th phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education. 


We would like to suggest that the 5th phase focus on parents and other caregivers as the target sector. 

Focusing on parents and other caregivers would benefit both care receivers and caregivers themselves: 

1. Care receivers: these include children, in particular infants and very young children: we know how powerless and dependant on their caregivers they are and how important nurturing care is for their physical, emotional and cognitive development. Care receivers also include older persons, or person with disability, who can also be in situation of vulnerability in the hands of caregivers.
Educating caregivers on the rights of care receivers would help ensure that they are aware of their Human Rights obligations for the persons they care for. 

2. Caregivers: these include in particular mothers / women caregivers, which are particularly discriminated, especially if they suffer from intersecting forms of discrimination like race or ethnicity, migrant status, age, etc.: educating women on their rights would empower them to claim their rights. 

Focussing on parents and other caregivers therefore covers many people, who were not covered in the previous phase. It also builds on previous targets which were children and youth. 


In relation to parents and other caregivers, we would like to suggest a thematic focus on Care. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has shown uwhat really matters to people, and the critical importance of Care work, whether paid or unpaid. It has put the spotlight on the people carrying out this foundational work, i.e. mainly women, and the poor value our economy and society attach to this work. The pandemic also exposed the economic and social injustices they face, in particular when they are mothers, as a result of the inequitable distribution of unpaid domestic and care work and responsibilities. 

Unpaid care work was already framed as a Human Rights issue in a landmark report that Magdalena Sepulveda, then UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and Human Rights, presented to the UN General Assembly in October 2013[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  A/68/293 - Thematic report of the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, Magdalena Sepulveda, on unpaid care work and women's human rights – available on https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2F68%2F293&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False ] 


UN ECLAC Countries went a step further: in November 2022, the 15th Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean, adopted the Buenos Aires Commitment[footnoteRef:2], which charts a path towards a caring society, and recognizes care as a Right.  [2:  Available on https://conferenciamujer.cepal.org/15/en/documents/buenos-aires-commitment ] 


A focus on Care and its multiple connections to Human Rights could therefore be an interesting and necessary thematic focus for the 5th phase of the WPHRE. 








About Make Mother Matter - MMM 

Make Mothers Matter believes in the power of mothers to make the world a better place, advocating for their recognition and support as changemakers. Created in 1947, MMM is an international NGO with no political or religious affiliations, transparently voicing the concerns of mothers at the highest level: the European Union, UNESCO and the United Nations (general consultative status). MMM also federates a network of about 40 grassroots organizations working in about 30 countries across the world to support and empower mothers and their families, and to advance the human rights of women and children. 

More information on www.makemothersmatter.org

Contact:

Valerie Bichelmeier - valerie@makemothersmatter.org – Tel +41 78 930 2575 (Geneva)
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