	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 51st session



APPLICATION DEADLINE: 9 JUNE 2022 AT 12 NOON GENEVA TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/338142) 
and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/hrc51)  

· Once fully completed, in English or French only, the Word application form should be submitted by email to ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org 
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or PDF format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or additional reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. 
· Applications will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.
· Eligible for Working Group mandates are only nationals of the States belonging to the regional groups for which specific vacancies have been advertised.
· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/nominations and https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/basic-information-selection-independent-experts. 
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: LUKYANOVA                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1958

	2. First (given) name: ELENA                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: Moscow, Russia

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Russian

	4. Gender: female                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality:      


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words limit)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I am a lawyer by education, I graduated from the Faculty of Law of Lomonosov Moscow State University. Doctor of Legal science, Full Professor. Human rights expert. For 40 years I have been teaching constitutional law, the course of which includes human rights. Separately, I also teach the special Human Rights course. For 25 years (1996 - 2021) I was an attorney in public law disputes. Including 7 years as a lawyer for Mikhail Khodorkrovsky and also a lawyer for Novaya Gazeta. I’m one of the top electoral and public litigation lawyers. Participated in the litigation of several politically significant cases in Russian general courts, in the Constitutional Court and the ECHR.

 I am a laureate of the Moscow Helsinki Group Award for research in the field of human rights. Is awarded the medal of the Russian Bar Association. Member of the Civic Chamber of Russia 2009-2013. Member of the Russian Anti-War Committee

From 2011 to the present day – Director of the Agency of Law Enforcement Effectiveness Monitoring. Member of the Expert Council of the Russian Federation Business Ombudsman, the Civic Council of the Federal Service for Supervision of Communications, Information Technology and Mass Media.

I have good written and oral communication skills. I have published 9 monographs and more than 140 articles and scientific reports, spoken at numerous conferences and other public events, and been interviewed on

2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words limit)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate. (Please state years of experience.)

The Russian state is one of the main violators of human rights in Europe. Thus, every lawyer in this country is faced with practical experience of interaction with international organizations for the protection of human rights. So, it is my own practical experience.

By virtue of my scientific interest specialty (Constitutional Law and Human Rights), I’m closely familiar with international instruments and means, norms and principles in the field of human rights. I also give my students an overview of the institutional mandates associated with the work of the United Nations and other international or regional human rights organizations. I developed my expertise working with numerous documents and materials constructing and improving my course for students (1983-2020) and during advocacy practice for the protection of human rights in Russian and international courts (1996-2020).

I am also an electoral lawyer and research scholar in the field of electoral law and protection of citizens' voting rights. Flaws and implementation problems of Russian electoral system made me to interact with international courts and organizations on this matter. In addition to aforementioned for a period of 2015-2020 I was a member of the Scientific and Expert Council of the Central Election Commission of Russia, where I filed complaints for the ECHR and the UN Human Rights Committee.

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words limit)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

My expertise on human rights has been acquired throughout my professional career. Today I am one of the recognized human rights experts in Russia. I am a laureate of the Moscow Helsinki Group Award for research in the field of human rights.

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Лукьянова,_Елена_Анатольевна

Moreover, I work with a wide range of human rights defenders, appear in court as a lawyer and as amicus curiae, and prepare expert opinions for fellow lawyers on cases of human rights violations. My expert opinions are published in the press and included in the books "Constitutional Risks" and "Constitutional Risks-2".

https://freemoscowuniversity.pubpub.org/pub/ego5gdlg/release/2?readingCollection=64494fa8

4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that the candidate has written or public statements, or pronouncements that the candidate has made or events participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: On the Rule of Law in the Context 

of Russian Foreign Policy

Journal/Publisher: Russian Law Journal. Volume III (2015). Issue 2. P. 10-36
Date of publication: 2015
Web link, if available: https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/on-the-rule-of-law-in-the-context-of-russian-foreign-policy/viewer
2. Title of publication: Идентичность и трансформация современного права (Identity and transformation of modern law) 
Journal/Publisher: Сравнительное конституционное обозрение. 2020. № 3 (136). С. 130-148.
Date of publication: 2020
Web link, if available: https://academia.ilpp.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SKO-3-136-2020-Лукьянова.pdf
3. Title of publication: Понятие свободы в юридическом и общественном дискурсах России (The concept of freedom in the legal and public discourses of Russia)
Journal/Publisher:  Общественные науки и современность. 2020. № 3. С. 95-112    
Date of publication: 2020
Web link, if available: https://ons-journal.ru/s086904990010072-1-1/

https://kaluga-zaprava.ru/biblioteka/rf/ponjatie-svobody-v-juridicheskom-i-obshhestvennom-diskursah-rossii/

If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words limit): I have a wide range of publications under my name over a period of more than 40 years. These range from academic monographs and papers in peer reviewed journals; pieces for the media and numerous policy orientated or advocacy reports. 

