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Sir / Madam,

community, and building on the achievements of the
Education (1995-2004).

country.

We are writing 1
by implementing the

ts education represents a vital mvestment towards the realisation of
signiﬁcantly to promoting equality, preventing conflict and human
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We should like to recall that in the European region, the Council of Europe is actively engaged in
the promotion of human rights education through its project “Education for Democratic Citizenship
and Human Rights”. The Council of Europe’s “2005 European Year of Citizenship through
Education” can be seen as a European contribution to the initial implementation of the Plan of
Action. The Year has created a strong momentum in member states and has opened doors through
which we should be able to move towards real sustainability of human rights education and
education for democracy. Through its future programme on Education for Democratic Citizenship
and Human Rights, the Council of Europe is ready to assist the United Nations in monitoring the
implementation of the Plan of Action at the European level.

We would be grateful if you could indicate to the Office of th ited Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights which relevant department or unit iggyour Ministry would be
assigned to coordinate initiatives related to the implementation of th
phase (2005-2007) of the World Programme. Our Offices will combpile™
and will be in touch with them on any follow-up activity. We also look Tory “to learning about
your overall initiatives to implement the Plan of Action. Th I

the activities conducted to support and strengthe
rights and democracy. -

Accept, Sir / Madam, the assurance

Louise Arbour hiro*Matsuura Terry Davis
United Nations ctor-General Secretary General
High Commissioner for nited Nations Educational, Council of Europe

‘and Cultural Organization

First Phase (2005-2007) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education
2. Recommendation 2002) 12 on education for democratic citizenship of the Committee of Ministers of
the CouncilfofEurope to member states

Copy to:

1 Permanent Delegations to UNESCO

2 Permanent Representations to the Council of Europe

3. National Commissions for UNESCO

4. National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
5 United Nations Resident Coordinators

6 OHCHR, UNESCO and Council of Europe field presences

7 EDC (“Education for Democratic Citizenship™) Coordinators