I’m an author 9 monographs and more than 140 scientific publications with a total volume of about 248 printers sheets (3475 pages). Among them are monographs: “Law as the Source of Soviet State Law” (Moscow, 1988); “Russian Statehood and Constitutional Legislation in Russia (1917-1993)” (Moscow, 2002); "Constitutional Risks" (Moscow, 2015), “Autocracy and democracy” (Moscow, 2018). "Constitutional Risks-2" (Moscow, 2022), «Strict regime elections. How Russian elections became non-elections and what is to do about it (Moscow 2022).

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that the candidate may have participated in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Public discussion with the Chairman of the Constitutional Court of Russia on the illegality of the annexation of Crimea О праве налево  Закон – что скрепа 
Event organizer: 
Novaya gazeta
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 9.03.2015; 3.06.2015
Web link, if available: https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2015/03/19/63473-o-prave-nalevo

https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2015/05/18/64185-zakon-8212-chto-skrepa

2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: How the Dorogomilovsky court recognized the legal fact of the coup d'état in Ukraine. Report. Как Дорогомиловский суд признал юридический факт госпереворота на Украине. 
Event organizer: Novaya gazeta 
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 3.02.2017
Web link, if available: https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2017/02/02/71378-sudebnaya-proforma
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: 3.
Expertise on the issue of judicial application of the legislation on freedom of assembly 

«Имел полное право фотографироваться». Суд по делу Константина Котова обязан был руководствоваться Постанов

Event organizer: Novaya gazeta 
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 16.09.2019
Web link, if available: https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2019/09/16/81998-pri-prinyatii-resheniya-po-delu-konstantina-kotova-sud-obyazan-byl-rukovodstvovatsya-postanovleniem-konstitutsionnogo-suda-po-delu-dadina-zaklyuch
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words limit): I often have to make public examinations and statements. Therefore, here I give examples of the loudest of them. Human Rights in the State-Historical Context (Speech at the UN Seminar on Human Rights and Traditional Values, October 4, 2010).Права человека в государственно-историческом контексте (выступление на семинаре ООН по правам человека и традиционным ценностям 4 октября 2010 года). //  http://www.oprf.ru/ru/blog?id=191

r

5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words limit)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on two country visits per year, drafting reports according to established deadlines, organizing and participating in consultations and meetings, addressing allegations of human rights violations with all concerned, providing advice to States and other stakeholders on issues related to their mandate and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated time of four to six months per year to the work of a mandate depending on its workload. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
Currently, my work schedule is up to me. I was fired from the position of a university professor in Russia and therefore I do not have systematic offline classes with students. Now I am the rector of a new online university created by me and my colleagues. I can plan my working time myself and I have enough assistants in my main work (academic council and back office). During my life, I got used to moving around a lot, communicating with people and speaking in public. All my children are adults. My family and husband help me in my work. I believe that all these circumstances will allow me to fully fulfill the functions of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers and spend three months a year on this.
6. NOMINATION FOR THE MANDATE
Indicate whether the candidate has been nominated by (check all that apply): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual nominations (indicate this if the candidate is self-nominating)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional groups operating within the United Nations human rights systems
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International organizations or their offices
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-governmental organizations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National human rights institutions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other human rights bodies
Name of the nominating entity and additional information about the nomination (use if applicable, for third-party nominations only) (200 words limit):

Moscow Helsinki Group - the oldest Human Rights organisation in Russia, established in 1976. The mission of the Moscow Helsinki Group is to promote respect for human rights, protect from human rights abuses, build and develop democratic institutions in Russia. To achieve this goal MHG conducts constant monitoring and documentation of human rights violations, provides expert analysis for the Government and civil society, organises public campaigns and participates in legislative processes.

This application is the full recommendation of Elena Lukyanova candidacy for the position.

We are convinced that the nomination of Karinna Moskalenko for the position of the member of the Working Group would ensure a well-qualified and knowledgeable mandate holder possessing a high level of commitment and integrity. At the same time, it would also help ensure geographical balance among all special mandate holders and increase the visibility and outreach of the Working Groups' work and recommendations in particular in Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

III. Motivation Letter, INCLUDING YOUR VISION OF THE MANDATE
(600 word limit. Must be typed in the space below; cannot be sent in a separate email or as an attachment. To be written by the candidates themselves even if nominated by another entity.)
The principle of judicial autonomy, which allows citizens to address their legal claims under the reasonable assumption that the adjudicative process shall not be tainted by discretionary political influence, and ensures that professionals within that legal system shall be able to act under good conscience and with integrity, is an axiomatic guarantee for the rule of law and the protection of human rights. 

Any derogation from the aforementioned safeguards materially increases the possibility that the authoritarian and arbitrary will of the executive shall be able to trample upon the principles underlying the very essence of a democratic and constitutional state apparatus. Empirically, such a causality can be observed with the progressive manifestations of authoritarian will by the contemporary political regime of the Russian Federation.

Upon coming to power in 2000, Vladimir Putin paved the road for autocracy through two vectors – firstly, implementing self-serving changes within the electoral system of Russia and, secondly, constricting the ability of judiciary to act independently. Through incremental changes, the regime ensured that the judiciary became subservient to the executive branch of government, restricted legal protection for citizens to be protected from the abuses of executive power, and utilized political pressure to direct the outcome of legal processes.

As a result, the number of political prisoners in Russia has grown by an order of magnitude, they have no practical capacity to seek protection under the aegis of any reasonably understandable meaning of justice. Moreover, the judicial branch is utilized to provide legal justification for the acts of the Russian state that are in breach of not only individual human rights, but are also in breach of jus cogens norms that underpin the international legal order, such as the prohibition of wars of aggression.

A state, which lacks an independent arbiter in a dispute about the law, becomes the state that ceases to respect the law. As soon as “law” and “right” in Russian are homonyms, I would paraphrase it: “Disrespect to the law dismantles a right”. Both statements are true.

My observations and experience have led me to adopt the strong conviction that the vigilant monitoring of judicial independence and the freedom of the legal profession is absolutely paramount for the United Nations in order to ensure that states adhere to principles of the UN Charter. Any infringement of the aforementioned principles must be subject to identification, evaluation and public disclosure.

As a practicing lawyer, human rights activist and scholar, I can leverage my experience in the role of a UN Special Rapporteur. My professional background operating within the Russian legal system has provided me with insight on how the incremental destruction of the principle of judicial autonomy leads to the decimation of the relationship between the judiciary and the bar, the individual and the state, and between sovereign states in complete forfeiture of the principles arising from the UN Charter. As such, I will be able to identify the most incremental derogations from judicial independence due to my long striving to maintain that principle within Russia. 

The UN Special Rapporteur plays a key role in monitoring in an increasingly globalized process as people seek to protect and fulfill their fundamental human rights, especially at a period in history where authoritarian tendencies among state actors are accelerating. It would be a great personal honor and privilege for me to act in a role where I shall be able to contribute to the upholding of the rule of law, which acts as a safeguard against human rights violations, humanitarian catastrophe, and, as can be observed contemporarily, the emergence of destructive armed conflict.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Russian
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: No   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: not easily
Write: Easily or not easily: not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: not easily

Russian: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily
Spanish: Yes or no: No   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating the type of degree and field of study, and whether full- or part-time; for example, Masters in Law, University of XXX, part-time, 1975-1977, city and country). If space in the table is insufficient, more than one degree may be listed in a single cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of degree, field of study and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003; 
for ongoing education, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Place and country:

	Jurisprudence. Graduated with honors from the Faculty of Law of Lomonosov Moscow State University
	1975-1980
	Moscow,Russia

	PhD Constitutional Law. Candidate dissertation: "Law as the Source of Soviet State Law" (Moscow State University 1984)
	1980-1983
	Moscow, Russia

	Law professor. Doctoral dissertation: "Statehood and the Constitutional Legislation of Russia" (Moscow State University, 2003). 
	2003
	Moscow, Russia

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with the candidate’s current (most recent) occupation. Also, indicate whether positions held were full-time or part-time. If space in the table is insufficient, more than one position may be listed in a single cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full- or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005; 
for ongoing activities, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Place 
and country:

	Lomonosov Moscow State University. Constitutional Law department professor  
	1983-2013
	Moscow, Russia

	Professor of the Department of Constitutional and Municipal Law at the Faculty of Law of National Research University Higher School of Economics
	2013-2020
	Moscow, Russia

	Attorney, member of the Moscow Regional Bar Association
	1996-2021
	Moscow, Russia

	Director of the Agency of Law Enforcement Effectiveness Monitoring (NGO).
	2012 to date
	Moscow, Russia

	Brīvā Universitāte rektore (Rektor of Free University)
	2020 to date
	Riga, Latvia

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	
	
	


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
No
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
Yes
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate. The candidate’s name below should match how it is entered on the first page of the form and in the online survey. 
I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org). 
Please review the application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Elena Lukyanova
Date: 8.06.2022
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality must be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English or French only, the two working languages of the United Nations Secretariat. The application form will be used as received to prepare the public list of eligible candidates who applied for the vacancy. The application forms of eligible candidates will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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